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ASTAAMERICA

BY JANUS INTERNATIONAL

~ e

At ASTA America, we do more than make doors, we roll out complete carport solutions, all from
our Mt. Airy manufacturing facility. From precision-formed panels and trim to high-quality roll-up
doors, windows, man doors, insulation, and more! We deliver everything you need under one roof.

Proudly made in the USA, our products are built for durability, value, and quick turnaround—so

you can keep your projects on track and your customers satisfied.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED, ALL IN ONE PLACE. PARTNER WITH ASTA AMERICA.

ﬁ @ Ready to roll? Partner with ASTA America
and streamline your next carport build.

ASTAAmerica.com Scan to learn more or call 770-974-2600.




EDITOR’S NOTE

BY DAN BROWNELL

Annual Gold Key of

Excellence Awards

Rural Builder Honors Top-Rated Suppliers

nce again, Rural Builder is honoring suppliers that
our readers have voted as providing the best products,
services, and prices. There’s no better endorsement
than those earned from actual buy-
ers. They know from firsthand experience
when companies not only meet but exceed
their expectations. With that in mind,
we're pleased to recognize those businesses
that have earned the trust and loyalty of
their customers by highlighting their accom-
plishment with a 2025 Gold Key of Excellence
Award.

These suppliers have such a vast combined universe of prod-
ucts and services that you're almost certain to learn something
new each time you read through the issue. A careful reading is
well worth the time because you're likely to stumble across a

product or service needed in an upcoming project or maybe you
wished you had known about for a previous project. It might be
a unique product or one that’s available in a size, color, or model
you couldn’t find before or didn't even know existed. And, of
course, suppliers are constantly releas-
ing new products and variations, so
RB it’s good to keep up to date.

A big part of the reason we exist
is to help our readers find solutions to
their challenges, and that’s why the Gold
Key issue is so important. It’s one way we help
introduce readers to suppliers who provide
the help they need to save time and money on
the jobsite. And with the ever-increasing com-

petition, that’s a key to business success.
— Dan Brownell

FABRAL

A FLACK GLOBAL METALS COMPANY

-

BUILD WITH CONFIDENCE

SEE PRODUCT AVAILABILITY
IN YOUR MARKET

Fabral® delivers durable metal roofing and siding backed by over 50 years

of trusted performance, service, and availability.

FABRAL.COM | 1-800-432-2725
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Attitude Is the Most Important Thing

From Applying for a Scholarship to Working at a Job

BY LINDA SCHMID

annah Maienbrook had always loved hands-on activities.

H Dyslexia made school difficult, but she found she learned
by doing.

FINDING OUT ABOUT WELDING

In eighth grade, the students were given the chance to learn
about various career courses that depart
from the usual choices. A police course,
a culinary degree, nursing, construction,
and others were offered at the Trade
Center as part of their curriculum. Ma-
ienbrook decided to pursue welding.

As the only student who chose the
welding course, she got a lot of atten-
tion, and once she got the hang of it, she
found that she enjoyed making things. It
was very satisfying and it was fun. Ma-
ienbrook thought she could see herself
doing it for the rest of her life. After high
school in Linden, Michigan, she signed
on to the area trade school, Hobart, and
when she applied, she was informed |
about the mikeroweWORKS Foundation | ) (
Scholarship. Hannah and family had al- B 3
ways watched Dirty Jobs, so they were excited to find out that
there was a scholarship for people who did dirty jobs.

Maienbrook went through the application process without any
problem. Though she had to answer essay questions, something
that is not the easiest for her, she said, “I don’t think it was much
to ask when they were offering free money for school”
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Part of the application process was to create a video that showed
why the applicant was a good choice for the scholarship. Maien-
brook’s video showed her in the small fab shop she worked at. The
ventilation system wasn’t always reliable and she was doing a lot
of MIG welding, so she was depicted in her usual working attire,
covered in grease and enjoying it.

Jumping through the hoops paid
off; she received the scholarship and it
helped pay for technical college.

When starting your welding educa-
tion, a student learns all the basic pro-
cesses and then chooses a particular
focus. Maienbrook really enjoyed TIG
(tungsten inert gas) welding and she de-
cided to take that pathway.

Instructors recognized her deep in-
terest in TIG, making an exception and
allowing her to complete that portion
before continuing with other classes.

Between hands-on exercises, class
lectures, and minimal reading, Ma-
ienbrook became a welder. Instructors
allowed her to take oral exams just as
she had in high school. She found that
learning impediments such as dyslexia, or ADHD aren’t uncom-
mon in the welding trade. With determination these things can
be overcome.

AFTER TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Following technical college, Maienbrook got a traveling job

As a result of a collaboration with mikeroweWORKS Foundation (www.mikeroweworks.org), Rural Builder is
featuring profiles of Work Ethic Scholarship recipients in each of its issues. Over 2,000 scholarships have
been awarded to trade-school students who value hard work and taking personal responsibility. Rural Builder
applauds these students and wants to acknowledge their choice to apply their talents to skilled trades.
Thank you, mikeroweWORKS Foundation, for your continuing efforts to close the skills gap and “reconnect

the average American with the value of a skilled workforce.”


http://www.mikeroweworks.org

QUALITY I\/\EETS
AFFORDABILITY

SOAR ABOVE ORDINARY

PVC EAGLE WALL MOUNT

CALL TODAY (8435 399-1820



Maienbrook stick welding in class.

making cheese vats and other fine grade work; this involves ad-
vanced process techniques. She found it challenging, but she stuck
with it because she recognized that she was learning so much.

Working in this industry, Maienbrook found that, for the most
part, she was working with guys.

“I get along with the guys because there is no drama with me
and I want to do everything,” said Maienbrook. “A lot of the old-
timers treat me like I'm their daughter;” she added. “It’s great!”

Eventually she decided she would like to find work close to
home. She found one at Baker’s Industry owned by Lincoln Elec-
tric, and since she had always wanted to get into nuclear and
aerospace, this was a great opportunity for her!

Other benefits of living near home again include her ability to
give back by helping out at the high school she attended, working
with students who are interested in welding. She was also chosen

Maienbrook practicing her favorite: TIG welding.

as one of three of the trade school’s previous students who were
the most driven welders to serve on the welding board. In this
capacity, she provides feedback on what skills the students need
to develop to go out into the welding field and other insights.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Maienbrook has looked into becoming a Construction Weld-
ing Inspector (CWI). This job entails inspection and certification
of welds to make sure they meet code and are safe for bridges and
other structures.

She is also considering becoming a welding teacher at either the
high school or technical college. She has been serving as a men-
tor over the last five years and loves it. She thinks that in order to
get more young people into welding, it is important to get them
excited about it because, in the end, it’s all about attitude. RB
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WINNERS OF THE 2025

GOLD KEY OF
EXCELLENCE AWARDS

YOUR COMPANY’S SUCCESS DEPENDS ON YOUR TIMELY PROJECT COMPLETION...
YOU NEED SUPPLIERS WITH QUALITY SERVICE AND PRODUCTS!

Knowing who you can turn to is the motive behind Rural ~ Key of Service is awarded to the Shed Haulers Brotherhood,
Builders” annual Gold Key program. From the very beginning,in ~ which has coordinated the donation and delivery of more than
1983, we were going directly to users to ask for their feedback 600 sheds for those who lost their homes to Hurricane Helene.

Although the devastation from that storm isn’t front page news

anymore, people are still suffering. Shed Haulers
RB> Brotherhood has continued to work behind the
Gold Key Scenes, however, to help those in need.

regarding which companies were doing the best job

of providing the best products, the best services,

and at the best prices. (1]
Originally, we could only rely on feedback 2?);5

through the U.S. Postal Service. Now, in addition

to “snail mail,” we also use online voting and email voting to

get our results.

of Excellence | earn more in the pages ahead, as many of the
Award Winner . o . . .
companies share additional information about their

products and services. In each case, the number of gold keys

This year, four companies join the “Gold Key Club” with their
first-ever award: Dutch Tech Inc., Eastside Machine Co., SWI
Machinery, and W.E.H. Supply. PLUS, this year’s honorary Gold

43 GOLD KEYS
Plyco Corporation

42 GOLD KEYS
Maze Nails

41 GOLD KEYS
Wick Buildings

39 GOLD KEYS
A.J. Manufacturing Inc.

37 GOLD KEYS
Dynamic Fastener

23 GOLD KEYS
Everlast Roofing, Inc.
Graber Post Buildings Inc.
Leland Industries, Inc.
MWI Components

22 GOLD KEYS
Palram Americas

19 GOLD KEYS
Atlas Building Products
Marco Industries
Triangle Fastener

16 GOLD KEYS
Chief Buildings
Levi’s Building Components

14 GOLD KEYS
Perma-Column LLC

13 GOLD KEYS
AkzoNobel

12 GOLD KEYS
Bradbury Group
S-5!

Steel Dynamics Inc.

11 GOLD KEYS
Direct Metals Inc.
MFM Building Products
Post Protector

10 GOLD KEYS
rFoil Reflective Insulation

8 GOLD KEYS
Metal Rollforming Systems
Trac-Rite Doors

7 GOLD KEYS
ASC Machine Tools Inc.
Dripstop™
United Steel Supply

5 GOLD KEYS
Acu-Form

won corresponds to the number of years the company has
received the award.

CONGRATULATIONS to this year’s winners!

4 GOLD KEYS
Beck America Inc.
Hixwood
Janus International Group
Snap-Z

3 GOLD KEYS
AceClamp
Golden Rule Fasteners
Hansen Pole Buildings
Malco Tools Inc
Mid South Aluminum

2 GOLD KEYS
Apple Outdoor Supply
Coated Metals Group

Combilift
Englert Inc.

Kirsch BP/Sharkskin
Roof Underlayments

New Tech Machinery
Red Dot Products
SteelGrip SAMM
True Metal Supply

1 GOLD KEY
Dutch Tech Inc.
Eastside Machine Co.
SWI Machinery
W.E.H. Supply

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com
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2 GOLD KEYS WON

APPLE OUTDOOR SUPPLY:

BUILDING EXCELLENCE SINCE 1997
elebrating our second consecutive Gold Key of Excel-
lence Award from Rural Builder Magazine, Apple Out-
door Supply continues to strengthen our 28-year legacy
of superior service to the barn, shed, carport, outdoor

furniture and play industries.

Our commitment to meeting customer needs has driven recent
expansions across our operations. We've bolstered our delivery
capabilities with fleet additions at both our Camp Hill, Penn-
sylvania, and Hickory, North Carolina, locations, ensuring even
more reliable service throughout the lower 48 states. Inside our
facilities, strategic investments in advanced warehouse equip-
ment have doubled our pre-hung door production capacity, re-
duced lead times while maintaining the exceptional quality our
customers expect.

The Apple advantage extends beyond our logistics infrastruc-
ture to our product innovation. Our comprehensive catalog now
features 10" wave slides for playground applications, broadening
our reach into the recreational construction sector. This comple-
ments our established offerings of roll-up doors, specialty win-
dows, and our signature col-
lection of 117 pre-hung door
variants. From hardware essen-
tials like hurricane straps and
truss plates to finishing touches
such as vents and shutters, we
provide everything builders need
under one reliable supply part-
nership.

Behind every product stands
our experienced team of over 30

10 RURAL BUILDER / JULY 2025

WEBSITE: www.AppleOutdoorSupply.com

APPLE OUTDOOR SUPPLY

PHONE: 800-704-8112

industry professionals, collectively bringing more than five de-
cades of expertise to solve your most challenging supply needs.
Whether you prefer Early-Buy planning, Direct-Container effi-
ciency, or just-in-time Direct-Ship convenience, our flexible ful-
fillment options accommodate diverse operational requirements.

As we look toward the future, our dedication to the building
community remains unwavering. We're honored by the recog-
nition this Gold Key Award represents and remain focused on
earning your trust with every interaction, every order, and every
delivery.

Connect with our customer service
team on weekdays from 7:30 a.m to
4:00 p.m. at 800-704-8112, explore our
full capabilities at AppleOutdoorSup-
ply.com, or scan our QR code to email
directly. Apple Outdoor Supply — your
partner in building success. RB
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With over 20 years of industry experience,
Apple Outdoor Supply is your premier partner
for top-quality outdoor products and solutions.

www.APPLEOUTDOORSUPPLY.com

J.-.;.;L_P‘jm.
j

kA

AT
.

Our premium outdoor products—featuring top-grade windows, doors, hardware,
and playset accessories—are engineered for durability and built to perform under

the most demanding conditions.
2024 & 2025
GOLDEN KEY WINNER

Partner with us for products and service that stand the test of time.
66—
2025 Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SCAN THE QR CODE
OR CONTACT US AT:

PHONE: 800.704.8112 « FAX: 800.633.7916
EMAIL: orders@appleoutdoorsupply.com
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7 GOLD KEYS WON

DR!PSTOP\‘)W

WEBSITE: www.dripstop.com

KR

)

Condensation
control

Corrosion
resistant

Efficient solution,
protects belongings
and structures

Ensures longevity
and durability

e want to thank the builders, the contractors, and
their customers for the continued trust and sup-
port they have shown in DRIPSTOP™.

Asabuilder or building owner, have you thought
or received a call stating, “It’s raining inside my building!”

It is probably condensation. Once the building is up, the reme-
dies are fewer, less effective, and more expensive. THE KEY IS to
install panels with a condensation control membrane like DRIP-
STOP" during construction.

The reason your customers might not think about condensa-
tion until it’s too late is ... They cannot see it, touch it, or feel it,
until it is already a problem. Understanding what causes conden-
sation and the solution for it can be confusing. However, builders
who educate their customers about condensation at the begin-
ning of the construction process can avoid those angry phone
calls or concerns.

What is condensation and where does it come from?

Moisture is in the air all around us almost always. Under the
right conditions, that moist air can change its physical form from
a gas to a liquid. Just like a glass of ice water sweats and leaves a
ring on the table in the summer, bare metal roofing sweats under
similar conditions. This is a simple fact of science, and it hap-
pens when warm, wet air meets a cold solid surface, then water
droplets form, or condensate appears. It is almost unavoidable in
most parts of the country due to seasonal climate and tempera-
ture changes.

Can it be stopped or prevented?

Traditionally, a layer of insulation has been used to prevent the
warm moist air from reaching the cold metal panels. More re-
cently, builders have found a new and different way to “control”
the condensation, using a felt membrane to “catch” the moisture
as it forms overnight, and then “release it” as the sun and air
moves across the metal roofing panels during the day.
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DRIPSTOP™

PHONE: 937-660-6646

A0,

=22

Saves time
and money

Maintenance
free

No need for Cost-effective, no
constant paying to install
upkeep insulation

While insulation can be an effective solution, especially when
installed to specifications; a condensation control membrane, like
DRIPSTOP", offers numerous advantages for both the builders
and building owners. As the building is erected, DRIPSTOP™ ar-
rives already installed on the metal panels; there is no time spent
installing insulation. This increases job-site safety for the builder
by eliminating blind steps to purlins covered with insulation. It
also saves the time typically spent tacking that insulation down
to the purlins. Since no insulation is being used, windy days be-
come much less of a challenge. Once the building is complete and
properly vented, birds will not peck holes, the DRIPSTOP™ will
not sag or come down, and it will not require cleaning or mainte-
nance; it is virtually worry-free. DRIPSTOP™ can help protect the
steel from corrosion with its specially designed adhesive barrier.
There is no reason why a properly installed and vented metal roof
with DRIPSTOP™ will not look and act the same 20+ years down
the road! RB
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OFIT, NOT LAB
COSTS, WITH DRIPSTOP

.
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Condensation
control

Corrosion

Saves time
resistant

and money

| ——
(R EEENN
Increases job Durable Maintenance
site safety free

Transform your construction process with Dripstop™, the time-saving,
cost-effective condensation control solution that enhances safety and
boosts customer satisfaction.

1]
um RB :
2025 Gold Key
of Excellence .
Award Winner ﬁ

™
D RI P STO P\‘) Ask for it from your preferred roof panel supplier.
°

Scan the code for more
www.dripstop.com or call us at:(937) 660-6646 i

information or to get in touch.
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1 GOLD KEY WON

DUTCH TECGH INC.

WEBSITE: www.dutchtechindustries.com

PHONE: 931-325-0000

A Superior Shield Against Summer Heat

n an era increasingly defined by the

imperative of energy efficiency and

sustainable construction practices,

Therma-Guard, a premium reflective
insulation product offered by Dutch Tech
Inc., distinguishes itself as a leading tech-
nology.

Therma-Guard incorporates state-of-
the-art materials to create an exceptional-
ly durable product. Its advantages include
straightforward installation, substantial
potential for energy cost reduction, and
eligibility for tax credits when installed in
residential properties.

Therma-Guard is fundamentally a re-
flective insulation with a foam core, nota-
bly reinforced by its robust woven backing
that is nearly impossible to tear. This at-
tribute, frequently highlighted in builder
testimonials on Dutch Tech’s website, em-
phasizes a significant advantage: strength
and durability. In contrast to more deli-
cate insulation materials that can’t hold
up to a little wind, Therma-Guard is en-
gineered to endure the demands of con-
struction and provide enduring perfor-
mance. This durability ensures a reliable
and efficient thermal barrier in nearly any
type of building.

Ease of installation is another key bene-
fit for contractors evaluating materials for
projects. While comprehensive technical
installation details are available in a down-
loadable guide on Dutch Tech’s website,
the product is generally recognized for its
user-friendly application. A standard slap
stapler is sufficient for secure attachment,
even in windy conditions.

This ease of installation is critical for
professional builders aiming for efficiency
and potentially for DIY enthusiasts un-
dertaking smaller projects. Simplified
installation can reduce labor costs and
accelerate project completion, enhancing
Therma-Guard’s overall economic value.

However, the most compelling argu-
ment for Therma-Guard is its capacity

- . B h
for significant energy cost savings. The
product’s reflective properties effectively
minimize heat radiation, reducing heat
penetration into the building envelope
by 96-97% in hot climates. This capabil-
ity lessens the demand on air condition-
ing systems, making Therma-Guard a
versatile solution for diverse geographical
locations and climate conditions.

Dutch Tech distributes Therma-Guard
through its authorized dealers and di-
rectly to roll formers and lumber yards,
directing contractors to purchase from
these outlets. The standard roll size of
6'27x125 is practical for numerous con-
struction and renovation projects. A full
truckload accommodates 342 rolls of the
62” product, and the company accommo-
dates smaller orders as needed.

In conclusion, Therma-Guard is a ro-
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bust, easily installed, and energy-efficient
insulation solution for post-frame build-
ings, pole barns, garages, workshops,
metal buildings, and more. Its reflective
characteristics provide a clear pathway
to reducing energy consumption and as-
sociated costs. The company’s dedication
to superior customer service, very short
lead times, American manufacturing, and
wholesale distribution underscores why
Therma-Guard has become a popular
product in a short time. As the demand
for sustainable and energy-saving build-
ing materials continues to increase, Ther-
ma-Guard, recognized as the most robust
reflective insulation available, is poised
to play a crucial role in developing more
energy-efficient buildings. Contact Dutch
Tech today to learn more about Therma-
Guard reflective insulation. RB
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THERMA:GUARD

America’s strongest reflective insulation!

For metal buildings, pole barns, shops, steel framing,
residential and commercial metal roofing.

WHY USE THERMA-GUARD?

- Strongest insulative underlayment on the market
- Industry-leading UV resistance
- Reflects 96-97% of radiant heat

- Easy to install
- Holds staples like crazy
Gold Key

- Reduces condensation
. i ) of Excellence
- Highly resistant to birds and pests Award Winner

REEDT I VERLUMINUM LA

POLYETHYLENE FOAM

WOVEN POLYPROPYLENE

R-VALUE UP TO 12*

*R Value based on combined radiant and | 342
thermal resistance function and depends
on assembly. See back side for details

rolls on a full truck load

17"

Therma-Guard products manufactured Diametet
by Dutch Tech Inc. are warranted against
defects in materials and workmanship for
10 years in approved building or OEM

applications when installed in
accordance with Dutch Tech Inc.’s Available in 6’ or 4’ width, both come with 2” overlap.

written instructions. Also available with or without tape sealing edge.

74" wictn 750FT?

Including 2” overlap  coverage per roll

DUTCH TEGH INC.
Call: 931-325-0000 « 107 3rd Ave E, Lobelville, TN 37097
dutchtechindustries.com or contact an authorized dealer

Verified
US-016-10



DYNAMIC
FASTENER

WEBSITE: www.DynamicFastener.com

ynamic Fastener has the most
complete line of #14 diameter
clip screws & purlin fasten-
ers. They feature a low-profile
square drive head and come standard with
the exclusive Dyna-Coat® 1,000-hour salt
spray premium coating.
Dynamic Fastener is proud to offer the
following.
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CST1: To fasten into wood, concrete, or
metal .024” to .095” thickness. T-1. #14 di-
ameter. 13 TPI. Features asymmetric but-
tress threads. #2 square drive. Low clear-
ance, 1/2” O.D. head.

Choose: 3/47, 11/47, 2, 37, 4, 57, 67, 7,
8” or 10”.
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CST3: To fasten into metal .036” to
.250” thickness. T-3. #14 diameter. 14
TPI. #3 square drive. Low clearance, ex-
tra wide 5/8” O.D. head provides greater
bearing area that is useful when attaching
standing seam clips or structural insulat-
ed panels (SIPs) or insulated metal panels
(IMPs).

Choose: 3/47, 11/47, 27, 37, 47,57, 67, 77,
8% or 10™.
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CST5: To fasten into metal .250” to
.625” thickness. T-5. #14 diameter. 20
TPI. #3 square drive. Low clearance, ex-
tra wide 5/8” O.D. head provides greater
bearing area that is useful when attaching
standing seam clips or structural insulat-
ed panels (SIPs) or insulated metal panels
(IMPs). They stock a CST5 #12X11/2” op-
tion as well.

Choose: 11/47, 2%, 37,47, 57,6, 7, 87, or 10

The #14 diameter Purlin Fasteners
have a 3/8” HWH for most efficient instal-
lation of the screws. Install thru insulated
panels or for retro-fit roofing. #14 diam-
eter 14 TPI fastens to .060” to .375” total
steel thickness at connection. Dyna-Coat®
1,000 hour salt spray premium coating.

Choose 7” or 10” length.

CATALOG

Dynamic Fastener’s free 140-page full-
color Tool and Fastener Hand Guide
covers fastener applications, engineering
data, availability of types, size ranges, and
fastener materials.

The Hand Guide also features Dynamic

16 RURAL BUILDER / JULY 2025

DYNAMIC FASTENER

PHONE: 800-821-5448

2025 TOOL & FASTENER HAND GUIDE
You supply the crew. We’ll supply the rest®

ITmZm=-I»vrm O—=2r>»2<0

Fastener’s flagship products: DeF® screws,
Dyna-Guard® snow retention system for
metal roofs, Dyna-Clamps® to accommo-
date many different profiles of standing
seam roofs and 145 million DeF* rivets in
stock, of which over 100 million are pre-
painted and stocked in bags of 250 pieces.

In addition to discussing screws and an-
chors, the guide provides prices and other
information relating to flashings, sealants,
insulation tapes, safety equipment, hand
tools, power tools and more.

Their E-Commerce site has full online
ordering capabilities allowing for 24-hour
access. RB

LOCATIONS:
« Kansas City, MO (Main wrhs)
« Chicago, IL
« Houston, TX
 Las Vegas, NV
o Memphis, TN
« St. Louis, MO
« St. Paul, MN
« Kansas City, MO (Annex wrhs)


http://www.DynamicFastener.com
http://www.dynamicfastener.com

2025 TOOL & FASTENER HAND GUIDE
You supply the crew. We’ll supply the rest®

MAIN OFFICE

KANSAS CITY CHICAGO HOUSTON LASVEGAS MEMPHIS ST. LOUIS ST. PAUL
9911 E.53rd 8t. 2575 W. LeMoyne St. 1414 Brittmoore Rd. 6455 Dean Martin Dr. Ste 3700 Cherry Rd. 12800 Pennridge Dr. 2316 Territorial Rd.

Raytown, MO 64133 Melrose Park, IL6oso  Houston, TX 77043 Las Vegas, NV ss118  Memphis, TN 38118 Bridgeton, MO 63044 St. Paul, MN 55114

816-358-9898 Local  708-615-1450Local  713-847-8665 Local  702-566-1555 Local  901-369-8000 Local  314-739-8771 Local  651-644-1212 Local
B00-844-1199 Fax 708-615-1451 Fax 713-647-8635 Fax 702-566-0175 Fax 901-369-0105 Fax 314-739-8691 Fax 651-644-1124 Fax
800-821-5448 ntl B800-573-7787 Nl 800-988-5490 nti 866-936-8665 N B0D-727-0288 ni 800-444-0515 Nl B00-755-2426 Nii

pwzese  $189.85
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Shown with optional nut runners

g adansin. D+F* SNOW RETENTION FOR METAL ROOFS wihmeg  10$3.25
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10+ $6.632  pc 61-63| D*F* DROP-STOP*  PG. 56, 57 | 600+ $6.25 PG. 68 | D+F* SELFDRILLERS PG. 74-83
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Call 800-821-5448 for your FREE 140 pg 2025 Hand Guide
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ENGLERT

J‘E ENGLERT

a Great Day Improvements brand

WEBSITE: www.englertinc.com

PHONE: 1-800-ENGLERT

New England Net-Positive Home Pairs Sustainability with Timeless Metal Roofing

BY JONATHAN GIACCHI

n a quiet New England town, a

newly completed custom residence

is redefining what it means to build

for the future. Not just designed for
net-zero performance, this home goes
a step further — producing more ener-
gy than it consumes. It blends modern
efficiency with architectural elegance,
all anchored by a standing seam metal
roof from Englert.

The homeowner focused on long-term energy efficiency and
minimal maintenance; knew his roofing choice would be critical.
He sought a system that would not only elevate the home’s appear-
ance but also play an active role in its energy performance. Englert’s
standing seam roof was the ideal solution — offering exceptional
durability, compatibility with solar, and timeless curb appeal.

More than a design element, the Englert roof is a key contribu-
tor to the home’s performance. The Englert A1300 metal roof
panel’s sleek profile supports a full solar array used on the sloped
roof sections while providing weather resistance and a long ser-
vice life. Made with recycled content and built to last, the roof
helps minimize environmental impact without compromising
aesthetics.

In addition, Englert’s RainPro gutter system was installed to
manage water runoff efficiently while enhancing the home’s
clean, modern look. Combining the capacity of a 6-inch gutter
with the sleek profile of a 5-inch, RainPro features heavy-gauge
aluminum, concealed hangers for added strength, and a Scratch-
Guard™ paint finish available in a range of designer colors — all
backed by a limited lifetime warranty.

The home features a high-performance envelope with continu-
ous exterior insulation, triple-pane windows, and a tightly sealed
structure. All-electric systems, including a heat pump HVAC and

Location: New England

Roofing & Gutters: Englert
Windows: Schuco Triple Pane
Siding: Acre and Allura

Insulation: TimberHP wood fiber
Solar Mounts: S-5!

Solar Array: 25kW with REC Panels
Energy Storage: Enphase Microinverters & Batteries
Architect: Steve Baczek
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water heating, as well as ERVs operate with high efficiency —
powered largely by the energy produced on the roof.

Every component of the home was selected with care, from
Roseburg engineered framing materials to advanced air-sealing
strategies. The result is a home that stays comfortable year-round
while keeping energy consumption to a minimum.

Now part of Great Day Improvements, Englert continues to
support projects like this with top-tier roofing products that
combine performance and beauty. Backed by one of the nation’s
fastest-growing home improvement companies, Englert brings
homeowners added peace of mind through trusted expertise and
national reach.

The standing seam metal roof stands out not only for its sleek
lines and modern finish, but for its role in delivering a high-per-
formance, future-ready home. As demand for energy-efficient
living grows, this project is a powerful example of how thought-
ful design and proven materials — like those from Englert — can
help homeowners meet today’s goals while planning for tomor-
row. RB



http://www.englertinc.com

Englert has earned
a 2025 Gold Key of
Excellence Award

We're thrilled to share the exciting news that
Englert has been honored with the prestigious
2025 Gold Key of Excellence Award! This
recognition is not just an accolade; it's a
testament to our commitment to excellence in
providing top-notch products and unparalleled
service to our valued customers like you.

The Gold Key of Excellence program celebrates
the creme de la creme of the rural contracting
industry, acknowledging those who go above
and beyond to support and serve metal roofers
like yourself. This award is a nod to the elite
standards we uphold in our industry. Englert
is proud to receive its second Gold Key of
Excellence Award.

~_

Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

1.800.ENGLERT
www.englertinc.com

ENGLERT

a Great Day Improvements brand



http://www.englertinc.com

Everlast
Roofing, Inc.

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL

WEBSITE: www.everlastroofing.com
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H RB
2025
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EVERLAST ROOFING, INC.

PHONE: 888-339-0059 toll free

Leading the Way in the Next Generation of Metal Roofing®

n the evolving landscape of metal

roofing, Everlast Roofing, Inc. remains

a driving force of innovation and reli-

ability. With a steadfast commitment
to quality, Everlast is shaping the future
of roofing through advanced solutions
designed to withstand even the most de-
manding environments.

ENGINEERING EXCELLENCE:
THE OMNI SERIES

The heart of the OMNI series lies in
its use of true 28-gauge steel, measured
before paint for greater thickness and
strength. This key design feature enhances
OMNT’s long-term durability, allowing it
to withstand higher snow and wind loads
while offering exceptional hail resistance.
Other benefits include increased job-site
durability and reduced common issues
like oil canning, ghosting, and purlin
show-through, making it a top choice for
lasting, reliable roofing.

NEW PRODUCTS THAT BLEND
STYLE AND STRENGTH

The Quartz textured finish, available
in 16 vibrant colors, delivers both style
and performance. Featuring the NexGen
Super Durable Paint System, it includes a
high-performance resin formulation that
improves chalk and fade resistance, gloss
retention, and color durability. This finish
also offers excellent resistance to atmo-
spheric staining and dirt residue, ensuring

your roof maintains its aesthetic appeal
for years to come.

Inspired by the natural beauty of wood,
Everlast’s printed coils bring the warmth
and character of organic textures to metal
surfaces. With four unique designs, each
print offers a distinctive aesthetic, provid-
ing a versatile alternative to traditional
materials. These nature-inspired finishes
give you the visual appeal of wood with-
out relying on costly, cumbersome, or en-
vironmentally harmful materials.

Everlast’s board and batten coil is de-
signed to provide unmatched strength
and resilience. Crafted from high-quality
materials, it enhances structural integrity
while requiring minimal upkeep. The ver-
tical design of board and batten efficiently
sheds water, reducing the risk of moisture
damage and promoting longevity. Wheth-
er enduring extreme weather or everyday
wear, this coil ensures dependable protec-
tion for generations.

THOROUGH TESTING FOR
UNMATCHED PERFORMANCE

Everlast Roofing’s dedication to qual-

1
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ity goes beyond innovation in design—it’s
backed by extensive real-world testing.
To ensure that every product meets the
highest performance standards, Everlast
partners with cutting-edge research and
testing facilities. They conduct accelerated
laboratory corrosion tests alongside rigor-
ous outdoor exposure trials, simulating a
wide range of environmental conditions
to ensure long-lasting durability.

EXPANDING THE HORIZON:
NEW LOCATION

Everlast Roofing is proud to announce
the opening of a new facility in Eaton,
Ohio. This strategic expansion strength-
ens their ability to meet regional demand
and ensures they can deliver high-quality
metal products and services exactly when
and where their customers need them
most.

A TRUSTED PARTNER FOR
YOUR NEXT BUILD

Offering products to the agricultural,
commercial, architectural, and residen-
tial markets, Everlast Roofing, Inc. is your
trusted partner for your next building
project. Their innovative products and
commitment to quality ensure that you
can build with confidence, knowing that
you are using materials that are built to
last. RB

AT A GLANCE
Phone: 888-339-0059 toll free
Web: www.everlastroofing.com


http://www.everlastroofing.com
http://www.everlastroofing.com

BOARD & BATTEN

COIL

DESIGNED TO IMPRESS. BUILT TO LAST.

FULL COILS AVAILABLE HIGH CORROSION RESISTANCE
40 YEAR WARRANTY LOW MAINTENANCE

26 GAUGE NEXGEN QUARTZ FINISH ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
DURABLE PAINT SYSTEM CLASS A FIRE RATING

16 STANDARD COLOR OPTIONS
4 PRINT OPTIONS

BOARD & BATTEN COIL

COIL WIDTH 13.5”

GAUGE 26 Gauge

SUBSTRATE AZM® or Galvalume

LF WEIGHT | LENGTH 0.84# | 1,000 LF

RB
Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

Crafted for durability and style, our Board & Batten Coil is the perfect
choice for creating high-quality siding that stands the test of time. With
superior weather resistance and a wide range of color options, this coil
ensures a flawless, long-lasting appearance for any project. Whether
Eve"aSI facing harsh climates or everyday wear, metal board and batten siding
Illlllflllg, Inc. stands strong, safeguarding your home for generations.

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL EVERLASTROOFING.COM | 888.339.0059
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JANUS INTERNATIONAL

PHONE: 770-562-2850

FAX: 770-562-1991

Janus International Group: Built for Builders, Powered by Innovation

anus International Group remains

at the forefront of the self-storage,

commercial and industrial door in-

dustries. What began in 2002 with
just 18 employees and a breakthrough
third-generation steel roll-up door has
grown into a global company built on
innovation, quality and trusted partner-
ships.

Founder David Curtis engineered that
original maintenance-free, dead axle door
to outperform the competition—and it
did. Over two decades later, that same
commitment to excellence continues to
drive Janus’s growth and product evolu-
tion.

Today, Janus employs nearly 2,400 peo-
ple and operates across North America,
the UK, France, Poland and Australia—
and has cemented its place as a top-per-
forming business beyond just doors.

Their comprehensive solutions include:

« A full line of roll-up and swing doors
in multiple sizes and over 30 color options

» Door replacement, retrofitting and
restoration services

« Relocatable storage units

« Facility maintenance and improve-
ment programs

o The industry’s most advanced smart
access technology

Their award-winning Noké™ Smart
Entry platform continues to push the
boundaries of facility automation. New
for this year, Noké ION™ is a magnetic,

hardwired, inside-the-door smart lock
that complements Noké ONE™, the bat-
tery-powered external smart lock. Togeth-
er, these technologies deliver a complete,
mobile-enabled access control solution
for today’s facilities.

And the industry has taken notice.

In 2025, Janus won three ISS Best of
Business Awards:

« Best Self-Storage Door

« Best Retrofitting/Refurbishing

« Best Technology Innovation

Additionally, for the fourth consecu-
tive year, Janus is honored to receive the
Gold Key of Excellence, voted on by
builders nationwide for offering the best
products, best service and best prices.

When you partner with Janus Interna-
tional, youre aligning with a team that
knows the industry, understands your
challenges and delivers reliable solutions
backed by decades of expertise.

Roll with Janus—because perfor-
mance, partnership and innovation
come standard. RB
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BLOW AWAY YOUR EXPECTATIONS,
NOT YOUR DOORS.

Our CERTIFIED WIND-LOAD RATED METAL ROLL-UP DOORS are engineered to
withstand harsh conditions all while keeping your property secure and dry. With
superior construction and innovative design, these doors are built to endure heavy
winds and extreme weather. Tested to meet stringent building codes, the 3100, 3400,
and 3652 MODELS deliver long-lasting durability with minimal maintenance.

WITH JANUS, FINDING PEACE OF MIND IS EASY-BREEZY.

Janusintl.com
To learn more about JANUS,

@ ﬂ scan here or call 770-629-9313.
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KIRSCH BP/SHARKSKIN ROOF UNDERLAYMENTS
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PROJECT: ST. PETERS CATHEDRAL, ERIE, PA

Scope of works: Slate Re-Roof, Standing Seam Copper Roof,
and Gutters Replacement

Contractor: A.W. Farrell & Son, Inc. Erie, Pennsylvania

Copper Roof and Gutters: Armor Fab, LLC, Erie, Pennsylva-
nia. 30-SQ of Copper Roofing. 750’ feet of gutter

Project Manager: Randy Pace

Assistant Project Manager: Tony Lazarony

Slate Foremen: Sean Irwin and Gary Fish, and Journeyman
Paul Gibbs from Roofer’s Local 210. 230-SQ of Slate

Copper Work Foremen: Kody Pace and Chris Hogue from
Sheetmetal Local 12

In 1873, ground was broken to begin the building of the St.
Peters Cathedral in Erie, Pennsylvania. A slate roof was installed
on the steep pitches, along with a standing seam copper roof at
lower pitches, and copper gutters set-into the stone perimeter of
the roof.

Prior to the re-roof $2 million in “gold leaf” was applied to the
walls and ceilings inside the church. This meant the winter prior
to the new roof installation the existing roof had to be protected.
The re-roof began in the Spring of 2023, with the 150-year-old
slate being removed first, as Sharkskin Ultra SA® was installed to
protect the Cathedral.

Sharkskin Ultra SA® was chosen for the re-roof of the St. Pe-
ters Cathedral, in Erie, Pennsyl-
vania, for its long term 50-year
warranty and High-Temp rating
under the new Greenstone Slate
roof and Standing Seam Copper
Roof. In addition, the Cathedral is
approximately a little more than a
mile from Lake Erie. Lake Erie is
known for its strong “lake breeze”
winds. The men from A.W. Farrell
& Son, Inc., have experience with
Sharkskin Ultra SA® and know
once installed properly, it’s not go-
ing to blow off.

In addition, the walking surface of the Sharkskin Ultra SA®
provided the men setting the roof scaffolding, and roof jacks with
a safe walking surface. The scaffolding set directly on top of the
Sharkskin Ultra SA® was leak-free during the roof installation.
Sharkskin Ultra SA provided leak-free protection on the entire
project from start to finish, as well as providing 12-Month UV
Protection.

With the top of the Cathedral steeple at 300’ and the distance to
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WEBSITE: www.sharkskinroof.com

PHONE: 877-742-7507

the top of the gutters at 80’-100 it
was important that the project ran
smoothly. Every pallet of slate had
to be “ring tested,” which means a
hammer is used to test the slate,
to make sure there are no cracks.
The slate will ping in just the right
way to confirm, soundness. In ad-
dition, slate was pulled from three
separate pallets onto one, to main-
tain even color dispersion across
the roof plane, to eliminate blotches of lighter and darker slates.

The standing seam copper roof panels and copper gutters were
fabricated locally by Armor Fab, LLC, owned by Robert Pace. The
copper gutters were made in 20" lengths and craned up to the
roof. The on-site crane was invaluable for the installation of both
the Copper Sheetmetal work and slate roof installation.

Another beautiful roof installation from the men at A.W. Far-
rell & Son, Inc. RB



http://www.sharkskinroof.com
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Gatlinburg
Convention Center
Gatlinburg, TN

February 4-5, 2026

FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
CONTACT MISSY BEYER:
missy@shieldwallmedia.com
715-350-6658 * FAX 1-715-227-8680
www.ruralbuildershow.com
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QUALITY DOESN’T HAPPEN
OVERNIGHT

rue quality is earned — not

claimed. It takes years of rigorous

testing, real-world performance,

and proven durability to create a
product that stands above the rest — espe-
cially in exterior fasteners. At Maze Nails,
we understand that better than anyone.
That's why we've spent generations per-
fecting our craft.

Since 1848, Maze Nails has been root-
ed in the lumber business. Over the de-
cades, we've grown, evolved, and adapted
to meet the ever-changing needs of the
building industry. Today, we're proud to
be recognized as the #1 Specialty Nail
Manufacturer in the USA, with a product
line trusted by professionals across the
post-frame industry.

What sets us apart? Precision. Experi-
ence. Reliability. Our top-of-the-line ma-
chinery, expertly trained team, and deep
industry knowledge allow us to produce
nails that consistently outperform the
competition. But quality doesn't stop at
manufacturing — we've also mastered the
logistics. From managing inventory and
raw materials to ensuring timely ship-
ments, our operations are as dependable
as the products we ship.

While cost is always a consideration, it
should never come at the expense of qual-
ity. Choosing cheaper, lower-grade fasten-
ers may save a few dollars upfront — but
can lead to costly repairs and failures
down the road. At Maze Nails, we don't
cut corners. We never compromise our
standards to match low-quality imports.

Our commitment to excellence has
earned us nationwide loyalty, numerous
industry accolades, and a reputation built
on results.

We invite you to experience the Maze
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MAZE NAILS

WEBSITE: www.mazenails.com

Nails difference. Try our Double Hot-
Dipped Galvanized Stormguard® nails—
and see why generations of builders have
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PHONE: 800-435-5949

FAX: 815-223-7585

trusted Maze for quality that lasts.
A quality building deserves quality
nails. Choose Maze. RB



http://www.mazenails.com

NAIL IT RIGHT
EVERY TIME

Maze Premium Post Frame Nails

Building
* America

* one NAIL
atatime
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COMPONENTS

40 YEARS

., This recognition reaffirms our steadfast
L

commitment to the core values that have
defined us since 1985: reliable delivery,
industry-leading  customer service, and
innovative products that simplify construction
in the rural building and post-frame industry.

For 40 years, we have proudly served
customers across the United States and
Canada by manufacturing and delivering
high-quality components that help bring their
building visions to life. From the beginning,
we have prioritized sourcing nearly all our
materials in the United States to ensure
consistency, reliability, and trust in every
product. With most products shipping within
a week, our industry-best lead times reflect
our dedication to speed and accuracy. Our
experienced customer service team supports

each client through the entire process from MTeamﬁg,g,t

Z
o

product selection to final installation. ;




E i E 800-360-6467
SPENCER, IA
E i MWICOMPONENTS.COM

Innovation continues to lead our growth, including the launch of several new high-performance
products. Titan Board is a durable, UV-resistant PVC cladding ideal for interior walls and
ceilings, offering a clean finish at a cost comparable to other wall coverings. X-Cell Closures are
dense foam strips that seal gaps between roof decks and panels, protecting against moisture,
pests, and air leaks, even in subfreezing temperatures. Our X-Treme Series, featuring the XE
and X2 Hybrid Closures, combines durability with easy installation. Made from vented PET
fibers, they allow airflow, reduce freezing risk, and block dirt and pests. The XE offers a budget-
friendly 1.5-inch width, while the X2 is 2 inches wide. Both the XE and the X2 are available for
the Ag Panel 9"OC and the R-Panel profiles.

In addition to our newest innovations, we

continue to manufacture a strong lineup of

trusted, high-performance products including

Cupolas, Track and Hardware, Ridge

Ventilation, Soffit and Trim Ventilation, Dutch

and Arcadian Doors, Horse Stalls, and

Reflective Insulation. Each is crafted to meet

the highest standards of quality and

y performance. We also proudly distribute

Polycarbonate and PVC panels that enhance

animal health and productivity in agricultural

settings. Practical solutions like Uni-Seal and

M the Labor Saver continue to provide added

MWI COMPONENTS value by simplifying metal roofing and retrofit
installations.

We are deeply grateful to our loyal customers,
dedicated employees, and industry partners
who have made this achievement possible.
Your support inspires us to continuously
improve, innovate, and deliver excellence
across every touchpoint.

y Thank you for recognizing MWI Components = .
, with the 2025 Golden Key of Excellence
Award. It is our honor to serve the rural
building and post-frame industry, and we look & '
. forward to what the future holds.



https://www.mwicomponents.com
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@\ Steel Dynamics®

Fiat Roli Group

WEBSITE: www.steeldynamics.com

ince its founding in 1993, Steel Dynamics Inc.” has

proudly provided best-in-class customer service and

support, quality, innovative technology, and most im-

portantly, a focus on safety for all of its employees. Cre-
ating and maintaining a healthy and safe work environment is
core to SDI's values. The company strives to maintain a safety-fo-
cused culture to help ensure that every team member goes home
safely at the end of each shift, and takes an active role in remain-
ing safe, both on the job and at home.

Over the past 30 years, the SDI Flat Roll Group has grown
from a single mini mill operation in Butler, Indiana, into five di-
visions across the United States, each offering unique capabilities
and products. Three electric arc furnace (EAF) mills in Butler,
Indiana, Columbus, Mississippi, and Sinton, Texas, form the
backbone of SDI’s steelmaking operations, producing millions of
tons of flat rolled steel every year. These locations offer in-house
metallic coating and pre-paint services, creating a streamlined
supply chain for customers. Six finishing lines at the Heartland
Division in Terre Haute, Indiana, and The Techs in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, round out SDI’s flat-rolled capabilities, offering
niche sizes and coatings not found anywhere else.

SDI is one of the largest domestic producers of Galvalume®
coated steel coils, which are often painted at one of their 6 pre-
paint lines. Painted Galvalume® steel sheet is the material of
choice for siding and roofing, providing superior weather resis-
tance and longevity to any structure. SDI has more than 20 years
of experience producing painted Galvalume® coils and is an in-
dustry-leading expert on the product.

As one of the most sustainable steelmakers in the world, all
of SDI’s steel-making operations utilize EAF technology, which
produces significantly less carbon emissions than traditional ba-
sic oxygen furnaces. This, along with strategic partnerships with
clean energy providers, allows SDI to boast some of the lowest
scope 1 and scope 2 emissions in the industry.

SDI is continuously working to develop new and innovative
products and services to better support an ever-evolving steel in-
dustry. A recent product of this innovative drive is the Tru-Steel
HDe* digital print line in Butler, Indiana. This cutting-edge opera-
tion utilizes a large-format digital printer to transfer hi-resolution
images of natural materials like wood and stone onto steel sheet.
The printer’s ability to output millions of colors creates images
with incredible depth and detail.

On a much grander scale, SDI begins production this year at
their new, state-of-the-art aluminum rolling mill in Columbus,
Mississippi, aptly named Aluminum Dynamics™. This facility will
allow SDI to serve the aluminum packaging, automotive, con-
struction, and transportation industries with high-quality prod-
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STEEL DYNAMIGS

PHONE: 260-969-3500
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ucts and customer service.

SDI is proud to once again be the recipient of a Gold Key award
and is thankful for both the team that made it possible, and for
the customers who continue to work with and support them. RB


http://www.steeldynamics.com

TrurSteel HD

@\) You Can See The Difference.

High-resolution images of real wood.
Digitally printed on steel.
Over 30 unigue patterns.

Made in the USA.

of Excellence
Award Winner

Visit Tru-SteelHD.com or scan the QR code for more information.

Actual product color may vary from images shown due to lighting conditions, time of day,
and atmospheric factors. For color accuracy, please request a physical sample.

© 2025 Steel Dynamics, Inc.



S

MALCHINERY

WEBSITE: www.swimachinery.com

WI is proving you can work
smarter, not harder.

While many sheet metal
forming equipment manufac-
turers are touting their automated so-
lutions, the proof is in SWI's numbers.
Check out the stats of the part forming
automation after just one day of demon-
strations during Australian Manufactur-

ing Week in Melbourne, Australia.
The system logged 354 completed parts
in just under 10 hours. The significance

1. CX5 Coil Changer picks coil material
according to job specifications.

4. Sheet Loader System collects and sorts
blanks, then positions into Long Folder.

1 GOLD KEY WON

SWI MACHINERY

PHONE: 770-766-0880

From Coil to Finished Part...

of this was summed up nicely by Darren
Monson, VP of Sales at SWI.

“Production numbers like this can eas-
ily exceed what some of our customers do
in real life in an average day of production
— let alone running demonstrations at a
trade exhibit. The key is our automation
that allows us to run these kinds of num-
bers in just a short span of time with little
to no operator intervention.”

While SWI is not the first to introduce
production automation, the ease-of-use of

2. Coils are loaded into the Uncoiler and fed

into the slitter.

5. Duplex Long Folder bends. sheet metal
material to part specs.
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SWI machinery, combined with proven
output, is sure to make an impact on the
rural builder marketplace.

Jason Smoak of SWI adds, “We can
automate an entire production line for
those companies looking to take it to the
next level. By themselves, SWI machines
are very reliable and easy to operate. But
working together as an automated solu-
tion, we are achieving exceptional pro-
duction capacity...from coil to finished
part” RB

6. Part Handler/UnIoade collects finished

parts and moves to collection area.


http://www.swimachinery.com

WORLD-CLASS INNOVATIONS FOR SHEET METAL FABRICATORS

FROM COIL
10 FINISHED
PART...

8o O~ & = 4>

LOADING UNCOILING BLANKING FEEDING FOLDING

WE’RE PROVING YOU CAN
WORK SMARTER, NOT HARDER.

On their own, each SWI machine is very reliable and known for ease
of use. But working together as a fully-automated solution, we’re
achieving exceptional production throughput from coil to finished Gold Key

L . of Excellence
part — which is perfect for today’s rural builder. Award Winner

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE
770.766.0880 | swimachinery.com

MAKE THE SWITCH. SWIN

MALCHINERY




K\‘UNITED
STEEL SUPPLY

WEBSITE: www.unitedsteelsupply.com

nited Steel Supply wins its sev-
enth consecutive Rural Builder
Gold Key of Excellence award,
following its first win in 2019.

As Americas largest distributor of
painted steel and Galvalume®, United
Steel Supply builds its reputation on a
guiding principle of service.

“What an amazing recognition,” says
United Steel Supply National Sales Man-
ager Conrad Farley. “This award means a
great deal to us and we are truly humbled
by this honor and proud to receive an
award and recognition that comes direct-
ly from the rural building marketplace.
We listen to our customers and work hard
to make sure our commitment to service
and quality is always the priority”

United Steel Supply’s dedication to its
customers drives the company and un-
derpins its core objective: delivering the
highest level of service among all steel
providers in the industry. “Our relation-
ships with our customers give us the
opportunity to listen to what they care
about then work hard to provide the best
service and quality. Everyone at United
Steel Supply takes personal pride and re-
sponsibility in valuing every order we re-
ceive by a customer and we never take it
for granted,” said Farley. “It's never about
where we are todays; it’s about 1 year from
today, 5 years from today, and how we
help our customers’ growth and success
long term?”

United Steel Supply holds its customers
in high esteem and delivers value-added
solutions at every opportunity. The com-
pany focuses on metal construction and
roofing materials and serves customers
coast-to-coast.

“We truly lead by service,” said Farley.
“We focus on providing service that is
second to none and feel everything else
will fall in line. We hope that commit-
ment to service and responsiveness gives

7 GOLD KEYS WON

our customers the edge they need to stay
competitive in their own markets.”

Farley expresses his gratitude for the
company receiving its seventh consecu-
tive Gold Key. “Our customers are our
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UNITED STEEL SUPPLY

PHONE: 512-263-0954

friends and it's always so good to hear
from a good friend. That’s what this award
is! We are truly blessed and beyond grate-
ful. Thank you, again, to all the customers
who voted for United Steel Supply. RB
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TruSteel HD

c?\) You Can See The Difference.

Available today from United Steel Supply.
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of Excellence
Award Winner

Visit Tru-SteelHD.com or scan the QR code for more info.

©2025:United Steel Supply
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AGU-FORM

WEBSITE: www.acuformequipment.com PHONE: 330-674-4003 FEAX: 330-674-4035

stablished in 2010, Acu-Form has provided nothing less

than the highest quality roll forming machines. We use

tried and true manufacturing processes that prioritize

proven design and strict quality control checks that al-
low us to offer the Acu-Form promise.

Acu-Form Thru-Hardened D2 Steel: Machines are manufac-
tured with high-quality materials to ensure durability and perfor-
mance at costs enabling profitability.

Power Options: We offer hydraulic, mechanical, and electrical
power sources depending on your needs, including options for
full automation.

Pre-Tested Machines: All Acu-Form machines are tested us-
ing customer supplied material. This enables turnkey operation
upon installation.

Versatile Growth Options: Beyond the initial investment,
Acu-Form provides guidance and design of additional machinery
that will provide enhancement and expansion of current product

PHONE NUMBER:

L]

@
/4
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offerings.

Shipping & Installation: Upon machine completion, full ser-
vice shipping and installation is available including the arrange-
ment of technical support to connect to your power supply.

Acu-Form is here to support you beyond just delivery and in-
stallation. The purchase of any machine always includes access to
technical support, as well as a full line of replacement parts that
are available for immediate delivery. RB

AGU-FORM

Manufacturer Of Roll Forming Equipment
Millersburg, OH

Panel Lines Shears Wrappers Custom
Trim Machines  Slitters J-Channel Machines
Uncoilers Corners Ridge Caps
of%’f:g Order Machine Based Full-Service Shipping Customer Versatile Growth
Award Winner On Your Needs & Installation Available Support Options

WEBSITE:


http://www.acuformequipment.com
http://www.acuformequipment.com
mailto:WAYNE@ACu-Form.com
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a A.J. MANUFACTURING, INC.

WEBSITE: www.ajdoor.com

PHONE: 800-328-9448

Quality Doors and Windows for the Post-Frame Market

.J. Manufacturing is honored to

be recognized by our customers

with another Gold Key Award.

Our employees are thankful for

the collaborative customer relationships

and the trust that those customers have in

AJ’s products and services. Our entire team

appreciates the opportunity to be an innova-

tive partner to the post frame industry and

looks forward to meeting the continuously
expanding needs of the industry.

A.J. Manufacturing’s goal is to be easy to

work with, deliver on-time, respond quickly

consistently, our customers

EZ FIT trim on a
series 7100 door.

can focus on their business
and customers. In addi-
tion to the basics, we are
constantly looking to im-
prove the quality and per-
formance of our products
while holding costs in-line.

Quality materials, ex-

EZ-v trim on a Harmony window.

ceptional customer service,
innovative designs, and a dedication to excellence are the prin-

ciples that make up A.J’s promise to continue to deliver value be-
yond customer’s expectations. For more information about any

to issues, and to be trusted as a supplier. When we do these things ~ of A.J’s products call 1-800-328-9448 or visit ajdoor.com. RB

AJ MANUFACTURING, INC.

BUILDING IDEAS

(€ 800-328-9448 (D www.ajdoor.com

-

- 1y
2025 Gold Key

of Excellence
TH E #] Award Winner

CHOICEFOR FINISH

By A.J. Manufacturing

Quality Finish that Inspires Trust

A.J. Manufacturing has been painting, in-house, for over 20 years. Today we provide a high quality finish
on all doors and windows using Sherwin Williams Polane® Solar Reflective Polyurethane Enamel. The
Sherwin Williams enamel is a two-component polyurethane heat reflective coating for exterior use on heat
sensitive substrates providing excellent color and gloss retention. A.J. windows are available with custom
painted exteriors and white, tan, or champagne interiors and grids are always color matched to accent
your building. Doors can be fully painted or painted on just the exterior.

Benefits of Polane® Solar Reflective
Polvurethane Enamel include:

Protects heat sensitive substrates from heat build
up due to solar radiation

- Mar, abrasion, and chemical resistance
- Free of lead and chromate hazards

- Designed to meet AAMA 614, AAMA 624, and AAMA 2604
performance specifications

- Painted finish on exterior only on windows

@ Made in the USA

- Painted finish on interior/exterior on doors


http://www.ajdoor.com
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WEBSITE: www.ascmt.com

WHICH PANEL ROLLFORMING
LINE FITS MY NEEDS?

e decision to purchase the right Panel Rollforming Line
for your current and future needs is not easy! Each con-
figuration has advantages and disadvantages depending
on the application and existing setup in your plant.

ASC is proud to offer three Panel Rollforming Lines, which all
feature High Quality Cast Rollformer Stands and multiple Pre-
and Post-Cut Options. All Lines come with a Touchscreen Con-
troller with optional Upload/Download of Orders, and Remote
Support.

1. The ALPHA SERIES™ is a
feed-to-stop Rollforming Line and -~
the lower-cost option for customers -

| &=

with reduced production volumes.
The Line features a close-coupled
front end or a hydraulic Post-Cut

PREMIUM QUALITY

ROLLFORMING MACHINERY

MADE IN THE USA SINCE 1949

PANEL LINES

TRIM ROLLFORMER
PURLIN LINES

ROLL UP DOOR LINES
SEAMING STATIONS
ROLL UP STATIONS
TRACK LINES
DECKING LINES

COIL UPENDER
DOUBLE HEMMER

.. and much more!

o

SIMPLY
SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

TEL (509) 534-6600

BfXin
WWW.ASCMT.COM

ASG MACHINE TOOLS

PHONE: 509-534-6600

Shear, both keeping the line footprint under 40!
2. The SELECT SERIES™ is de- SRT
signed for customers with increased

production needs and offers a vari-
ety of additional features to improve
throughput and efficiency. Depend-
ing on the product and Cut-Off Sys-
tem, the Line offers production speeds between 150 and 250 fpm!

3. The CLASSIC SERIES™ has been the strongest workhorse
in the industry for decades! Paired } B
with ASC’s Mechanical Press, the
line offers the highest Net Through-
put speed in the Industry with up to
400 fpm on 10’ panel lengths!

All of these lines are proudly de- s NN
signed and manufactured in the U.S. in Spokane, Washington,
since 1949. RB
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ASC MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

SPOKANE, WA USA



http://www.ascmt.com

| | |
A »
19 GOLD KEYS WON

o e =
BUILDING PRODUCTS

(14 nvisible products, but noticeable service,” summarized At-
las Building Products company president Don Bratcher. At-
las Building Products specializes in accessory products like
fasteners, sealant, venting, and closure, where the more in-

visible they are the better the productis. .

“As soon as someone notices or has to

think too much about the fasteners at-

taching a metal roof, there’s a problem.”

Although their products may blend
seamlessly into a finished roof, their
service to their customers attracts at-
tention. When asked what makes Atlas
stand out in the marketplace, Bratcher
said, “We have the capabilities, technical knowledge, and logistical
footprint to successfully support our customer’s business needs na-
tionwide; and 129 years of experience doing it.”

This commitment to service over the last century has propelled

L\
BUILDING PRODUCTS

Building Products Simplified

WEBSITE: www.atlasfasteners.com

Strong Fasteners.
Better Builds.

ATLAS BUILDING PRODUCTS

PHONE: 800-321-6977

them to the forefront of the industry, positioning them as the lead-
ing provider of fasteners for the PEMB, Post Frame, and Component
sectors in the USA.

Strategically positioned across three key locations, their facili-
ties ensure swift and efficient delivery
nationwide. Each Atlas site has the ca-
pability to streamline operations, from
painting, packaging, and shipping of
fasteners, to cutting closures to meet
specialized requirements promptly. At
their headquarters in Ashland, Ohio,
they also manufacture high quality fas-
teners. To learn more about Atlas, visit
their website at atlasfasteners.com.

We are honored to present Atlas Building Products with their 19th
Gold Key of Excellence award. This is an amazing testament to their
impact on our industry. Please join us in congratulating Atlas. RB

ASHLAND, OH
(800) 3v21-6977

~y
FLAT ROCK, NC
(828) 6;!-2603

Reliable metal-to-metal and

Wood Ultimate®

Metal Ultimate®

T

fastening—available nationwide

ATLASFASTENERS.COM

[Low-Pro]?Metal®

metal-to-wood

»

HOUSTON, TX
(800) 503-2105

Woodtite® 304 Stainless®

T

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com

Endurafast®
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YEARS STRONG

BECK - WHERE
(R)EVOLUTION
HAPPENS

At BECK, we're not just

about fastening - we're about
revolutionizing the way you
connect. Our innovative
technology takes strength to new
heights and is designed with
sustainability in mind. Expect
durability and longevity from our
fastening solutions. With BECK,
your projects are guaranteed to
stand the test of time. Explore
more at www.beck-fastening.com

BECK AMERICA INC.
800-239-8665
WWW.BECK-FASTENING.COM

4 GOLD KEYS WON

[3 BECK

Beyond Fa: g

BEGCK AMERIGA INC.

WEBSITE: www.beck-fastening.com
PHONE: 800-239-8665

hank you to everyone who voted! We are honored to be

nominated into this select group for the fourth year in

a row by our customers. BECK America proudly serves

as North Americas distribution arm for BECK, which
has over 120 years of expertise in fastening technology, focused
on our customers’ needs. We are committed to addressing chal-
lenges in fastening technology while maintaining high standards
in materials and customer service. Products such as innovative
robotic fastening solutions, the world’s first pneumatically driv-
en collated wooden nail - LIGNOLOC?®, and the one and only
SCRAIL?, just to name a few. Our aspiration is “BEYOND FAS-
TENING;” as we strive to offer our customers much more than
just fastening systems. RB

FASCO® Cordless '+
Joist/Anchor Nailer [}
with SCRAIL®
Anchor & Anchor
Nails

FASCO® F91B
Jumbo Nailer &
Jumbo Nails

FASCO® F70G Cordless
Fence Stapler & Diamond
Coated Fence Staples
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BERADBURY WEBSITE: www.bradburygroup.com PHONE: 620-345-6394

GROUP

hether you are a com-
pany with entry-level
production  require-
ments or an established
manufacturer, The Bradbury Group
designs and builds roll forming and
coil processing equipment that will
grow your business. Bradbury Group
provides quality metal panel and
standing seam roll formers, purlin roll
formers, trim roll formers, trim fold-
ers, recoiling lines, insulated panel

produce the highest quality panel in the
industry. The Bradbury B.O.S.S.™ shear
panel line has production speeds up to
300 FPM with an accuracy of 1/16” and is
a reliable option for established manufac-
turers with high volume demand.

Purlin line models from The Bradbury
Group include the Hayes QC300™, the
Hayes FC350™, the Bradbury VTR™+plus,
and the Bradbury QTR™ that range from
a semi-manual changeover system to a

: fully automatic changeover system with
lines, coil processing lines, levelers, metal shingle and tile lines, ~ 8-gauge material capacity, 24” web width capability, auto nesting,
automated production lines, and related equipment for numer-  and purlin stacking.
ous industries. For over 65 years, Bradbury has been a trusted industry leader

For companies who want to start manufacturing panels, Brad-  for manufacturers around the world. Contact us to talk about
bury Group entry-level pre- and post-cut roll forming lines  your manufacturing process wants and needs. RB

Gold Key
of Excellence
Award Winne\(

Metal Panel & Standing Seam Roll Formers Purlin Roll Formers
Trim Folders Trim Roll Formers Recoiling Lines Levelers
Insulated Panel Lines Metal Shingle & Tile Lines Coil Processing Lines

From entry level to high-production equipment,
 — The Bradbury Group will help grow your business. —

WE BUILD MACHINES. WE SELL SOLUTIONS.

+1.620.345.6394 bradbury@bradburygroup.com bradburygroup.com

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com 41
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Al el

WEBSITE: www.chiefbuildings.com

-t |

hen it comes to agricultural operations, durability
and efficiency are key. Chief Buildings offers top-
tier metal building solutions that stand up to the
toughest farm and ranch conditions. Our custom-
izable structures are ideal for equipment storage, livestock hous-
ing, and grain handling facilities. Built with high-quality steel and
engineered for longevity, Chief Buildings reduce maintenance
costs and provide reliable protection year-round. Farmers appre-

CHIEF

BUILDINGS

800-845-1767
chiefbuildings.com

When it comes to desighing and
manufacturing custom-engineered
metal building systems, we have
the experience and expertise to
bring your vision to life.

16X GOLD KEY
AWARD WINNER

CHIEF BUILDINGS

PHONE: 800-845-1767
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ciate the quick construction timelines and flexibility in design,
which allow for future expansion as operations grow. With nearly
60 years of experience and a commitment to American-made ex-
cellence, Chief Buildings understands the needs of agricultural
producers. Whether youre building a new barn or expanding
storage, investing in a Chief Building means investing in a struc-
ture that works as hard as you do. Quality, strength, and service
— Chief delivers it all.

4
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COMBILIFT LIFTING INNOVATION

WEBSITE: www.combilift.com PHONE: 336-378-8884

COMBILIET

LiFTING INNOVATION

ombilift has revolutionized the material-handling sec- For more information, you can contact us at Combilift.com /
tor by providing custom-made and space-saving solu-  +1 336-378-8884. RB
tions to your problems since 1998.
The Irish manufacturer offers a wide range of multi-
directional forklifts, pedestrian stackers, sideloaders, narrow aisle
articulated trucks, container loaders, and straddle carriers with
capacities ranging from 2,200 Ibs to 200,000 lbs.
Multidirectional forklift models such as those in the C-Series
and CB range are designed to travel sideways while handling
long and bulky loads, for example pipes, timber panels, or steel.
The sideways function eliminates the need for overhead carrying
while navigating tight spaces, which significantly reduces the risk
of injury. This, in turn, allows for much better and cost-effective
use of all available space, which is one of a company’s most valu-
able assets. An additional safety feature is that these forklifts are
built with a very low center of gravity, allowing for a low-to-the-
ground movement of your load.

UNLOCK—
E“Env .' ‘:.. ...
INGH OF: =——
STIIIIAGE -3
SPACE!"

ENHANCE THE SAFETY, STORAGE AND EFFICIENCY OF YOUR LOGISTICS WITH COMBILIFT

Combilift’s range of multidirectional forklifts, pedestrian reach trucks, straddle carriers and container RB
loaders will allow you to maximize the capacity, improve efficiency and enhance the safety of your facility.

CONTACT US TODAY or20ld Key

To find out how Combilift can help you unlock every inch of your storage space. Award Winner

LiFTING INNOVATION

&

COMBILFT

combilift.com
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IRECT METALS INC. (DMI) is
a supplier of fasteners, closure
strips, and other building acces-
sories for the steel-frame, post-
frame, industrial, and residential build-
ing industries. A core tenet of the DMI
philosophy is to market products that
enhance the value of any building project.
Key products include the PANCLIP Pan-
cake and Wafer head fasteners along with
panel clips for standing seam metal roof
systems. These fasteners pass rigid Dade
County specifications for use in high-cor-
rosion areas.

Building owners and homeowners to-
day demand more quality in the fasteners
and accessories that have become a more

WEBSITE: www.directmetalsinc.com

11 GOLD KEYS WON

important part of their commercial or
residential metal roof project. Corrosion
resistance is a key concern. DMI Carbon
steel screws are standard with a 1,000-
hour rated corrosion resistant coating.
The DMI exclusive 304 SS cap SCAMP
screws are essential to keep intact a 40-
year metal panel warranty. The SCAMP is
Dade County listed. Powder-coated color
matching is available for many standard
industry panel colors.

DMI is a supplier to the nation’s largest
roofing supply companies. The BULLET
BOOT roof vent pipe and GOOSENECK
stove and dryer vent flashings carry a 35-
year warranty, color match a shingle roof,
and are Florida Building Code approved.

DIRECT METALS, INC.

PHONE: 855-800-8878

FAX: 239-599-8545

Other building accessories include 304
and 316 SS rivets, BUTYL*ROLL tape
mastic and tube sealants, EPDM pipe
flashings, foil insulation, solid and vented
closure strips and rolls and the most ex-
tensive polycarbonate panel line available
for sidelight and skylight applications.

In 3rd quarter 2025, DMI will introduce
its own design WOODZIP & STEELZIP
fasteners for post-frame & steel-frame
applications. Paired with the 304 SS Cap
SCAMP, this will form the most corrosion
resistant line of carbon steel & long-life
fasteners in the industry.

DMI again thanks the readers of RU-
RAL BUILDER for this GOLD KEY
award. RB

SINGLE SOURCE

PANCLIP

|3°25| Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

SCAMP

Whether a metal roof is

standing seam or exposed
fastener, DMI has the high

quality products for a

successful roof project.

PANCLIP low-profile Pancake & Wafer Head standing seam roof
screws & panel clips for SNAP-LOCK & MECHANICAL LOCK profiles.

SCAMP 304 SS Cap Type 17 & SD Points for Post-Frame &
Steel-Frame metal building applications have a 40 year warranty.

PANCLIP & SCAMP Fasteners meet Dade County, FL specifications

for coastal, high-corrosion applications.

Accessories such as Pipe Flashings, Butyl Mastic & tube sealants,
304 SS Rivets, solid & vented foam closure strips round out the product line.

WITH EVERYTHING BUT THE COIL, DMI IS THE COMPLETE SOURCE
FOR THE METAL ROOFING MANUFACTURER.

CALL 855-800-8878 » www.directmetalsinc.com
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FASTENERS

WEBSITE: www.goldenrulefastenersinc.com

t Golden Rule Fasteners, we

have been committed to ex-

cellence in every aspect of our

business since our beginning in

1991. We work with suppliers in the U.S.

and Taiwan to provide the best products

available. We develop innovative new de-

signs to move the industry forward, make

the job easier, and provide an aestheti-

cally pleasing finished project. We listen

to our customers to identify the need for

new products or new variations of existing
products.

We have over 30,000 square feet stocked

full of inventory. Our extensive inventory

allows us to ship most orders same day.

1]
2025
3 GOLD KEYS WON

Thanks to our quick turnaround time on
orders, our customers are able to stock
less product in their warehouses, freeing
up capital for other areas of their business.

Our focus on service is not only to ship
orders same day but to make the total buy-
ing experience easy and enjoyable. We re-

GOLDEN RULE FASTENERS

PHONE: 334-283-4030

ceive orders by phone, fax, email, and text
messaging. Our friendly staff are happy to
take orders, answer questions, and provide
product information. We are honored to
receive another Gold Key Award and will
continue to work hard to remain one of
the top suppliers in the industry. RB

GOLDEN RULE FASTENERS, INC.

NOW STOCKING STAR DRIVE PANCAKE SCREWS!

When you need it fast, call Golden Rule Fasteners!

Rule

FPASTENERS

Ph: (334) 283-4030 - Fax: (334) 283-4032 - Email: info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com

(1)
2025 Gold Key
of Excellence
Award Winner
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eatly tucked away down an old country road just out-
side of Montgomery, Indiana, sits the impressive Graber
Post Buildings sales office and manufacturing complex.
Forged from humble and modest beginnings, in 1973
Glen Graber started GPB with the help of three other Amish car-
penters. His purpose was to provide for his entire family.

As a skilled carpenter, Graber knew that providing the best qual-
ity materials and craftsmanship while erecting post-frame build-
ings would be a key factor to his success. In 1987, the supply chain
issues helped him make one of his biggest business decisions ever.
He invested in a computerized rollformer to produce his own sid-
ing and roofing panels. It was a major risk in the early stages of
his business venture, but it yielded great opportunities for future
growth. And it did just that.

Today, Graber Post Buildings has grown year after year while
building on the same core values that Mr. Graber set in place from
day one: providing the best building materials at a fair and compet-
itive price. GPB has over 30 subcontracting crews to build build-

:

Builc on TRUST
Backed By QUALITY

WEBSITE: www.graberpost.com

i)

GRABER POST BUILDINGS, INC.

PHONE: 800-264-5013

ings and install metal roofs in a two-hour radius of Montgomery,
Indiana. We stock and distribute every item needed for post/stud
frame buildings and metal roofs. We build custom wood trusses,
laminated columns, five metal siding/roofing profiles, metal trims,
windows, doors, overhead doors, and any other imaginable items
you may need.

Residential post-frame buildings or “shouses/barndominiums”
have become the popular topic the last few years. To help the de-
sign process, our website features a design tool that allows you to
come up with your own custom design that can then be submitted
for a free, no-obligation quote. We also feature a color visualizer
that will help aid in picking the perfect color combination for your
next build. Finally, to help with design inspiration, we have a gal-
lery with all our top projects to give you great ideas/tips to include
in your next build. For your next garage, shop, shouse, or metal
roof, please give us a call and see how we can help you save money
while getting the building or roof that you've always dreamed of.
To learn more about our company, visit www.graberpost.com. RB

Gold Key

of Excellence

Award Winner

With over 50 years of experience, you can trust our team

to bring you the quality and craftsmanship that you need. ’ GRABERPOST.COM | 800-264-5013
Montgomery, IN 47558 ),
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HIXWOO0D

WEBSITE: www.hixwood.com

PHONE: 715-644-0765

FAX: 715-644-0994

Hixwood Metal LLC Since 1998

ur brand is built on Quality ...

you can count on. Super Rib

100 Premium Quality roofing

and siding, both Textured and
Smooth are the hallmark of our offerings.
Quality equipment to get you product
on the ground when you need it. Quality
people who cater to both contractors and
individual builders alike.

PREMIUM MATERIALS & SERVICE

Super Rib 100-28 ga. G-100 galvanized
has been our hallmark product for de-
cades, and our state-of-the-art machines
will produce custom trims designed by
our customers. We know metal, so when

you call, you will be talking to an expert
who knows the product and can efficiently
and accurately help you with your order.
We are your supplier of choice for premi-
um quality materials, delivered in a timely
manner.

TESTIMONIALS

Don't ask us; ask our customers. “Hix-
wood Metal has continuously delivered
high quality products in a very timely
manner, allowing me to focus on running
the business.”

“I have been purchasing from Hixwood
for the last 10 years. The quality is supe-
rior and you can typically place a large

order and get it delivered or pick it up the
next day!”

“Trust Hixwood to get quality products
on the ground when you need them, and
with piggy-back forklift trucks it makes ev-
erything more efficient for the contractor”

At Hixwood, we have learned that our
legacy gives us a distinct advantage from
somebody trying to get into the panel
business for the first time. Long-term
commitment to the industry is very im-
portant to our customer base and Hix-
wood is here for the long haul.

Thanks to our contractors who are
awarding us the Gold Key award again.
RB

. Gold Key
#wof Excellence
‘Award Winner

From our grassroots heritage to our current
footprint, covering the Midwest to Eastern

United States, we are here to serve you! We
can meet all your postframe building needs,

complete packages OR if you roll your own,

we stock the full spectrum of coil.

715-644-0765 — Fax: 715-644-0994
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| | | LELAND INDUSTRIES INC.

WEBSITE: www.lelandindustries.com PHONE: 800-263-3393

eland Industries domestically manufactures a com-

plete line of fasteners for the metal roofing and clad-

ding industry. We produce self-tapping and self-

drilling sealing fasteners up to 12” in #10, #12, and
#14 diameters.

Leland Industries’ fasteners are 100% North American
made in carbon or stainless steel. Our exclusive JS1000
plating is an industry leader in corrosion protection, and
our Powder Coating is available in 100s of colors to match
any panel (plus, we offer a warranty to match the life of the
panel).

Leland has the ability to manufacture fasteners to meet
the demands and needs of our customers, from standards
to specials. We understand that product availability is para-
mount for our partners and we have been bringing the nut
and bolt fastener business back home since 1984. Please
visit our website for more information. RB

Master DriIIers®

R ) EW?‘ © = @ .‘h% w @
For the post frame building industry Attach metal panel to metal girt or purdin,
MDP metal panel to wood or light steel girt or purlin. stitching & structural applications. Lengths to 8" available.

Master Tappers Pomggl ?2,3}5,!‘9

,,,,,,,,,, :

Roof panel to panel roof sheet to structural A - AB - B points available, type F,
type 23, type 1, BP & more. Lengths to 8” available.

AVAILABLE: A325 STRUCTURAL BOLTS
- A325 Heavy Hex Structural Bolts assembled and unassembled in our convenient
1/4 Keg Pails. Manufactured in 1/2", 5/8" & 3/4" diameters in lengths from 1-1/4” to 6”.

Our Powder Coated paint system allows us to match
your painted steel supplier’s warranty.

800.263.3393 .

o o HONOR
Aw@lnne;. WWw.lelandindustries.com 2025

o TN
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(DEVIS

BUILDING COMPONENTS

evis Building Components® originated as a small op-
eration in Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania. Its founder, Levi
Fisher, pioneered inventive solutions for prevalent chal-

lenges in the metal roofing industry. Among his innova-
tions were the Snow Defender® snow guards and the ReGrip™
screw, engineered to supplant unreliable nails.

Levi’s ingenuity extended to time-saving and cost-effective
techniques for custom painting and color matching roofing fas-
teners. As the business flourished, Levi’s son, Steve Fisher, as-
sumed ownership and CEO responsibilities, steering the com-
pany into an era of expansion.

Now guided by Steve’s direction, Levi’s Building Components®
underwent swift expansion, broadening its product portfolio and
establishing a state-of-the-art facility in 2021. Presently, Levi’s
Building Components® products adorn residences and structures
across the nation.

WEBSITE: www.levisbuildingcomponents.com

LEVI'S BUILDING GOMPONENTS

PHONE: 877-897-7020

Suppliers nationwide rely on the company’s unwavering com-
mitment to product excellence, exceptional customer service,
and prompt delivery. With an extensive and ever-expanding
product lineup, Levi’s Building Components® stands as the go-to
destination for dependable metal roofing and post frame acces-
sories. RB

L/ BUILDING COMPONENTS

INDUSTRY LEADING

SHIPPING

400 Burkholder Drive, Ephrata, PA 17522

877-897-7020

@ Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

www.levisbuildingcomponents.com
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MALCO TOOLS

PHONE: 320-274-7387

Time-Saving Metal Roofing Tools from Malco

n 2025, Malco Tools is proudly cel-
ebrating 75 years of serving the trades
with high quality, ergonomic prod-
ucts, including its newest line of metal
roofing tools for jobs using mechanical
lock standing-seams for stainless steel,
steel, aluminum, copper and zinc panels.
Get more done faster, and with less
manual effort, with Malco’s 1.5” Progres-
sive Profiling Bender Set (FSP1), the 2”
Power-Assisted Metal Cutter (FSXC2) and
2” Power-Assisted Metal Seamer (FSXS2),
and 1” and 1.5” Hand Seamers (FSHS).
The Progressive Profiling Bender Set

Mtz ..

eliminates the need to rent heavy and
cumbersome tools to form male and fe-
male profiles for 1.5” standing seams with
ease and speed.

For light commercial projects, trade
pros can quote repair and retrofit jobs
with confidence, knowing that they can
handle the installation or removal of vir-
tually any material. The Power-Assisted
Seamers and Cutters plug into any cord-
less drill to become the fastest available
on the market — saving valuable time,
energy and money.

For smaller jobs, select the 1”7 or 1.57

FSP1 7/
175" Pro'yress_ive

Proud to be A 2025 Gold Key of Excellence Winner

The

Newest

Iitems
from our
Metal
Bender
Line!

FSHS2 & FSHS
Hand Seamers -

22" Power Assisted Met/al Cuf

"'-r-ii/letal Seame
\ |

1”7 and 1.5”

Malco Tools, Inc.
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Hand Seamers to finish panels with a
high-performance tool that gets the job
done right, every time. Designed for
seaming both the first (90°) stage and
second (180°) stage locks of a mechanical
seam, the FSHS is Malco’s recommended
seamer for closing 1” or 1.5” mechanical
lock panels by hand.

Malco Tools is now part of The Malco
Group, a leading manufacturer and dis-
tributor of high-quality building con-
struction solutions that power the success
of businesses and trade pros across North
America. RB

Annandale, MN ¢ www.malcotools.com ¢ ©2025


http://www.malcotools.com
http://www.malcotools.com

SSSMRS

METAL ROLLFORMING SYSTEMS

WEBSITE: www.mrsrollform.com

etal Rollforming Systems

(MRS) is excited and hon-

ored to receive another Gold

Key of Excellence award.

MRS has been producing roll formers

since 1993 and strives to create the best

roll former for our customers. Metal Roll-

forming Systems aims to be your one-stop

shop for all your roll forming needs, al-

lowing you to save time and money when

purchasing a roll former. Along with our

complete roll former panel lines, we spe-

cialize in custom trim profiles along with

all the needed accessories to complete
your metal panel needs.

Our most recent roll former design is

«fll ]—
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our Patriot Rollforming Line. With an
integrated shear and modular die set, any
number of profiles can be run on a single
machine. This offers our customers flex-
ibility for their production while costing
less than our standard lines. The Patriot
Line can also be reconstructed into a slit
and recoil line, which is ideal for trim and
snap-loc panel manufacturing.

We pride ourselves on our technical sup-
port for our customers. Our customers’
success is our success. Our business is based
largely on repeat customers and referrals,
and we are honored that our customers
speak so highly of us. We live under the
philosophy that, “Service is the lifeblood of

Industry Leading Quality

Unrivaled Service

888.284.6794 | www.mrsrollform.com
info@mrsrollform.com
4511 N Freya St. | Spokane, WA 99217

5] @
-
L»
=]
=
b—
-

A 30 YEAR
HERITAGE

=

Slitting Lines
Stand Alone Cut to Length, & Slit to Recoil

Decoilers, Upenders, Shears
and much more!

8x WINNER
Hppr—
2025

METAL ROLLFORMING SYSTEMS

PHONE: 888-284-6794

our organization. Everything flows from it
and is nourished by it. Customer service is
not a department; it’s an attitude”

We strive to make the best experience
for our customers and to make them con-
fident they’ve purchased the right roll for-
mer from the right company.

Metal Rollforming Systems has grown
from a single man building roll formers
to a 100-person crew. Our complete in-
house design and production allows our
team to keep precision control over each
aspect of the manufacturing process. This
assures us that each roll former is done
right and will be reliable for our custom-
ers for many years to come. RB

A N
T TH
Panel Rollformers
Titan, Signature & Patriot

Trim Rollformers
Single & Multi Profiles

AVA BSERG

TOP 10

PRODUCT
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BUILDING PRODUCTS CORP.

¥
DeckWrap Post

FM DeckWrap provides an
added revenue opportunity.

MFM DeckWrap Pow-
erBond® is a self-adhering
and self-sealing membrane for use on the
structural support system of a deck, as well
as posts. The product features a durable
film surface and patented PowerBond"® ad-
hesive system to aggressively adhere to the
wood surface, even in cold temperatures.
Using DeckWrap PowerBond® will extend
the life of your customer’s decks and posts
by preventing water penetration.

A great accessory product to comple-
ment your deck sales.

Free product samples, technical litera-
ture, installation instructions, and more
are available by calling 800-882-7663 or by
visiting www.mfmbp.com/deckwrap. RB

I Loy > .

Decker PowerBond Deck

11 GOLD KEYS WON

MFM BUILDING PRODUCTS

WEBSITE: www.mfmbp.com

PHONE: 800-882-7663

POWERBOND

SELF-ADHERING PROTECTIVE WRAP

Gold Key
of Excellence
Award Winner

Protection for your deck starts

UNDERNEATH IT.

DeckWrap PowerBond® is the quick and easy way
to extend the life of deck support systems and posts.
Our patented PowerBond® adhesive aggressively
adheres to all wood types, even in temperatures as
low as 25°F. Self-adhering and self-sealing
for protection you can trust, roll after roll.

[ f v ®
AT 7Y\ suiLoinG PRODUCTS CORP.

Request a free sample at www.mfmbp.com. | e '

W A

PROTECTION FOR LEDGER BOARDS - JOIST TOPS ¢ JOIST ENDS « POSTS
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PALRAM

ith over 60 years of ther-
moplastic experience, Pal-
ram is a leading manufac-
turer of Polycarbonate and
PVC sheets. Combining our rich history,
rigorous manufacturing standards, and
commitment to superior service, we've
become trusted partners to contractors
servicing the post frame, pole barn, barn-
dominium, and agricultural outdoor stor-
age buildings and their wet/wash down
areas.

Palram is a leader in daylighting and
interior wall cladding solutions. Palram
branded SUNSKY corrugated polycar-
bonate panels for skylights and sidelights

-! ars
Proven-

WEBSITE: www.palram.com/us

22 GOLD KEYS WON

PALRAM AMERICAS

PHONE: 800-999-9459

have led the market in optimizing natural
daylight and cutting electrical costs for
years.

To eliminate the need for drywall,
spackle, and paint, Palrams DURA-
CLAD® Multiwall Interlocking PVC pan-
els are ideal for interior walls and ceilings.
DURACLAD can be fastened directly to
studs, and feature tongue-and-groove
edges for fast installation and a smooth
and hygienic finish able to withstand ag-
gressive chemicals and cleaning. NEW
Designer Series is available in a white shi-
plap design with the look and feel of real
wood! Custom designs are also available.

Palclad Pro PVC wall and ceiling panels

are an attractive, easy-to-install, and cost-
effective alternative to FRP. Panels are fi-
berglass-free, have a 5-year warranty, and
will not fiberbloom. These durable, low
maintenance panels are Class A fire-rated,
100% recyclable, Clean Air Gold Certified
and USDA/FDA compliant.

For a highly effective and chemical re-
sistant liner panel, Palram’s AG-TUF cor-
rugated PVC panels are maintenance-free
and ideal for agricultural interior clad-
ding.

Palram Americas is proud to receive an-
other Gold Key of Excellence award and
pledges to continue to provide the highest
standards of products and service. RB

Bmlde S'BIutlons.

DAYLIGHTING ¢ WALL AND CEILING PANELS

HﬁwwH

PALRAM PRODUCTS

For more than 60 years, Palram’s
commitment to quality has led
to products that are durable and
versatile with warranties that
ensure your satisfaction!

SUNSKY*®

SUNSKY is the leading corrugated
polycarbonate product for skylights,
sidelights, complete roofs, and
cladding. SUNSKY has 20 times
greater impact resistance than FRP,
plus a lower yellowing index and
the highest light transmission.

m To learn more, contact your local distributor or

PALRAM

call 800-999-9459. Or visit us at: palram.com/us

DURACLAD®

DURACLAD Multiwall Interlocking
PVC interior wall & ceiling panels
have a tongue-and-groove design
allowing for quick installation.
Chemical and water resistant.
Available in bright white and NEW
white shiplap Designer Series.

PALCLAD® PRO

These solid PVC wall cladding
panels are a cost-effective
alternative to FRP. PALCLAD PRO
contains no fiberglass, has a
5-year warranty, and is Class A
fire-rated. Also, chemical and
water resistant.

Excellence
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PERMA

COLUMN.

WEBSITE: www.permacolumn.com
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PERMA-COLUMN LLC

PHONE: 800-622-7190

A Solid Foundation for Sales Growth, Structural Integrity, and Longevity

e post-frame industry has ex-
plored a range of preventative
measures trying to extend the ser-
vice life of wood columns embed-

ded in the ground. Only Perma-Column®
offers truly innovative solutions that ele-
vate wood up and out of the ground entire-
ly and eliminate the chance for wood rot.

Certified by the International Code
Council (ICC), we offer a comprehensive
line of American-made, permanent foun-
dation solutions that deliver long-lasting
benefits to builders and consumers. We
are proud to say we help you build better,
build stronger, and build to last.

At Perma-Column®, we believe struc-

tures should be built to last generations.
Our mission is to improve the perfor-
mance of builders and the post-frame
structures they create. We are dedicated to
advancing the quality and success of the
post-frame industry.

Since the introduction of Perma-Col-
umn® precast concrete columns in 2003,
builders and consumers alike have ben-
efited from solutions that combine the
economy of post-frame construction with
the durability of a concrete foundation.

Perma-Column® precast concrete col-
umns and Sturdi-Wall® anchor brackets
provide lasting support for solid wood
posts, nail-laminated columns, and glue-

Your key to post-frame longevity

permacolumn.com

% PERMA

laminated columns—ensuring the post-
frame foundation will never rot. Specially
formulated precast concrete is three times
stronger than standard concrete. Roboti-
cally welded US-made steel brackets and
reinforcement bars provide unmatched
strength. Super-durable powder coating
protects against rust.

Now more than ever, builders turn to
Perma-Column® to meet the demands
for permanent foundations. Backed by a
lifetime warranty, Perma-Column® prod-
ucts ensure reliable performance for all
types of post-frame structures, including
commercial, residential, agricultural, and
equestrian applications. RB

Permanent post-frame foundations with the
strength of American-made steel, combined
with specially formulated rebar-reinforced
precast concrete. Now more than ever,
builders rely on the proven performance

of the Perma-Column® System and
Sturdi-Wall® Anchor Brackets.

Third-party tested, certified, and proven
Superior engineering and manufacturing

Innovative solutions, nationwide availability

COLUMN. Gz

CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR TODAY
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PIYCO | PLYGO CORPORATION

CORPORATION WEBSITE: www.plyco.com
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PHONE: 800-558-5895

EAX: 800-257-5926

Plyco Corporation, Performance Building Solutions

aking a world of dif- |

ference for over 70

years, Plyco Corpora- \ \
tion thrives on servicing

the post frame construction industry 1\ \

and helping customers build and grow
their business. Plyco believes in a high
level of personal contact and individu-
alized service with its outside territory
sales force along with its experienced
customer service group. The key to Ply-

co’s success is a complete product line
built on highly engineered products with a
high-quality orientation — typically in-house and
3rd party tested to ensure customers and end users are fully

satisfied with the quality, installation, and long-term durability of

Since 1951

the item(s) used.

Plyco products are proudly
manufactured in one of two U.S.
facilities in Indiana and Wisconsin.
This allows the manufacturing and
engineering team to control prod-
uct quality; the kind of quality that
includes staying ahead of the curve
on code changes and making sure
products continue to meet or ex-
ceed code standards — including
Florida Building Code registered
door systems, and AAMA window
performance standards. It’s about

the best products, the best customer service and the best relation-

Performance

N Post Frame

Plyco’'s complete line of products surpasses
building codes and customer expectations
through stringent testing and quality standards.

Plvco 800.558.5895 « plyco.com

CORPORATION

ships with its customers. RB

@ Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

EROUDL
USA

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com 55


http://www.plyco.com
http://www.ruralbuildermagazine.com

11 GOLD KEYS WON

POST PROTECTOR

WEBSITE: www.postprotector.com PHONE: 877-966-8768

protector

1-877-WONT ROT

NEW CONSTRUGTION

m

.| . protector

or Exposure to
the Environment

Post Protector Skirt-Board Protector

EXISTING BUILDING

proservative

“RE-TREAT”
In-Service Posts

Proven Utility Pole Maintenance Technology

Those that KNOW... GO POST PRO!
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ut our large inventory to work

for you and watch your business

grow! Located in Southeastern

Pennsylvania, we stock a large
selection of metal coils, metal roofing ac-
cessories, and building materials so you
can focus on serving your customers.

Our coils are stocked in 24, 26, 28, and
29 gauge steel, smooth and textured fin-
ishes, and many specialty print options
including aged metal, cedar, and camo
prints.

Your customers need competitively
priced building materials and fast ser-
vice. That’s why we stock a huge selection
of coils and color matched accessories so

RED DOT PRODUCTS
DELIVERS HIGH-
PERFORMANCE ROOFING

2(.);5
2 GOLD KEYS WON

RED DOT PRODUCTS

PRODUCTS WEBSITE: www.rdproducts.net PHONE: 833-473-3368

you can offer better service and better
pricing with less warehouse space needed.
It isn’t just about stock, it’s about service.
Our team understands the building indus-
try. That’s why we buy in bulk, to pass the
savings on to you and help you grow your
business. RB

AND POST-FRAME
SUPPLIES FOR JOBS THAT

DEMAND MORE.

EAX: 717-740-6644

RB
Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

PRODUCTS

833-473-3368
465 N Reading Rd,
Ephrata, PA 17522
RedDotProducts.com
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R

FOIL Reflective Insulation has
been a leading manufacturer of
thermal insulation for the metal
building and metal roofing mar-
kets for nearly 35 years.

Manufactured by Covertech Inc., rFOIL
has earned a reputation for quality, per-
formance, and durability.

rFOIL Reflective insulation has grown
in popularity for use in metal buildings
and metal roofing systems across North
America for its ability to control heat
transfer and to help prevent interior con-
densation.

Metal building and metal roofing sys-
tems are notoriously difficult to insulate.
In the summer, enormous amounts of

heat radiate from the hot metal into the

WEBSITE: www.rfoil.com

| | |
A »
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structure, often raising the interior tem-
peratures well above ambient outside air
temperatures. This is the result of the sun
making the metal extremely hot, much
hotter than the outside air, and essentially
becoming a radiator of this heat into the
structure. In cold seasons, this interior
heat is a challenge to contain as well.

The key to rFOILs thermal performance
is the reflective aluminum surface. Alumi-
num has outstanding thermal properties
and reflects up to 96% of the heat that is
radiating inward from the hot metal exteri-
or. This dramatically reduces interior heat
gain. Conventional mass insulations do
virtually nothing to stop radiant heat gain.

In cold seasons, rFOIL also helps re-
duce heat loss, due to its low-emittance

TRANSFORMING THE WAY

 ﬁmmﬂwW|
h Wil

YOU INSULATE

Gold Key of
- Excellence Award Wmner

= Great Tear-Strength

= Holds Securely when Stapled

= Controls Interior Condensation

= Environmentally Friendly NO ITCH!

T

= Blocks Radiant Heat Gain/Loss

= UU-Resistant and Durable

= No Protective Clothing Needed

= Will Not Harbor Mold, Mildew or Fungi

888-887-3649
www.rfOliL.com

RFOIL REFLEGTIVE INSULATION

PHONE: 888-887-3645

properties. The low emittance of rFOIL
makes it more difficult for heat to radiate
away from its reflective surface, thereby
helping to keep heat inside.

rFOIL Reflective insulation is com-
posed of two highly reflective aluminum
surfaces, and an inner core of high-
strength bubble. The bubble core pro-
vides the added benefit of reducing inte-
rior condensation, by providing a thermal
break between the exterior metal and the
building interior. A white interior facing is
also a popular option.

rFOIL would like to thank the readers
of Rural Builder for this Gold Key of Ex-
cellence Award. We are honored by your
support and confidence in our insulation
products. RB

REFLECTIVE
PRODUCTS
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WEBSITE: www.s-5.com

ColorGard® 2.0 by S-5!

f you've ever seen a rooftop avalanche,
you know it can be catastrophic. When
snow starts to melt and slide off a metal
roof, it can cause property damage,
personal injury and even fatalities—posing
serious liability risks for building owners,
designers and contractors. That’s where an
engineered snow guard system becomes
crucial to protecting your metal roof.
ColorGard® 2.0, the award-
winning snow guard solution for virtually

Enter

any metal roof and the only system
on the market engineered and tested

MADE IN USA

| | |
A »
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on a site-specific basis. Designed with
contractor feedback in mind, ColorGard
2.0 installs quickly with no preassembly
or field cutting required. Its integrated
components make it a true lay-and-play
solution that saves time and boosts jobsite
efficiency.

On standing seam roofing, ColorGard
2.0 pairs with our non-penetrating clamps.
Our patented round-point setscrews create
amechanical interlock that doesn’t damage
the roof and preserves the manufacturer’s
warranty.

For exposed-fastened S-5!
brackets rely on factory-applied butyl to

roofing,

Co

{CEASY INSTALL

scan code to learn more

.com | 888.825.3432

PHONE: 888-825-3432

ensure a 60-year waterproofing service life.
Our brackets have passed the industry’s

toughest ~ watertightness  test—ASTM
E2140.

ColorGard 2.0 provides the safety
serviceability you need while

complementing the look of your roof, with
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a clean appearance and perfect color finish
matching, all designed to last the life of
the roof. Backed by extensive load testing,
ColorGard 2.0 includes an industry-
leading, lifetime product warranty.

Ready to take your snow guard
game to the next level? Learn more at
www.s-5.com/products/colorgard. RB
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2 SNAP-Z

WEBSITE: www.snapzvent.com PHONE: 717-572-0910

Crafted with Purpose. Trusted by Builders

nap-Z began with a challenge — and a commit-

ment. A roofer needed a better way to vent a stand-

ing seam roof, and we set out to create it. What

followed was a patented, easy-to-install solution
that’s now trusted by builders nationwide. Snap-Z combines
pre-applied butyl tape, pre-punched holes, and a two-step
install to save time without cutting corners. It allows ventila-
tion while sealing out wind, rain, snow, and pests.

Made to fit 17 1-1/2% 1-3/4", and 27rib profiles, Snap-Z
delivers long-term reliability and preserves the beauty of
hidden fastener designs. Built for those who value quality,
simplicity, and doing it right.

Learn more at snapzvent.com or call 717-572-0910.

S'mpl ify Your O
Ridge Vent
Installation

with Snap-Z

Snap-Z offers pre-punched, pre-cut,

and pre-applied butyl tape ridge vents
designed for standing seam metal roofs.
Contractors love the quick installation

process, superior airflow, and durable Inserted Pre—AppIi ed Pre-

performance in any weather condition. Mesh Butyl Tape Punched

Ul
EEAE  phone: (717)572- 0910 =="- €3
office@snapzvent.com A

; I:'-. Watch the @

Ik
[=] snapzvent.com Oh:» install video!
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@ Trac-Rite TRAG-HITE

WEBSITE: www.tracrite.com
PHONE: 800-448-8979

Trac-Rite Door: Setting the Standard in Rural
Construction—An 8-Time Gold Key Award Winner

n rural construction, durability isn't a luxury—it’s a necessity.

Whether it’s a machinery shed, farm workshop, storage facil-

ity, or ag equipment building, builders need doors that per-

form without fail. That’s exactly what Trac-Rite has delivered
for over 40 years. Now, as an eight-time Gold Key Award win-
ner, Trac-Rite is once again being recognized for its consistent
quality, dependable service, and commitment to the construc-
tion professionals who rely on its products every day.

Trac-Rite has become a household name on job sites across
North America by manufacturing steel roll-up doors designed
for tough conditions. Their products stand up to high winds,
extreme tempera-
tures, and frequent
use—making them
an ideal fit for agri-
cultural, commer-
cial, and rural ap-
plications alike.

What sets Trac-
Rite apart is its ver-
tically integrated | & —
approach. While '
many suppliers of-
fer piecemeal so-
lutions, Trac-Rite manufactures a full line of roll-up doors and
complete hallway and partition systems. This all-in-one model
simplifies planning and procurement, shortens lead times, and
ensures consistent quality—an especially valuable advantage for
builders managing complex or remote projects.

Over the past year, Trac-Rite expanded its logistics network
with new manufacturing distribution centers in Wisconsin and
Alabama, strengthening its ability to serve builders across the
U.S., Canada, and Latin America. These moves support Trac-
Rite’s position as the oldest roll-up door manufacturer in North
America, with the infrastructure to back its promises.

But what matters most to rural builders isn’t age—it’s reliabil-
ity. And Trac-Rite has earned their trust. Being voted a Gold Key
Award winner for the eighth time isn’t just a milestone—it’s vali-
dation from the very people who count on Trac-Rite day in and
day out.

In an industry where performance is paramount and job site
timelines are tight, Trac-Rite continues to raise the bar. From
barns to boat storage, if you're looking for a door built to work as
hard as you do, Trac-Rite is a name you can trust.

|
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R Trac-Rite

Roll Up Doors

We've Got It On Lock
8 Gold Keys & Counting!

Trac-Rite Roll Up Doors:
The gold standard in
durability, reliability,

and performance.

Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

800-448-8979
tr@tracrite.com
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TRIANGLE FASTENER GORP.

TRIANGLE FASTENER
CORPORAT

ION WEBSITE: www.trianglefastener.com

or more than 40 years, Triangle

Fastener Corporation has special-

ized in supplying hard-to-find

fasteners, sealants, tools and ac-
cessories for construction. They offer job
site support and can help you select the
correct fastener for your application from
any of their 30 locations.

Select from a wide array of popular
commercial-grade products, including
their high-performance TFC SPECIFIC™
brands that provide easy installation, as-
suring low in-place costs.

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES FOR
METAL ROOFING, SIDING AND TRIM

PANEL-TITE® Metal-to-Wood Screws:

#9, #10, #12, and #14 diameters in lengths
up to 3”.

CONCEALOR® Pancake Head Screws:
For SSR clip attachment in lengths up to
9”

BLAZER® Drill Screws: Available with
the patented VRT® Back-Out Resistant
Thread Technology for attaching panels to
steel in lengths up to 10”.

ULTRA1000° Silicone Sealant: Pro-
vides the superior UV protection. Avail-
able in colors to match most metal panels
and trim.

APS500° Advanced Polymer Sealant:

RURAL BUILDER / JULY 2025

PHONE: 800-486-1832

Widely specified and is available in over
24 standard colors.

TFC BUTYL™: Available in tubes and
tape for exceptional performance in panel
laps.

KALIDA-KOTE™ Painted Screws, Riv-
ets and Closures: The largest selection of
painted screws and rivets to match many
popular colors of panels.

DeWALT® power tools and accessories.
PAK-ONE™ Inventory Management

Program: Purchase only what you need
for a specific job. RB
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°Wick

Buildings

YOUR VISION.
OUR BUILDING EXPERTISE.

ith over 75,000 buildings
sold, Wick Buildings has
become one of the nation’s
leading providers of post-
frame construction. From advanced ani-
mal confinement systems and equestrian
facilities to on-farm storage, suburban
structures, and fully engineered commer-
cial and light industrial buildings — we
bring your vision to life.

Design That Works for You

Wick Buildings offers exceptional design
flexibility inside and out. With clear-span
widths up to 100 feet, we can easily incor-
porate interior buildouts, wings, and lean-
tos for expanded space and functionality.

Energy Efficient by Design

Our buildings are built with energy sav-
ings in mind. Reflective “cool color” steel
options can reduce roof temperatures by
up to 100°F. Combined with versatile ceil-
ing insulation and insulated flush wall
systems, your space stays comfortable and
draft-free — ready for interior finishing.

Custom-Built for Your Needs

Wick partners with independent build-
ers to tailor every project to the buyer’s
needs and local code requirements. Our
Licensed Professional Engineers provide
stamped plans to streamline approvals
and ensure structural integrity.

Built with Quality from the Ground Up

Our buildings feature high-tensile
80,000 PSI steel, G-90 zinc coating for
corrosion protection, and durable Sher-
win-Williams finishes — for long-lasting
strength and beauty.

Smart Tools & Expert Support

Use our cutting-edge 3D design and pric-
ing tools to get your project started right.
Plus, our experienced support team helps

www.wickbuildings.com

41 GOLD KEYS WON

WICK BUILDINGS

WEBSITE:

PHONE: 855-438-9425

Partner with Wick — Sell More. Earn
More. RB

eliminate time-wasting tasks so you can
focus on building more and selling more.

Quality, Value & Service

Your customer expects the best from you.

You should expect the same from your building partner.

Join our team!

\ - . -

[

WICKBUILDINGS.COM 800-356-9682
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2025 GOLD KEY OF SERVICE AWARD

BY LINDA SCHMID

The Shed Haulers
Brotherhood

A Business Organization with Helping Hands

Rural Builder magazine is pleased
to award Shed Haulers Brotherhood
with the 2025 Gold Key of Service
Award for its tireless ongoing work
to donate and deliver shed homes
for those left homeless by Hurricane
Helene in September 2024.

The need for shed donations continues. Byler estimates that
there are still thousands without permanent homes.

urricane Helene devastated areas across the southeast-
ern part of the United States in September 2024. It was
the deadliest to strike the U.S. mainland since Hurri-
cane Katrina in Louisiana in 2005. Helene is reported
to have caused hundreds of deaths and billions of dollars in dam-
ages.

When the Shed Haulers Brotherhood, headquartered in South
Carolina, heard from others, or saw for themselves, what the
devastation was like, how many people were left without homes,
without cars, with businesses destroyed, with employers gone,
leaving them with no job to help them get through this horrific
event, they thought they had to help. They decided people would
be better off with sheds to live in rather than being out in the
cold. Shed donations began.

HELPING PEOPLE
Sam Byler, the acting leader of the Shed Hauler’s Brotherhood,

has been helping with cleanup and getting people sheds. He and
his group originally pledged to get 100 sheds to 100 families,
couples, and singles. They have far surpassed that goal, delivering
more than 600 sheds to those in need from donors all over the
country. The work goes on because many are still homeless.
During cleanup in South Carolina, temporary homes were
needed and, within 24 hours, they had donations for half of what
was needed. Everyone in the industry helped: builders, dealers,
rent-to-owners, anyone who could. The sheds are small struc-
tures, 8'x16” or 10’x24’, but they insulate them, and they are dry
places to come in out of the cold. There were some people who
had no reserves, elderly, a veterinary service, and a few others
who were likely to use these shelters as their forever home, so
volunteers made them a little bigger and turned them into cabins.
In Tennessee, trees came down and people lost electrical ser-
vice. Some were without electricity for long periods of time
and people’s homes were destroyed. In Ten-
nessee and North Carolina, the earth had
been ripped up and when it rained, flood-
ing and mudslides began. Many people
lost absolutely everything.
Byler said FEMA came out and issued
vouchers for some people to obtain temporary
shelter in motels, but sooner or later those vouchers run
out. Other organizations have come out to help including Amish
groups, some church groups, and others. A group called Get Out
of the Cold, in Barnardsville, North Carolina, led by Jeremy Bark-
er is building sheds for people. Drivers from Texas, Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and all over, have come out to donate
sheds.

HANDING OUT HOPE

Even with all this generosity, there are still so many in need and
not enough resources to go around. Many people were living in
tents in the cold winter weather. When they contact Byler and ask
when they can expect a shed/home, he has to say, “I'm sorry, just
hold on to hope. We will get to you”

The worst thing is that a crisis like this leaves many people
without hope. Sometimes it has resulted in suicide. Seeing this
is what inspires Byler to help the hurricane victims. He and his
fellow volunteers are trying to give hope.
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more are needed.

WHAT ARE SHED HOMES LIKE?

“When people get their shed, they walk
in and it’s snug and warm and clean, you
can see in their faces that a little bit of
hope has come back to them,” Byler said.

The sheds these volunteers are giving
people are good shelter; they are insulat-
ed, they have decent windows and doors.
Most people are using generators to pro-
vide electricity and heat, though it’s always
a struggle to get fuel for them. However,
these tiny homes have no running water.
Much of the area’s infrastructure is gone;
sewer systems are washed out and wells
are contaminated. If they had plumbing
in their homes, there would be nowhere
for the waste to go. People are using Porta
Potties and incinerating toilets.

THE SHED HAULERS
BROTHERHOOD

Who is this group helping so many peo-
ple? The Shed Haulers Brotherhood began

’/Independence, wi

T

Shed deliveries have come from all over the United States, and many

The sheds don’t have running water and are dependent on generators

for power, when fuel is avaiable, but they’re a welcome relief from

tent camping.

when, in 2018 or 19, an owner/operator
bought a new truck but bad fuel messed
up the engine, and the shed haulers on the
Facebook page decided to come together
and support him and another shed hauler
whose new motor went bad. Together the
group raised the $31,000 that they needed
to help both. The group then decided to
become more formalized, and the original
group had 289 charter members.

Some members have come and some
have gone, Byler said. He believes mem-
bership is now around 250. However, it’s
not just the brotherhood members who
are involved in helping people. They have
many followers and people across the in-
dustry who have stepped up. In fact, one
volunteer said hed never seen anything
like it. Even church groups he’s seen have
not pulled together and been this commit-
ted to helping others.

Helping comes naturally to the Broth-
erhood. They are committed to helping

=

LAM-PLY-TRUSS

RIDING ARENAS « CATTLE ENCLOSURES + STORAGE + SHOPS
e Spans up to 72 ft.
* Bird nesting control
* Up to 12 ft. spacing depending on desired load
* No feed alley post obstruction
* Additional ceiling height for more usable space

starwoodrafters.com ¢ 715-985-3117 « 888-525-5878
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each other, connecting lenders with in-
dustry people, helping each other any way
they can. Byler has said that he, as well as
others who are helping, all have personal
reasons, as well, for doing so. Someone
helped them out when they really needed
it.

WHAT NOW?

Although Byler and other volunteers
have done so much, Byler struggles with
the knowledge that there are still so many
people without homes. He sees some peo-
ple rebuilding, but NPR gave the number
of 120,000 homes destroyed by Helene,
and Byler figures that just between west-
ern North Carolina and eastern Tennes-
see, there are easily 50,000 people without
permanent homes.

Byler hopes that people will be able to
put their lives together and move on, but
he thinks that eventually, they will have to
go back and install water in all these shed
homes.

SEVERAL WAYS TO HELP

Volunteers are needed. Byler said there
are so many opportunities. Cleanup is on-
going, and his group and others will wel-
come anyone who offers.

If you can't volunteer, every restoration
project needs money. Visit the website be-
low and find out more about the work.

https://shbrotherhood.org/donate

If you don't have money to give, Byler
asks for your prayers for everyone who
has been affected by Hurricane Helene.
RB
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B HIXWOOD WELCOMES WES
GINGERICH TO SALES TEAM
Hixwood, a leading roll-formed steel
panel building sup-
ply company based
in Wisconsin, has an-
nounced the addition
of Wes Gingerich as its
new outside coil sales-
person for the Midwest
territory. Gingerich will
serve customers across
Colorado, New Mexi-

Wes Gingerich,
Hixwood’s new
outside coil

salesperson
co, Nebraska, Kansas, for the Midwest
Oklahoma, Texas, Iowa, territory.

Missouri, and Arkansas,
reporting directly to Noah Oberholtzer.
With a strong legacy of values and

INDUSTRY NEWS

BY RURAL BUILDER STAFF

craftsmanship dating back to 1998, Hix-
wood [www.hixwood.com] has continued
to grow and evolve since its 2020 acqui-
sition by Ambassador Supply. Under the
leadership of General Manager Paul Zim-
merman, the company has invested in
people, technology, and operational excel-
lence — doubling its revenue in just three
years.

“Wes brings a drive for excellence and
a wealth of industry knowledge that per-
fectly align with the culture and values we
prioritize at Hixwood,” said Zimmerman.
“We are so fortunate to have him join our
team as we continue building momentum
across the region”
Gingerich is an industry veteran who
brings valuable experience in coil sales.

H MFM BUILDING PRODUCTS
HIRES NEW REPRESENTATION
FOR NORTH TEXAS

MFM Building Products, a manufactur-
er of a full envelope of waterproofing and
weather barrier products for the building
industry, is pleased to announce that the
firm has reached an agreement with Vet-
eran Group Sales to represent MFM in
North Texas.

Veteran Group Sales has a long his-
tory of serving both the residential and
commercial building products industry,
as the agency was founded more than
60 years ago. The agency will represent
MFMss line of self-adhering waterproof-
ing membranes with 1-Step and 2-Step
distributors. RB
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Register by July 14 for the early bird prize drawing!

4 Full Event: $140 | Tailgate Only: $55 | Wednesday Only: $100-$75
+f Full Schedule or Register now at www.wisconsinframebuilders.org

£ Tailgate Cookout & Happy Hour - Tuesday, Aug. 5
« Golf or Farm Tech Day Outing - Wednesday, Aug. 6

{ | Dinner & WFBA Membership Meeting - Wednesday Night

Not a member yet? WFBA gives you the tools, connections, and support
to grow your business and stay ahead in the industry. Join us today!
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PRODUCT FEATURE

BY DAN BROWNELL

Sealants for Windows

An Overview of Materials Used for Window Weatherproofing

indow sealants play an important role in maintain-

ing a building’s integrity by providing a protective

barrier against external elements. They’re essential

for weatherproofing, as they help seal gaps and
cracks around windows, preventing drafts, rain, and wind from
penetrating the interior space. They also contribute significant-
ly to energy efficiency by reducing heat loss in the winter and
keeping cool air inside during the summer, which lowers energy
consumption and utility costs. Furthermore, window sealants
prevent moisture infiltration, which is vital for avoiding mold
growth, wood rot, and structural damage caused by prolonged
exposure to humidity and water intrusion. By ensuring a tight,
long-lasting seal, high-quality window sealants enhance the du-
rability, comfort, and overall performance of a building.

TYPES OF SEALANTS

There are a number of window sealant types: silicone, poly-
urethane, acrylic latex caulk, butyl rubber, and hybrid (Silane-
Modified Polymers or SMPs). Each has pros and cons and is best
suited for particular applications.

SILICONE SEALANTS

Pros

Silicone sealants offer excellent flexibility and durability, are re-
sistant to UV rays, weather, and temperature extremes, and have
a long lifespan of 20 years or more.

Cons

The disadvantage of silicone sealants is that they have poor
adhesion to some surfaces, like wood and masonry, they’re not
paintable, and can be expensive.

Applications

Silicone sealants are best used for glass-to-metal, glass-to-glass,
or glass-to-ceramic applications and exterior windows where
flexibility and UV resistance are needed.

POLYURETHANE SEALANTS

Pros

Polyurethane sealants offer strong adhesion to a variety of ma-
terials, including wood, metal, and masonry, are paintable after
curing, and provide good durability and flexibility.

Cons

The downside of polyurethane sealants is that they have a
shorter lifespan compared to silicone, typically 5 tol0 years.
They’re also sensitive to UV exposure and may degrade over time
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WeatherMaster sealant is an example of a hybrid sealant. It can be
applied to windows, doors, exterior trim, siding, gutters, vents, and
more. It’s permanently flexible, can be applied in extreme weather

conditions, and is available in more than 200 colors.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DYNAMIC FASTENER.

unless protected. In addition, they take longer to cure.

Applications

Polyurethane sealants are recommended for wood and ma-
sonry windows and for applications requiring high strength and
adhesion.

ACRYLIC LATEX CAULK

Pros

Acrylic latex caulk is paintable and easy to apply, is cost effec-
tive, and is low VOC and easy to clean up with water.

Cons

Acrylic latex caulks have a downside in that they’re less flex-
ible and can crack over time, theyre not as durable in extreme
weather conditions, and provide poor adhesion to non-porous
surfaces like glass.

Applications
Acrylic latex caulk is best for interior window trims and frames
and where painting is required.

BUTYL RUBBER SEALANTS

Pros

Buty rubber sealants offer excellent adhesion to various mate-
rials, are highly water-resistant, and remain flexible in extreme
temperatures.

Cons
The disadvantage of butyl rubber sealants is that they’re stringy
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when applied, which can make them messy. In addition, they
aren't paintable, and can shrink over time.

Applications
Butyl rubber sealants are best suited for skylights and roofing
windows.

HYBRID SEALANTS
(SILANE-MODIFIED POLYMERS OR SMPS)

Pros

Hybrid sealants combine the best properties of silicone and
polyurethane and are made with silane-modified polymers, also
known as SMPs. They provide strong adhesion and UV resistance
and are paintable and low VOC.

Cons

The disadvantage of hybrid sealants is that they are more ex-
pensive than traditional sealants and have limited availability in
some markets.

Applications
Hybrid sealants are best for high-performance exterior window
sealing and applications requiring durability and paintability.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Preparation

Window sealant application — especially exterior application
— is more sensitive to environmental factors than many other
construction tasks. Surfaces to be sealed need to be clean, dry,
and free from dust or grease for proper adhesion. This can take
careful planning and coordination to ensure that materials kept
on site are properly stored and protected from the elements and
that sealing is done when the temperatures and humidity are in
the proper range. Before sealing takes place, surfaces should be
inspected and cleaned if necessary to ensure proper bonding. The
time spent properly prepping can save considerable time and ex-
pense in preventing callbacks.

Color Options

Silicone, polyurethane, acrylic, and butyl sealants are available
in only a limited number of basic colors. Hybrid sealants, how-
ever, have many more color options allowing for better aesthetics.

Application

Some sealants need a primer for proper adhesion to certain
substrates. Joint depth should also be considered. Proper joint
width-to-depth ratio is generally 2:1, which allows for optimal
movement. For deep gaps, backer rods help control sealant depth
and allow for adequate movement.

Applying during hot weather may make the sealant runny, or
during cold weather may make it stiff and difficult to extrude.
Either of these situations may make application ineffective. In ad-

dition, applying too little or too much sealant can cause flaws in
the bead, and improper tooling of the bead can leave air pockets
or gaps. Omitting backer rods to fill in deep joints can require too
much sealant, which can result in reduced flexibility.

Curing

Some sealants require specific curing conditions. Applying a
long-curing sealant during hot temperatures may make moisture
escape by bubbling up through sealant, causing holes. Extreme
temperatures and high humidity can cause longer cure times,
which can reduce bonding. Dirt or dust in the air can collect on a
wet bead before it skins over, so it’s essential to ensure that the air
is free of contaminants until skin-over takes place.

CONCLUSION

Sealing windows is an important task that needs proper prep-
aration and execution to ensure the job is done correctly. This
includes careful selection of the sealant for the specific applica-
tion and that it’s applied under the right conditions to meet code
requirements and to ensure maximum performance and lifespan
of the windows. RB
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CONSTRUCTION CONSIDERATIONS

BY JACOB PRATER

Proper Fertilizer Storage

Safeguarding Fertilizer Quality, Effectiveness, and Security

ertilizer is a crucial component of

many crop and livestock opera-

tions since soil fertility affects crop

growth and yield in a greater way
than any input other than water. As such,
there is often a need to be able to store fertil-
izer on a farm. Whether your client needs to
store synthetic fertilizers, manure, or com-
post, there is usually a need for some type
of structure for storage, either short-term or
long-term.

REASONS FOR
LONG-TERM STORAGE

The fertilizer storage needs of any opera-
tion are likely to vary. If your client is close
to railway and a grain elevator or agricultur-
al cooperative, there might not be a need to
store a lot of fertilizer, as it can be picked up
or delivered easily on an as-needed basis. If
your client’s operation is farther away or the
operation is larger, however, there is likely a practical benefit in
being able to store fertilizer in quantity until needed.

In addition, recent supply chain disruptions and market un-
certainties (COVID, Ukraine conflict, and tariff increases) might
lead some to have crucial inputs on hand in case of supply limita-
tions and/or rapid price increases. Because there are good rea-
sons to store fertilizer on site, there are some best practices for
storage. As with anything being stored, there are some key factors
to consider. In this case, it’s critical to maintain fertilizer quality,
avoid environmental impacts (spills), and have ready access for
use.

KEEP FERTILIZER DRY, COOL,
AND OUT OF THE SUN
Maintaining the quality of stored fertilizer comes down to
some simple guidelines: keep it dry, keep it cool, and keep it out
of the sun. The impact of each of these factors depends on what’s
stored and for how long. The shorter the storage, the less they
matter, and the longer the storage, the more all three matter.
Because most operations aren't likely to store fertilizer for more
than a year (and usually for much less than that), keeping it dry
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A tension-fabric storage building for fertilizer. PHOTO COURTESY OF LEGACY BUILDING SOLUTIONS

and shaded may be sufficient, but don’t discount the value of
keeping the temperature as consistent as possible. With that said,
the simplest storage for short duration is a pile at the edge of a
field where the material can be quickly loaded and spread. This
method, while simple, doesn’t work for everything and is likely
limited to fertilizers such as lime, gypsum, manure, and compost,
and only for short duration (a week or so).

The major cause of fertilizer degradation and loss of nutrients
is moisture. Most dry fertilizers are hygroscopic and will readily
absorb moisture from the air. Temperature changes — where dry
fertilizer ends up cooler than the air coming in — will exacer-
bate this situation. (Think dew forming on the fertilizer). With
enough added moisture, dry fertilizers will clump, leading to
poor spreading, and they can even dissolve and make a briny liq-
uid that’s tough to contain and may be highly corrosive. In either
case, a producer is left with a product that’s less effective than
desired.

For these reasons, it’s critical that dry fertilizer is covered.
While covering fertilizer with tarps can be a short-term solution,
a better strategy might be storing it in a fabric-on-steel building
or in a dedicated post-frame building. In either case, a concrete
floor is critical, along with low walls to create bunks to separate
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materials and allow higher stacking of materials instead of just
open piles. Access to these bunks from both sides may be desir-
able, with an alternative of having more bunks for the same mate-
rials. Either way works well to allow a producer to have a first-in,
first-out approach for dry fertilizers. This will help avoid loss of
quality of the oldest material and make sure that it all gets used.

The approach with storing dry manures and composts is simi-
lar, although the degree to which manure or compost needs to
be sheltered from the elements is lessened, as these materials are
spread with equipment that’s designed for that purpose. Manures
and composts aren’t hygroscopic, and clumping won't be a prob-
lem. However, it’s still good practice to keep dry manures and
composts dry, as theyre bulky materials and are much heavier
and harder to transport when damp. Additionally, keeping them
dry reduces runoff.

For some specialty fertilizers, photodegradation can be an is-
sue. While the large-scale use of coated, controlled-release fertil-
izers for field crops is limited, some clients may operate orchards,
greenhouses, or grow high-value crops where the use of these
fertilizers is more common. When storing these coated fertiliz-
ers, it’s critical to keep them out of the sun, as UV light degrades
the coatings and will make these fertilizers less effective because
they’ll lose their slow-release coating. Additionally, if construct-
ing fertilizer storage for a golf course, lawn care service, or other
turfgrass operation such as a sod farm, keeping the sun oft the
storage area will also be critical, as turf grass management often
uses controlled-release fertilizers.

STORING PACKAGED FERTILIZERS

When storing packaged fertilizers rather than bulk fertiliz-
ers, there are some guidelines for storage. For container fertil-
izers (bags, totes, or other bulk containers), it’s prudent to keep
them in their original labeled containers and to use secondary
containers to contain any spills. It’s a good idea to use pallets or
shelving to keep fertilizer off the ground to allow quick and ef-
ficient inspection of the containers. It’s far easier to spot leaks and
spills when the containers are on pallets or shelves and will also
help keep the materials out of any puddles on the ground or floor.
Plus, they’re easier to move if they’re on pallets.

FERTILIZER SECURITY

A final note concerns fertilizer security. Fertilizer is an expen-
sive material, which is an incentive for theft. In addition, some
fertilizers have been used for nefarious purposes. Unfortunately,
there have been high-profile cases, such as the tragic 1995 bomb-
ing of the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City,
in which the bomber used a Ryder truck packed with ammonium
nitrate to kill 168 people, including 19 children.

For these reasons, federal and state regulations have been es-
tablished to help safeguard fertilizers from both accidental ex-
plosion and deliberate use as a weapon. At the federal level, 29

Fertilizer Storage with
Tension Fabric Buildings

Legacy Building Solutions
(www.legacybuildingsolutions.com)

Corrosion can devastate fertilizer storage and distribution structures if
they aren't built to protect themselves against the caustic nature of the
material they are housing. Tension fabric buildings are a popular facility
option, since polyvinyl chloride (PVC) fabric cladding is naturally resis-
tant to corrosive elements.

Because the framing structure is still made of metal, leading fabric build-
ing manufacturers have turned to solid I-beam framing to replace hollow-
tube truss frames. This eliminates the chance of rust originating inside
the frame, helping to greatly extend the longevity of a structure.

Hot-dip galvanizing is a common protective measure for [-beams and
other steel members; however, because galvanizing’s intention to simply
to slow down corrosion, and not prevent it, some suppliers instead use
an epoxy coating method. With this approach, the structural beams are
sandblasted, then painted with zinc, and finally are coated by epoxy
layers — all of which combine to create a true barrier between corrosive
fertilizer dust and the building’s steel frame.

CFR 1910.109 regulates storage of explosive materials, including
ammonium nitrate. It requires fire protection, separation from
combustible materials, and ventilation.

Other agencies can be involved, under the EPAs EPCRA
(Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act), the
Clean Water Act, which is designed to prevent runoff and spills,
and CFATS (Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Standards), which
falls under the jurisdiction of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS). With the quantity of ammonium nitrate that some
farms use, they can exceed the threshold amounts that can re-
quire federal reporting under CFATS.

Farmers may need a state fertilizer applicator license and may
need to follow state laws for hazardous material reporting, locked
storage, and signage, and have a plan in place with the local fire
department and emergency planner.

Part of the planning for fertilizer storage requires a thorough
understanding of the laws and guidelines that regulate it. More
information is available from The Fertilizer Institute website (tfi.
org) in its Safety & Security section and on the Responsible Ag
website (responsibleag.org).

CONCLUSION

By listening to what types of fertilizers your client intends to
store, as well as how much and for how long, you can help them
meet their needs with an efficient and effective building or struc-
ture for their needs. RB

Jacob Prater is a soil scientist and associate professor in Wis-
consin. His passion is natural resource management along with the
wise and effective use of those resources to improve human life.
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CONSIDER THIS

BY LINDA SCHMID

Your Team, Your Company, Your Town
Take a Page from MWI’s Playbook

o your employees feel appreciat-
ed? Do they feel a sense of com-
munity at work? Is there a sense
of connection to the geographi-
cal community in which your business
operates? Giving back to these interrelat-
ed communities goes a great way toward
building employee morale and creating
and enhancing a positive image of your
business in the larger communities.

While all of these connections have
always helped businesses to thrive, they
are even more important today. If you
are looking for young people to come
and work for you, then you are trying to
capture the attention of Millennials and
Gen Z. While pay is still important to all
workers, these groups tend to embrace the
ideals of social consciousness to a great-
er degree than earlier generations have.
Showing younger people that you care
about your employees, your community,
and the larger world is important.

IN THE COMMUNITY
MWI Components, manu-
facturer of doors, horse stalls,
ridge ventilation, cupolas, and
more, cares about giving back.
One of the ways they have
turned that care into some-
thing tangible is by partnering
with the Chamber of Com-
merce to help the community.
The group works to create
jobs, pool resources, and lend
a helping hand to companies
with the events they spon-
sor. The group also works as
a resource hub for business
loans, and they are involved in
pulling together more childcare centers
for working parents. Last year, there was
flooding in the area and the Chamber of
Commerce went to the aid of the people
involved, finding housing and resources

BUILT FOR POST FRAME.

MWI/I’s Manufacturing Day Tour Team.

for them.

The Chamber has helped put on pro-
grams for the Young Professionals group
so that they can see what MWI actually
does. Young people will see that many of
the opportunities in manufacturing can
be very fulfilling, which aids in employee
recruitment. It also helps the community
understand their business since most of

MWI donates to the police department annually.

their product is shipped out of the area.
The company supports the Manufactur-
ing Day initiative, which aims to engage
the next generations in all things manu-
facturing across numerous fields. This

12 RURAL BUILDER / JULY 2025

MWI

COMPONENTS

national organization helps companies
from all industries to create events and
social media posts to share their support
of Manufacturing Day. Last Year, the com-
pany held a couple plant tours and presen-
tations with community leaders for their
Manufacturing Day Event. They are still
working out the plans and possibilities for
this year’s Manufacturing Day.

Employees are encouraged
to participate in other commu-
nity events such as the Keep
Iowa Beautiful Campaign. A
group went out to do a litter
cleanup, improving the com-
munity and working together
for a good cause.

The local annual town fair

is called Flag Fest, as it coin-
cides with Flag Day. Jasmine
Williams, employee of MWI
Corporation and coordinator
of the committee in charge of
employee involvement, part-
ners with Fest coordinators,
and employees are encouraged to volun-
teer. They gather employees, family, and
friends to participate in the parade, the
5K, and other activities.

“Not only do events like this boost mo-



R

F AP

Fairgrounds.

rale because participants feel they are do-
ing something for the community, they
also have fun doing it!” said Williams,
Further, Williams said many of the com-
pany’s people are involved in the com-
munity and many sit on local
committees and boards.

At the end of the year, the
company makes donations to
the police department, fire-
fighters, sheriff’s office, EMTs,
and first responders. These en-
tities use the funds for new gear
or whatever they may need.
There is one notable exception:
the police department.

The Spencer Police Depart-
ment uses its funds to imple-
ment a “Shop with a Cop” pro-
gram. This is an event where
policemen are paired with
children to shop for holiday
gifts. This brings joy to the
children and helps the police bond with
the community.

INSIDE THE BUSINESS

Creating a sense of community in a
business naturally has a lot to do with
respect and fairness, which management
has a large impact on. MWTs culture is in-
tentional; it is focused on the idea that ev-
ery employee is a professional and should
be respectful of each other and everyone

== et 3 - e T S M =
MWI collaborated with other agencies to build and donate this addition to the Clay County

Santa délivers treats both healthy and sweet!

CONSIDER THIS

.
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with whom they come into contact.
Beyond that, there are definitely other
things they do to enhance the team feel-
ing. Having specific people, teams, or oth-
er groups lead these efforts is very helpful.

Although you may have real intentions to
create team events for employees, every-
day business can get in the way and then
those good intentions aren’t realized. One
way to counteract this problem is to des-
ignate a team to take on the task of finding
and implementing programs and events.
“We formed a Wellness committee be-
cause we think wellness is important for
our employees,” Williams said. “The com-
mittee has organized various wellness ini-

MWI employees volunteer to “Keep lowa
Beautiful”!

tiatives including the 75 Hard Challenge,
which includes 75 straight days of work-
outs along with reading and other healthy
habits,” she added.

The Wellness Committee includes sev-
en people from a variety of departments
across the company, including the CEO.
This group’s role has evolved
from simply reviewing and
implementing wellness pro-
grams to deciding on a variety
of activities and events for em-
ployees based on boosting mo-
rale and encouraging people to
bond socially, such as lunches
throughout the year, a disk golf
tournament, and a picnic event
at the Nature Center in town.

Santa makes an appearance
in December to deliver clem-
entines to employees at MWL
Why clementines? Theyre a
healthy alternative to all the
sweet treats during the holi-
days and employees appreci-
ate it. The company hosts an annual Chili
Cook Offin October and they will present
a BBQ Smoke Off Competition for em-
ployees during the 4th of July week.

“Being involved is important,” Williams
said. “I encourage every manufacturer to
engage your employees and to get involved
with your community, too. The results are
noticeable; these kinds of involvement
can enhance employees’ pride, sense of
belonging, and feeling of fulfillment” RB
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

TRUSSCORE CEILING HEAVY-DUTY
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[
Formwright

Outfitting Standing Seam
Rollforming Businesses

Machines | Trailers | Tools | Service

Available in Woodgrain, Rock, and MORE!

POLESAVER-PF & o B\ '._ | MASTER FLASH®

YEAR

wn Guarantee y 0 ROOFING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL » HV/AC » SOLAR
The ultimate protection for post A8 /) P From the smallest to the

frame foundations, backed by : z ‘
a 40-year rot prevention _ / £ LARGEST,
e 2 22 2 W the most complete line available.

Pipe Range: Fits: 1/8” to 39-1/2” Pipes
Base Range: 2-1/4” to 44” (1 meter)

Phone: (610) 377-3270
Polesaver-pf.com

_FIX ROOF LEAKS ONCE

POLESAV
= POST FRAME

The Only Liquid BUTYL Rubber In The World THE MATERIAL TRAILER CERIES.

& Onacoat= Never Needs A Primer E WADE FOR THE METAUROOFING & POLE BARN INDUSTRIES, DELIVERING SUPERIOR REUABIUW AND
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AsSco machines

(217) 955-ASCO
WWW.ASCO-MACHINES.COM

~_LetDMI complete your buudmg prOJect
<Wwith: Code‘Approved-& Watrantied:

e Uncoilers « Trim Roll Formers
o Wrappers
Millersburg, Ohio

(330) 674-4003 - ACUFORMEQUIPMENT.COM

. CoilUpenders. o Shears o SlitLine
« Panel Lines

Manufacturers of Storage, Specialty
and Post Frame Garage Doors

sales@kevmar.net

Arthur, IL.
61911 217.543.2828

THE BEST WAY 10
INSULATE METAL ROOFING

RO

CLASS V/A
Fire Rating

-3645
www.rF0lL.com

EVERLAST II™

WHY EVERLAST?

AZM™ with Activate Technology
Synergy® Paint System
Cut Edge Corrosion Inhibitor™ (CECI™)
Heat Forming
Most corrosion resistant panel in the
industry

EVERDRAIN™

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL

Lebanon, PA
IOE terprise Court 24 JR Mains Drive
= ACTIVATE TECHNOLOGY.

Lebanon, PA 17042 | Howe, IN 46746 | Bridgton, ME 04009 | Orwell, OH 44076

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 888.339.0059 OR VISIT US AT WWW.EVERLASTROOFING.COM

Howe, IN
7180 N 050 E

Bridgton, ME Orwell, OH

161 Grand Valley Ave

WE ADD THE VALUE TO THE METAL

» Automation
Systems

» Metal
Construction
Rollformers

« Coil

MANU FACTURING Processing

« Forming &
Fabrication
« Recondition
Existing
Machines

@ Green Post’

Planet Saver Industries

THE MOST AFFORDABLE, ALL-IN-ONE
SOLUTION FOR IN-GROUND POST DECAY
AND UPLIFT RESTRAINT

P (610) 377-3270

www.planetsaverind.com Made in the USA
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

Happy jobsitear ™

CUT-TO-ORDER STEEL SOFFIT
EMAIL SALES@SPEEDLAP.COM TODAY!

"« Military grude 6063 exfruded and Iempered

to T5 aluminum support frame

" GutterDome is a highly profitable premium gutter

gudrd solution to an annual homeowner problem

e Screws °* Closures °* Ridge Vent
* Pipe Flashings ¢ Butyl Tape * And much more!.L%
=2 B "

et e www.GutterDome.com

T TE Call 877.987.4888 Ph (334) 283-4030 - FAX (334) 283~ 4032
Are Vou Aeady 16 Gel DOMED? FREE Dealer Product Sample Kit info@gold tenersinc.com - www.goldenrul inc.com

Download Your Copy Of The
Shield Wall Media Business Directory 2025:

www.shieldwallmedia.com/directory

DIRECTO
2025 i

Find the syj ippliers
with the products
You need for your Jobs...it’s fast, it’s eas)

andit's at your fingertips =

To get your company into the 2026 Directory,
use our online form or contact:

Gary Reichert « 715-952-1657 < gary@shieldwallmedia.com
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

D

STEEL PRODUCTS FOR
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METAL BUILDING INDUSTRY

512-263-0954 - unitedsteelsupply.com

HYDRAULIC-=-BIFOLD

ONE-PIECE DOORS STRAP LIFT DOORS

* AG DOORS * BARN DOORS
* SHOP DOORS = MAINTENANCE DOORS

Premium Quality

ROLLFORMING MACHINERY

PANEL LINES ROLL UP STATIONS
TRIM ROLLFORMER ~ TRACK LINES
PURLIN LINES DECKING LINES
ROLL UP DOOR LINES COIL UPENDER
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= ) Made in the USA since 1949!
/ ASC MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

TEL (509) 534-6600  www.ASCMT.com
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OCTOBER 1-2, 2025
Dayton Convention Center, Dayton, OH
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:

missy@shieldwallmedia.com ¢ 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

SteelGrip SAMM, Inc.

Preventing Injuries and Saving Livese

[ SAMM MATS: |

Easy to use magnetic grip

provides safer footing when SteelGrip S AMIL;
working on steel roofing. Safoty Assist Magnetic Mat

Get maintenance jobs done
faster and easier. 231-944-0109
SteelGripSamm.com

.

A

SUPPLYING OUR
DEALERS THE
BEST MATERIALS
& SERVICES
FOR OVER
45 YEARS!

"Building for the future”

REACH EVERY
SUBSCRIBER

In print & online of every
Shield Wall Media magazine
for under $900 per month! That
represents 150,000+ impressions.

CONTACT US TODAY!

800-548-6765

system@stockadebuildings.com

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT GARY REICHERT:
715-952-1657
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Rural Builder, May 2003

FOR 50+ YEARS RURAL
BUILDER has been
providing the news, trends
and resources builders
need. Prior to the January
1974 edition, “Farm
Building News,” as it was
called, was in newspaper
form. However, those
old papers are not to be
found in our Shield Wall
library. We would love to
see some of them... it’s
our lost heritage! If you
have one/some of them
please drop a line to me:
dan@shieldwallmedia.com.

We’'ll publish a brief news
story about you, your
organization, and your

projects in return!

FLASHBACK: 2003

BY AARON HALBERG, P.E.

CODE ISSUES

Alternate Unbalanced
Snow Load Approved

for Use in Wisconsin

he Wisconsin Department of
Commerce, Safety & Buildings
Division recently reviewed and
approved an alternate standard
for analyzing unbalanced snow loads on
hip and gable roof buildings, in response
to a request made by the Wisconsin
Frame Builders Association.

The alternate standard is called “1995
National Building Code of Canada for
Unbalanced Roof Snow Load — Hip and
Gable Roofs,” and it reduces the effective
snow load required by the International
Building Code, which became mandato-
ry for commercial buildings in the state
on July 1, 2002. Wisconsin’s previous
building code had a lesser requirement
for the amount of unbalanced snow load
tobe considered in design. After learning
and applying the IBC provisions for un-
balanced snow loads, based upon ASCE
7-98, section 7.6, WFBA engineers soon
noticed that vertical snow load reactions
at walls and columns were coming out
25 to 85 percent higher than they were
for the same building designed under
Wisconsin’s former code.

The request to the state for an alterna-
tive standard was drafted by Leo Shirek,
P.E., of Wick Buildings on behalf of the
engineer members of the WFBA. Shirek
noted that the WFBA membership has
historically been responsible for the
design and construction of more than
1,500 commercial buildings per year
with not one record of a building fail-
ure or problem due to snow loads. The
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dramatic increase in snow load require-
ments imposed by the IBC could not be
supported by case history in Wisconsin.
The cost impact to each commercial
building, estimated from 3 to 20 per-
cent, depending on building geometry
and size, did not seem to add value to
building owners who must bear the ad-
ditional costs.

The state’s four-page evaluation con-
tains the information required by the
building designer to determine the al-
ternate unbalanced snow load. Unlike
the IBC/ASCE provisions, there is not a
thermal factor involved and the building
width or length are not involved in the
analysis.

According to the alternate standard,
the unbalanced snow load analysis is
not required for roof slopes less than 15
degrees (3.1:12). On roofs with slopes
greater than 15 degrees, the unbalanced
snow load is always zero on one side of
the ridge while the show load on the op-
posite side varies from 100 to 125 per-
cent of the Canadian code’s sloped roof
snow load; note that the Canadian code’s
sloped roof snow load is not used in
Wisconsin building design except as an
intermediate value for determining the
unbalanced snow load.

Limitations and conditions on using
the alternate standard are also contained
within the evaluation and should be read
in their entirety before being utilized by
the building designer of record.

The balanced snow load will con-
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FLASHBACK: 2003

tinue to be governed by the IBC Sec-
tion1608.4, which is based upon ASCE 7
Section 7.4. The National Building Code
of Canada was view as a favorable alter-
nate standard for the unbalanced snow
load provision of IBC 1608.6, ASCE 7
7.6, since the Canadian code is an ac-
tively maintained working standard in
effect throughout an area of the world
that has a higher snow load potential on
its buildings than Wisconsin.

WEFBA engineers met twice during
2002 to discuss structural design is-
sues and other aspects of the IBC that
have influenced the post-frame indus-
try in Wisconsin, such as building area
limitations, fire barriers, and automatic
sprinkler requirements. The state is cur-
rently reviewing an additional alternate
standard submitted by the WFBA which
would allow post-frame building de-
signers to utilize foundation design pres-
sures similar to those found in ANSI/
ASAE EP486.1 “Shallow Post Founda-
tion Design” as an alternate to the soil
foundation pressure values found in IBC
Table 1804.2.

WFBA members who attended one
or more of the engineering meetings
are: David Bonhoft, PE. University
of Wisconsin-Madison, Kevin Con-
roy, S.E., PE., Lester Building Systems;
Gavin Dorsch, Dorsch Designs, LLC; Al
Geisthardt, Plyco Corp.; Aaron Halberg
P.E. Halberg Engineering; David Kam-
mel, University of Wisconsin-Madison;
Matt Lawinger, Cleary Building Corp.;
Mike McCormick, Morton Buildings;
John Rave, PE., 4th Dimension Design,
Inc.; Tom Schwarz, M.P.B. Builders, Inc.;
Leo Shirek, P.E., Wick Buildings; Roger
Solberg, Cleary Building Corp.; Eugene
Thiede, Hartje Lumber, Inc.; Roger Thiel,
P.E., Walters Buildings; Richard Zim-

merman, PE., Cleary Building Corp. RB ! > ,G»}BPLY C
2 . [ ]
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PROJECT OF THE MONTH

Hobby Shop

True Metal Supply
www.truemetalsupply.com

ocated in Tennessee, this impressive 41’x50x12’ post-

frame hobby shop exemplifies the marriage of form and

function, thanks to premium materials and expert crafts-

manship. The building features True Metal Supply’s Tex-
tured Black Tuff-Rib metal roofing paired with Textured Bur-
nished Slate Tuff-Rib siding, creating a striking contrast while
ensuring long-lasting durability.

Beyond its robust metal envelope, the shop boasts Palram
Americas’ Solar Gray sidelights for natural illumination, Sherwin
Williams Coil Coatings” WeatherXL® Coil Coatings for outstand-
ing color retention, and secure structural elements like Parallel
Chord Steel Trusses supplied by True Metal Supply.

Functional additions, including Janus roll-up doors and Plyco
walk doors, enhance accessibility, while Levi’s Building Compo-
nents, Triangle Fastener, and Atlas Bolt and Screw Company’s
Wood Ultimate® fasteners provide reliable structural connec-
tions. From its wainscoting accent to its energy-eflicient design,
this hobby shop stands as a testament to high-quality materials
and a commitment to excellence. It's more than just a building
— it’s a reflection of a vision brought to life with precision and
style. RB
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THE DETAILS:

Location: Tennessee

Size: 41'x50'x12’

Foundation: Concrete pad

Roof Panels: True Metal Supply
Textured Black Tuff-Rib, through-
fastened metal panels

Wall Panels: True Metal Supply

Textured Burnished Slate Tuff-Rib,
through-fastened metal panels

Trusses: True Metal Supply
parallel chord steel trusses

Sidelights: Palram Americas’
Solar Gray panels

Coil Goatings: Sherwin Williams
WeatherXL® Coil Coating

Post Golumns: Old South Wood
Preserving #1 Southern Yellow Pine,
Structural #1 6"x6”

Fasteners:

Levi’s Building Components
FrameGrip structural framing screws
Atlas Bolt and Screw Company Wood
Ultimate® fasteners

Triangle Fastener Sturdi-Wall Drillset
Anchors Model SW66

Rollup Doors: Janus Model 950
Walk Doors: Plyco Series 99E
Solar Panel Clamps: S-5! clamps

PROJECT OF THE MONTH

DUTIN

posT L FOOTINGS

SAVE TIME, LABOR,
AND HASSLE

COMPARED TO CONCRETE

FootingPad® footings are engineered

using a fiber-reinforced composite that

is exceptionally strong, lightweight, and

superior to concrete.

- Complete jobs faster, more easily, and
generate more profit.

- Five sizes are available for use with most
post types in below-grade applications.

ESR-2147

Perfect for decks, post frame buildings, and other Visit FootingPad.com
post-supported structures. or call 800-522-2426
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U.S. Ag and Ag Construction
Market Showing Optimism

n the CSI columns, we rely heavily on the results from our

proprietary surveys. This provides current information and

data specific to our subscribers and the businesses we interact

with. It is also valuable to aggregate information from other
resources. This allows us to corroborate the data we generate and
provide context to the information we generate.

When looking at broader industry data, it is critical to remem-
ber that most data looks at wider categories within the industry
and may not be granular enough to be applied directly to a specif-
ic niche. That said, here are some nuggets from other data sources
with attributions to allow you to return to them in the future.

The health and market sentiment for agriculture has an obvious
relationship to the types of construction covered in Rural Builder
magazine. Purdue University is a great source of agricultural in-
dustry information and market sentiment. It issues a monthly Ag
Economy Barometer and conducts an annual Producer Survey.

The May Barometer result (released June 3, 2025) is 158. This is
the highest since May 2021 and up 10 points since April. Find the
Ag Economy Barometer on the Bloomberg Terminal: AGECBA-
RO, AGECCURC and AGECFTE.

The Purdue University/CME Group Ag Economy Barometer is
a nationwide measure of the health of the U.S. agricultural econ-
omy. The table showing the historical Barometer data from May
2016 shows a marked increase over the last few months, almost
doubling since December 2024.

Purdue University’s annual Producer Survey also demonstrates
increased optimism in agriculture. 32% of respondents believe
their farm operation will be better off in a year vs. 21% thinking
it will be worse. 53% think the next five years for U.S. agriculture
will be “Good Times,” while only 20% predict “Bad Times.” Both
of these represent an increase in positive sentiment over the pre-
vious few years.

Purdue University also publishes a Farm Capital Investment
Index. This index for May 2025 was at 55, also a significant in-
crease from December 2024. April was 61, which was the highest
since May 2021.

According to the data from Purdue University, the outlook for
agriculture and ag construction appears significantly more posi-
tive than it has for four years. More information and the charts
provided can be found at https:/ag.purdue.edu/commercialag/
ageconomybarometer/charts. RB

CONSTRUCTION SURVEY INSIGHTS

BY GARY REICHERT, PUBLISHER

Looking ahead, do you think it is more likely that US agriculture
during the next five years will have widespread good times or
widespread bad times?
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