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EVENT DIRECTOR’S NOTE

A Letter from the Director of Events

ere excited to gather June 10-11 in York, Penn-

sylvania, for the Post-Frame Builder Show. This

business-to-business event brings together the full

spectrum of our construction community. We will
host two full days dedicated to the post-frame, rural, and plain
building industries. We are proud to host family-friendly events,
welcoming those who share your lives to share your time in beau-
tiful York, Pennsylvania.

Each morning begins with focused informational sessions
designed to address the needs and opportunities across build-
ing segments. Attendees can enjoy a complimentary continental
breakfast while connecting with peers and preparing for a full day
on the show floor. Again, this year we will be including a panel
discussion focused on barndominiums.

On Wednesday evening, we invite all exhibitors and attendees
to join us for a complimentary reception featuring food, enter-
tainment, and plenty of time to network in a relaxed setting. It’s a
highlight of the show and a great way to celebrate the collabora-

tion that drives our industry forward.

If you haven't secured your passes yet, there’s still time. Visit
www.postframebuildershow.com or contact any of our exhibi-
tors listed in this issue for a free pass. I want every industry part-
ner who can benefit from this event to be part of it. If you feel
your place at the show is behind a booth, please reach out, and I
will find room for you to exhibit.

Thank you for your continued support of our Shield Wall Me-
dia events. I look forward to seeing you in York and making 2026
our strongest year yet.

Warm regards,

Missy Beyer

Event Director

Shield Wall Media

Post Frame Builder Show * Construction Rollforming Show
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One Aha Moment after Another
Take the S.W.E.A.T. (Skill & Work Ethic Aren’t Taboo) Pledge

BY LINDA SCHMID

ost kids have no idea what they want to do when
they grow up. Ask them and you are likely to hear
anything from: “I want to work at McDonald’s,”
to “I'm going to be a superhero” Quinn McCalla,
however, knew just what he wanted to do when he was a kid: he
wanted to build houses.

“I would get excited to see a new construction project,” Mc-
Calla said, “and as I got older I noticed the architecture every-
where I went””

McCalla grew up in Minnesota near
Alexandria. He enjoyed wrestling, track
and field, and school; he liked to learn,
a trait that has remained with him in his
adult years.

Wood shop was his favorite class.
When others built a basic table, McCalla
took it a step further with the permission
and support of the shop teacher, Mr. Der-
by. He built a river tabletop using rocks
and epoxy. When it turned out well, Mc-
Calla was even more excited about work-
ing in wood.

GETTING STARTED

After graduation, McCalla signed up
for a two-year program in construction at
the local technical college. One problem,
though, was that the school had no meal
plan, so he needed some way to make
some money while in school. Troy Rupp,
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one of his instructors, gave him a job working with his construc-
tion crew. This was a fantastic opportunity to learn hands-on, and
McCalla took it gratefully.

When one of the wrestling parents mentioned the mikerowe-
WORKS Foundation Scholarship, and he had to answer ques-
tions about his education in order to apply, he realized just how
much experience he had already gained in construction. He also
recognized that the SSW.E.A.T. pledge (https://mikeroweworks.
org/curriculum/) was filled with great advice for life.

“It was one ‘aha’ moment after another,”
McCalla said.

THE WORKING WORLD

McCalla now works for Prairie Build-
ers out of Elbow Lake, Minnesota. He
loves it, especially the variety. He has
done additions, remodels, new houses,
rough framing, drywall, trim work, even
some cement work. He counts himself
lucky as some subcontractors focus on
one thing, such as framing, but McCalla
has done it all!

A typical day in the life begins at 7:30,
but McCalla usually gets there early and
does little things that need to be done
such as fueling vehicles, loading tools,
and hooking a tool trailer or trim cart to
a vehicle. He may leave the work site as
early as five or as late as seven. The crew
is paid overtime after forty hours, but his

As a result of a collaboration with mikeroweWORKS Foundation (www.mikeroweworks.org), Rural Builder is
featuring profiles of Work Ethic Scholarship recipients in each of its issues. Over 2,000 scholarships have
been awarded to trade-school students who value hard work and taking personal responsibility. Rural Builder
applauds these students and wants to acknowledge their choice to apply their talents to skilled trades.
Thank you, mikeroweWORKS Foundation, for your continuing efforts to close the skills gap and “reconnect

the average American with the value of a skilled workforce.”
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boss allows workers to stay longer if they want to. It is great put-
ting the things he learned at school to work on the job, and Mc-
Calla sometimes takes the opportunity to get more time in, and
improve his skills.

“I like to do well in whatever I am doing,” McCalla said. “If my
work is not perfect, I feel as though I let myself down, but others
are supportive and advise that I need to give myself some learn-
ing time”

Perfection right out of the gate is impossible, and McCalla is
learning to ease up on the self-criticism so he can trust himself
and face a brand-new task without feeling too intimidated.

GETTING OTHERS EXCITED
ABOUT CONSTRUCTION

McCalla expects that we will see more and more young people
signing up for education and jobs in the trades as the perception
of blue collar work continues to change.

“Many people have been supportive of my choices,” McCalla
said. “My parents and my high school shop teacher, Mr. Derby;,
were excited when I said I wanted a career in construction.”

He said that the best way to encourage high school kids to con-
sider trade careers is to offer them opportunities to try things out.
Shop classes, STEM classes, job exploration programs, and vo-
cational centers are all great ways to expose young people to the
many exciting opportunities in the trades.

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FUTURE
McCalla has worked for several different contractors over the
last few years. Some were family friends who took him on for a

8 RURAL BUILDER / MAY 2026

summer or a specific project, and McCalla would like to pass the
help he has received forward.

“At some point, I would love to have my own company, find
kids who are excited at the prospect of learning, and give them
some experience in the field to get them started” RB
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BY RANDY CHAFFEE

Creating Value:

A Hybrid Road Warrior’s Take
for Rural Builders

reating value is one of the most
frequently used phrases in the
building industry. It shows up
in sales meetings, trade show
conversations, and post-mortems when a
project goes to a lower bidder. But in the
day-to-day reality of rural construction,
value is not a slogan or a slide in a presen-
tation. It shows up across kitchen tables,
on tailgates, during muddy site walks, and
in the quiet moments when a customer
studies a quote and decides whether
they trust the builder behind it. Cre-
ating value is not a tagline — it is a
behavior and a mindset. Every owner,
manager, salesperson, and crew lead-
er who touches the customer experi-
ence is influencing perception. There
is no neutral position. You are either
building value or giving it away.
Some fundamentals have not
changed. Customers still buy from
people they trust, who listen well,
and who make them feel understood
rather than pressured. That was true
when quotes were handwritten, and
agreements were sealed with a hand-
shake, and it remains true today. Technol-
ogy did not replace these principles — it
revealed those who never practiced them
consistently. Value creation begins long
before pricing is discussed. It starts with
how a builder shows up, how questions are
asked, how carefully needs are uncovered,
and how thoroughly the building’s real use
is understood. Too often, builders treat the
quote as the product. It isn't. The building
itself isn’t the true product either. The real
product is confidence — confidence that
the right questions were asked, key details
were not missed, and the builder will still

be present after the concrete is poured and
the final check clears.

At the same time, today’s market adds
a new layer that cannot be ignored. A
builder’s reputation is being formed before
the first conversation ever happens. Search
results, project photos, reviews, and online
presence all shape expectations. This is not
about flash or marketing hype — rural
customers are quick to recognize anything
that feels staged or insincere. It is about

credibility and consistency. When a com-
pany’s digital footprint aligns with its field
operations, friction is reduced, and trust
builds faster. Modern visibility paired with
old-school relationship skills creates a hy-
brid advantage. Even when most leads still
come from phone calls and referrals, cus-
tomers are validating what they hear with
what they can see.

Builders must also be clear about what
they truly sell. If the answer is simply
“buildings,” the conversation defaults to
price. If the answer is speed alone, some-
one will always promise faster. Value comes
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from clearly defined strengths: long-term

durability in harsh climates, layouts that

support real workflows, honest timelines,
better material choices where they mat-
ter, and practical savings where they don't.

These are not marketing phrases — they

are daily decisions. When builders fail to

define their value, customers define it for
them, usually by comparing only the final
number.

Relationships remain especially power-
ful in rural markets, where reputation
and word of mouth still drive oppor-
tunities. But relationships alone are
not value. They are an opening. Value
is created by what happens next — the
depth of the questions, the willing-
ness to walk the site, the readiness to
explore options, and the confidence to
guide decisions based on experience.
A friendly conversation followed by
a rushed quote does not create value.
A long relationship followed by a one-
line price does not create value. Trust
earns the right to advise. Builders who
use that permission well stand apart.

Selling itself is often misunderstood
in the construction trades. Selling is not
manipulation; it is helping customers make
informed decisions. Everyone involved in

a project sells in some capacity. Owners

sell vision, sales staff sell solutions, crews

sell professionalism through jobsite con-
duct and workmanship, and office teams
sell reliability through organization and
follow-through. Strong selling begins with
listening — interviewing rather than inter-
rogating, asking with curiosity rather than
an agenda. When a builder understands
how a structure will actually be used and
the concerns the customer carries, the pro-



THERMA:GUARD

VISIT US AT THE
POST-FRAME

America’s strongest reflective insulation! BUILDER SHOW
BOOTH #300

For metal buildings, pole barns, shops, steel framing,
residential and commercial metal roofing.

WHY USE THERMA-GUARD?

- Strongest insulative underlayment on the market
- Industry-leading UV resistance
- Reflects 96-97% of radiant heat
- Easy to install

- Holds staples like crazy

- Reduces condensation

- Highly resistant to birds and pests (w
Gold Key

of Excellence
Award Winner

REEDT I VERLUMINUM LA

POLYETHYLENE FOAM

WOVEN POLYPROPYLENE

R-VALUE UP TO 12*

*R Value based on combined radiant and | 342
thermal resistance function and depends
on assembly. See back side for details

rolls on a full truck load

17"

Therma-Guard products manufactured Diametet
by Dutch Tech Inc. are warranted against
defects in materials and workmanship for
10 years in approved building or OEM

applications when installed in
accordance with Dutch Tech Inc.’s Available in 6’ or 4’ width, both come with 2” overlap.

written instructions. Also available with or without tape sealing edge.

74" wictn 750FT?

Including 2” overlap  coverage per roll

DUTCH TEGH INC.
Call: 931-325-0000 « 107 3rd Ave E, Lobelville, TN 37097
dutchtech.com or contact an authorized dealer

Verified
US-016-10



DON'T
SCREW (A
IT UP...

PUSH-PIN FOR
THE WIN

Features & Benefits:

e NO SET SCREWS

e Clamps Arrive Assembled

¢ Patented Push-Pin Design

e Self-Locking, NO RETORQUING
¢ Rigorous 3rd Party Testing

¢ Non-Penetrating

e Fast Installation

FULLY
;&S?EMBDLSITEI]

ORDER YOURs: 860-773.4144

www.AceGlamp.com

posal becomes a recommendation rather than a pitch.

Professional responsibility also includes recommending value-
added options. This is not about padding margins or pushing up-
grades. It is about sharing expertise. Customers often do not know
the long-term performance differences between options or the
lifecycle cost implications of certain choices. Avoiding these con-
versations out of fear of price resistance is not service — it is self-
protection. Suggesting better insulation, smarter access design,
more durable components, or layout improvements aligned with
the customer’s goals is part of doing the job well. When recom-
mendations are grounded in listening, they feel like guidance, not
pressure, and trust deepens.

The proposal itself is another opportunity to create value. A
quote lists numbers; a proposal tells the story behind them. It
explains choices, reflects earlier conversations, and demonstrates
that the solution was built specifically for that customer rather
than pulled from a template. When customers see their needs
and priorities clearly reflected, price gains context. They may still
choose another path, but they will remember the experience —
and often return.

The modern advantage belongs to builders who combine road-
tested relationship skills with consistent brand presence. Hand-
shakes and site visits still matter, but value is reinforced when mes-
saging, process, and performance align everywhere a customer
encounters the company. In that environment, value is not some-
thing that must be defended at the end of a sales conversation — it
is something the customer already feels.

Creating value is not a tactic or a script. It is a shift from quoting
to consulting, from selling to serving, and from reacting to lead-
ing. It replaces price defense with clarity and trust built early. Most
builders already practice this at their best moments. The challenge
is making it the standard approach rather than the exception. In-
stead of asking how to win more bids, ask how to build more confi-
dence. Lead with understanding instead of price. Show customers
the value of doing the job right. Value is not added at the end of
a quote — it is decided at the beginning of the conversation. RB

Randy Chaffee brings four-plus decades of
experience to the post-frame and metal roof-
ing industries. Author of #1 Amazon Best
Seller “Asphalt and Algorithms,” he is a board
member for the Buckeye Frame Builders Asso-
ciation and the National Frame Builders As-
sociation. Find his podcast at facebook.com/
BuildingWins or call (814) 906-0001 at 1 p.m.
Eastern on Mondays to listen in.
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VENTILATION

BY RURAL BUILDER STAFF

Moving Air, Maximizing Performance:

Fan Setups and Applications for Agricultural and Rural Buildings

WHETHER YOU’RE MANAGING A LIVESTOCK BARN, A GRAIN STORAGE FACILITY, A SHOP, OR A MULTI-USE AGRICULTURAL
COMPLEX, PROPER FAN SELECTION AND PLACEMENT CAN MEAN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A HEALTHY, PRODUCTIVE
ENVIRONMENT AND COSTLY LOSSES FROM HEAT STRESS, MOISTURE DAMAGE, OR POOR AIR QUALITY.

oday’s agricultural fan market offers a wide range of
options, from basic box fans to sophisticated variable-
speed systems integrated with environmental controls.
Understanding which setup is right for your application
— and how to install it for maximum effectiveness — is the
foundation of any successful rural building ventilation strategy.

UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS:
TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL FANS

Not all fans are created equal, and matching the right fan
type to the right application is the first step toward a successful
ventilation plan. The most common fan types used in rural and
agricultural settings fall into several broad categories.

AXIAL (PROPELLER) FANS

Axial fans are the workhorses of agricultural ventilation.
They move large volumes of air at relatively low static pressure,
making them ideal for open structures like poultry houses, hog
confinements, dairy barns, and equipment sheds. These fans
are typically mounted in sidewalls or endwalls and are used in
both exhaust and circulation configurations. Their simple design
makes them easy to maintain, and their efficiency at high airflow
rates makes them cost-effective for continuous-duty applications.

CENTRIFUGAL (SQUIRREL CAGE) FANS

When ductwork is involved, centrifugal fans are the preferred
choice. These fans generate higher static pressure, allowing
them to push or pull air through longer duct runs, filters, or
heat exchangers without significant performance loss. They are
commonly found in grain bin aeration systems, ventilated storage
rooms, and mechanical ventilation setups where air needs to
travel through conditioned or filtered pathways before reaching
the target space.

HIGH-VOLUME, LOW-SPEED (HVLS) FANS

HVLS fans have become increasingly popular in large open
buildings such as free-stall dairy barns, horse arenas, and
workshop spaces. These large-diameter ceiling fans — typically
ranging from 8 to 24 feet across — rotate slowly but move
enormous volumes of air across a wide area with minimal energy
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consumption. A single HVLS fan can often replace a half dozen
or more smaller high-speed fans, reducing both energy costs and
maintenance demands. Their gentle, even airflow is particularly
valued in dairy operations, where consistent air movement
reduces heat stress without creating drafts that can chill calves or
wet animals.

ZEANN

VECTOR FACTORY-STOCK.ADOBE.COM

CIRCULATION AND DESTRATIFICATION FANS

In heated buildings like workshops, processing facilities, or
indoor riding arenas, thermal stratification — where warm air
pools near the ceiling while the floor level remains cold — is a
common and costly problem. Destratification fans, typically
smaller high-speed units mounted at ceiling height, break up
these temperature layers and redistribute warm air downward.
This can significantly reduce heating costs while improving
comfort and working conditions throughout the building.

VENTILATION STRATEGIES:
NATURAL VS. MECHANICAL

Before selecting fans, builders and operators must understand
the two fundamental ventilation philosophies — and how they
can work together.

Natural ventilation relies on wind and thermal buoyancy
(the tendency of warm, moist air to rise) to move air through
a building. Ridge vents, open sidewalls, curtain sidewalls, and
strategic building orientation all play roles in maximizing natural
airflow. This approach is low-cost and energy-free, but it’s also
dependent on weather conditions and can be unreliable during
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VENTILATION

hot, calm summer days — precisely when ventilation is most
critical.

Mechanical ventilation uses fans to create controlled,
predictable airflow regardless of outdoor conditions. It can be
designed as a positive-pressure system (fans push fresh air in), a
negative-pressure system (exhaust fans pull stale air out, creating
a vacuum that draws fresh air through inlets), or a neutral system
that balances both. Negative-pressure tunnel ventilation has
become the industry standard in poultry and swine production,
where precise control over air speed and direction is essential for
animal performance.

Many modern rural buildings use a combination of both
approaches — curtain sidewalls or ridge vents for mild-weather
natural ventilation, supplemented by mechanical systems that
kick in during extreme heat or cold. Automated environmental
controls can monitor temperature, humidity, and CO2 levels and
adjust fan speeds accordingly, creating a dynamic system that
optimizes both animal welfare and energy efficiency.

APPLICATION-SPECIFIC FAN SETUPS

POULTRY HOUSES

Tunnel ventilation is the gold standard in modern broiler
and layer operations. Exhaust fans — often large 48” or 527
diameter units — are mounted in one endwall, while screened
inlets at the opposite end allow fresh air to enter. This creates a
strong, directional airflow the length of the building, generating
a wind-chill effect that keeps birds comfortable even in peak
summer conditions. Staging fans in multiple banks, controlled
by thermostats or environmental computers, allows operators
to ramp airflow up or down based on real-time temperature
readings.

DAIRY AND BEEF CATTLE FACILITIES

Heat stress in dairy cattle is a well-documented production
killer, suppressing milk output and reproduction rates even at
moderate temperatures. HVLS fans positioned over the feed
lane, resting area, and holding pen are now considered essential
equipment in competitive dairy operations. Supplementing
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HVLS fans with sprinkler or soaker systems — which wet
the cows before the fans evaporate that moisture — delivers
aggressive cooling with remarkable efficiency. For beef feedlots
and calf housing, combinations of wall-mounted axial fans and
natural ridge ventilation are commonly used to balance airflow
and moisture control.

SWINE CONFINEMENTS

Ventilation in swine facilities must manage not only temperature
but also ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, and other gases produced by
manure. A tiered ventilation system using variable-speed fans of
multiple sizes is standard practice: small fans run continuously
at minimum ventilation rates during cold weather to maintain
air quality; larger fans stage on as temperatures rise and heat and
gas loads increase. Careful attention to inlet design ensures that
incoming cold air mixes with room air before reaching pig level,
preventing chilling in young or finishing animals.

p—
—-'""_____.-—--'_—-
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GRAIN STORAGE AND AERATION BINS

Aeration is the primary tool for maintaining grain quality in
storage. Centrifugal aeration fans force ambient air up through
the grain mass, equalizing temperature and moisture throughout
the bin and preventing the hot spots and moisture migration that
lead to spoilage. Fan sizing for grain bins is typically calculated by
the CFM-per-bushel standard — most agronomists recommend
between 0.1 and 0.2 CFM per bushel for basic temperature
management, while faster drying systems may target 1.0 CFM
per bushel or higher. Automated aeration controllers use outdoor
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VENTILATION

temperature and humidity sensors to run fans only when
conditions are favorable, maximizing efficiency.

MACHINE SHOPS AND MULTI-USE BUILDINGS
Farm shops, equipment storage buildings, and multi-purpose
rural structures benefit greatly from both exhaust ventilation and
circulation fans. Roof-mounted power ventilators can quickly
purge heat that builds up under metal roofs during summer.
Destratification fans improve heating efficiency in winter. Where
welding, spraying, or other fume-producing work takes place,
localized exhaust fans or dedicated ventilation hoods may be
required to meet safety standards and protect worker health.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR FAN SELECTION
AND PLACEMENT

When specifying or installing fans for any rural application,
these core principles apply:

o  Size for the worst case. Fan systems should be engineered

tohandle peak summer conditions, not average conditions.

3

¥
+ AMERICAN
# " MADE

"% TOUGH FOR STEEL

BECK AMERICA Inc. 800-239-8665

3 BECK

www.beck-fastening.com
ET&F* is a registered trademark of RAIMUND BECK GMBH.
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An undersized system that fails during a heat event can
cost far more in animal losses or product damage than the
savings realized by cutting corners upfront.

«  Match CFM to the space. Calculate the total cubic footage
of the space and determine the number of air changes per
hour required for your application. Livestock buildings
typically target anywhere from 30 to over 100 air changes
per hour at peak ventilation, while storage facilities may
need far fewer.

o  Prioritize energy efficiency. Look for fans with high
CEM-per-watt ratings and consider variable-speed drives
that allow fans to run at reduced speeds during mild
conditions. The energy savings over a fan’s lifetime can far
exceed its initial cost premium.

o Plan for maintenance access. Fans in agricultural
environments face dust, moisture, and corrosive gases
that accelerate wear. Specify fans with corrosion-resistant
housings and blades, and design installations that allow
for regular belt inspection, lubrication, and cleaning
without requiring scaffolding or specialized equipment.

. Protect against back-draft. Shutter
dampers that close when fans are off
prevent cold outside air from infiltrating
the building in winter and reduce heat gain
in summer. Always specify fans with quality
dampers, and inspect them regularly to
ensure they open and close freely.

ET&F

A BECK brand

THE BOTTOM LINE

A well-designed fan system is not an
afterthought — it is a core component
of a productive, durable rural building.
Whether you're breaking ground on a new
hog confinement, retrofitting an aging dairy
barn, adding aeration to a grain storage
complex, or improving comfort in a farm
shop, investing the time and resources to
get ventilation right pays dividends every
single day the building is in use.

Work with suppliers and engineers who
understand agricultural environments, not
just residential or commercial HVAC. The
demands on a fan running 8,000 hours
a year in a dusty, humid poultry house
are vastly different from a fan in an office
building, and the specifications should
reflect that reality.

When air moves right, everything else
tends to follow. RB
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AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES

BY RURAL BUILDER STAFF

Choosing the Right
Door for the Job

A Field Guide to Agricultural Doors

n a working farm or ranch, a door is never just a door.

Its the difference between a tractor that gets in and

out without a scratch and one that clips the frame on

the way through. It’s the line between a chicken house
that stays warm through a Minnesota January and one that loses
heat — and birds — overnight. Choosing the wrong door for an
agricultural application doesn’t just cost money upfront. It costs
time, productivity, and sometimes livestock.

This guide walks through the most common door types used
in agricultural buildings, their ideal applications, the materials
that hold up best in farm environments, and the questions every
builder and owner should ask before the first nail goes in.

WHY AGRICULTURAL DOORS ARE DIFFERENT
Commercial and residential doors are engineered for
very specific load tolerances, traffic patterns, and aesthetic
expectations. Agricultural doors operate in a different world
entirely. They must handle:
o Extreme temperature swings — from sub-zero winters to

sweltering summer heat
o High humidity and moisture from animals, feed, and weather
« Corrosive environments caused by manure gases, fertilizers,
and cleaning chemicals
 Heavy, irregular traffic — from people on foot to combines
with 12-foot headers
o Dust, chaft, bedding material, and other particulates that
clog hardware
o The occasional rough treatment that comes with busy farm
operations
A door that checks all the boxes for a suburban garage will
often fail within a few years in an active barn or equipment shed.
Understanding that gap is the starting point for making a good
selection.

THE MAIN TYPES OF AGRICULTURAL DOORS

There is no single “best” agricultural door — the right choice
depends on the structure, the use case, and the budget. Here is a
breakdown of the most common types:

Sliding Large livestock, 20-40 yrs
hay
Overhead Sectional = Equipment $$%% 20-30 yrs High
storage
Dutch/Split Horse stalls, % 15-25 yrs Medium
poultry
Bi-Fold Wide machinery $$% 20-35 yrs Low-Med
access
Roll-Up Smaller storage $$ 165-25 yrs Medium
bays
Hinged Swing General purpose $ 2040+ yrs Low
Cost key: § = under $500| $§ = $500-$1,500 | $8$ = §1,500-$4,000 | $$5% = $4,000+. Costs vary by size, region, and
installation.
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AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES

SLIDING DOORS

The sliding door is one of the oldest and most trusted designs
in agricultural construction — and for good reason. A properly
built sliding door can span 12, 16, even 20 feet of opening without
the overhead clearance required by a sectional or bi-fold. This
makes it especially well-suited to hay storage, large livestock
barns, and older structures where the framing wasn't designed
with overhead doors in mind.

The key vulnerabilities of sliding doors are their track
hardware and the bottom guide. In heavy-use environments, the
top roller carriages take a beating, and the bottom guide — if
recessed in concrete — fills quickly with manure, bedding, and
debris. Builders should specify heavy-duty galvanized or stainless
hardware rated for agricultural use, and consider a surface-
mounted bottom guide that can be cleaned easily.

The key vulnerabilities of sliding doors are their track
hardware and the bottom guide. In heavy-use environments, the
top roller carriages take a beating, and the bottom guide — if
recessed in concrete — fills quickly with manure, bedding, and
debris. Builders should specify heavy-duty galvanized or stainless
hardware rated for agricultural use, and consider a surface-
mounted bottom guide that can be cleaned easily.

Most standard sliding door components—tracks, latches,
guides, and frames—arent wind rated. That's a major gap in
the industry. Right now, pre-engineered, warrantied wind-rated
systems are rare, with companies like I Beam Sliding Doors
leading the way. Standard off-the-shelf parts simply aren’t built
for those demands, which explains the ongoing frustration many
builders face.

Jon Fehr of I Beam Sliding Doors puts it plainly: “The sliding
door industry needs to step up. Hardware and structural
components should perform on par with sectional or aircraft-
style doors. As it stands, most standard frames and hardware
don’t meet UL or ASTM E330 standards, and insurers are starting
to take notice—sometimes refusing coverage on buildings with
underperforming door systems. Treating sliding doors as a
temporary or ‘cheap fix’ isn’t just short-sighted—it can create
real liability issues. When engineered correctly, sliding doors
can match or exceed the value of overhead doors. But that only
happens when the industry moves beyond low-cost shortcuts and
commits to better-built systems.”

OVERHEAD SECTIONAL DOORS

For equipment storage — especially in heated shops and
machinery storage buildings — the insulated sectional overhead
door has become the standard. Modern agricultural-grade
sectionals are available with R-values of 12 to 17, dramatically
reducing heating costs in climates where a shop needs to stay
above freezing year-round.

The trade-off is cost and maintenance. Torsion springs must
be properly sized for the door weight and will need replacement
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¢ |-Beam Doors https://ibeamdoor.com/
¢ Haas Doors https://www.haasdoor.com/

over time. Opener systems require power and can fail in outage
situations — a serious problem if a tractor needs to get out during
a storm. Builders should always include a manual override and
specify heavy-duty springs rated for high-cycle agricultural use.

DUTCH DOORS AND SPLIT DOORS

Dutch doors — split horizontally so the top and bottom halves
operate independently — are the workhorses of horse barns and
poultry operations. They allow ventilation and animal contact
while keeping animals contained. In a farrowing house or calf
hutch application, the ability to open just the top for observation
and feeding without allowing escape is genuinely invaluable.

Construction quality matters enormously with Dutch doors.
The split mechanism must be tight enough to prevent drafts when
closed but easy enough to operate with one hand when you’ve got
a feed bucket in the other.
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BI-FOLD AND HYDRAULIC BI-FOLD DOORS

When the priority is maximum clear opening for wide or tall
equipment, bi-fold doors deliver. A bi-fold system can open a 40-
foot or wider bay to full width in seconds, which matters when a
planter is coming in from the field and a storm is rolling in from
the west.

Hydraulic bi-folds, once found mostly in commercial aviation
hangars, have made significant inroads in high-end agricultural
applications. They are expensive and require more maintenance
than passive sliding systems, but for large commodity operations
or custom farming businesses with significant equipment
investments, the operational convenience justifies the cost.
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AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES

MATERIAL SELECTION:
WHAT HOLDS UP IN THE FIELD

Material choice is as important as door type in agricultural
applications. The three primary options each have genuine
tradeofs:

STEEL

Galvanized and painted steel is the dominant material in
modern agricultural door construction for good reason: its
strong, relatively affordable, and available in a wide range of
gauges. For exterior sliding doors, 16- or 18-gauge is common.
For overhead sectionals, look for doors with a galvanized steel
skin, thermal break in the panel, and polyurethane foam core for
insulated applications.

The primary enemy of steel in agricultural settings is the
combination of moisture and manure gases. Hydrogen sulfide
and ammonia accelerate corrosion on cut edges and scratched
surfaces. Specify cut-edge protection, and plan for touch-up
painting as part of the annual maintenance routine.

wOOD

Rough-sawn lumber doors — often pine, fir, or cedar — remain
popular for sliding barn doors, particularly in regions with
established timber resources and in operations where aesthetics
matter. A well-built wood door on quality hardware can outlast a
cheap steel door by decades.

Wood does require more maintenance: painting or sealing
every few years, swelling and shrinking with seasonal moisture
changes, and eventual replacement of deteriorated boards.
Tongue-and-groove construction with a solid Z-brace backing
minimizes racking and helps the door hold its shape over time.

FIBERGLASS AND COMPOSITE

Fiberglass and composite doors are gaining traction in high-
humidity and high-corrosion environments — particularly
in poultry and hog operations where chemical wash-downs
are routine. They don’t rust, rot, or absorb moisture, and their
surfaces resist the caustic cleaning agents used in biosecurity
protocols.

The knock on fiberglass has traditionally been cost and impact
resistance. A steel door takes a hit from a loader bucket and dents.
A fiberglass door may crack. For high-traffic equipment areas,
steel typically remains the better choice. For animal housing
and wash-down environments, fiberglass deserves serious
consideration.

HARDWARE: WHERE AGRICULTURAL DOORS
SUCCEED OR FAIL
The best door panel in the world will under perform if it'’s hung
on inadequate hardware. In agricultural applications, hardware
selection deserves the same attention as the door itself.
« Roller carriages: Specify double-wheeled carriages rated for
the door weight, with sealed bearings. Open bearings pack
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with chaff and grit within a season.

o Track: Heavy-duty galvanized track in 8- or 10-gauge is the
minimum for exterior sliding applications. Lighter track
sags between mounting points under a heavy door.

o Latches and locks: Simple barrel bolts fail quickly in farm
environments. Specify heavy-duty padlock hasps or locking
latches rated for outdoor use with livestock-resistant security.

» Bottom seals: Critical for keeping rodents, cold air, and
water out. Brush seals hold up better than rubber in high-
debris environments and don’t freeze to the threshold.

o Spring counterbalances: For manually operated overhead
doors, springs must be properly tensioned for the door
weight. An improperly balanced door becomes dangerous
and puts excessive wear on opener motors

KEY QUESTIONS BEFORE YOU SPEC THE DOOR

Before finalizing door specifications on any agricultural
project, builders should walk through these questions with the
owner:

o What is the largest piece of equipment that needs to pass
through this opening — now and in 10 years? Spec for
growth.

o Will the building be heated? If so, an insulated door and
thermal break framing pays back quickly in fuel savings.

o What animals will be in this space? Animal curiosity
and strength can destroy hardware not designed for the
application.

o What is the cleaning protocol? Wet environments demand
different materials and hardware than dry storage.

o Is power reliable at this location? If not, automatic openers
need careful consideration and manual backup.

o Whatis the prevailing wind direction? A door that opens into
the wind requires heavier hardware and positive latching.

« How many cycles per day will this door see? A door opened
twice a day has very different hardware requirements than
one opened 30 times.

FINAL THOUGHTS

Agricultural door selection is ultimately a conversation
between the builder, the owner, and the realities of how a building
will actually be used. Generic specifications copied from one
project to another are a recipe for callbacks, frustrated clients,
and doors that don't last.

The good news is that the agricultural door market has
matured significantly in recent decades. Heavy-duty hardware,
well-engineered steel panels, and specialty products for poultry,
livestock, and equipment applications are all readily available
from suppliers who understand farming. The builder’s job is to
ask the right questions, match the product to the application, and
install it correctly the first time.

Get that right, and a barn door can outlast the building it’s
hung in. RB
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DAIRY FOCUS

BY RURAL BUILDER STAFF

Built for the Cow First

Inside the decisions, details, and dollars that shape a
modern freestall dairy barn — from first drawings to first milking

dairy barn is not a building that happens to hold
cows. It is a production system — a facility engineered
around the biology and behavior of the animal that
drives the operation’s entire revenue stream. Every
decision a builder makes, from slab thickness to stall width to the
placement of a water tank, either supports milk output or quietly
works against it. Get it right and the barn performs for 30 years.
Get it wrong and the callbacks start before the first winter is out.

This article examines how experienced dairy barn builders
approach a 500-cow freestall facility: the structural and systems
decisions that define the building type, the design challenges
that consistently trip up first-time dairy contractors, and the cost
benchmarks that help producers and builders align expectations
before the first nail goes in.

The audience for this piece is builders — contractors who may
be doing their first or fifth dairy project and want a clear-eyed
picture of what this building type demands. Dairy construction
rewards specialized knowledge. The producers who build these
facilities know it, and they ask hard questions before they sign a
contract.

“A dairy barn has to work for the cow first. Everything else —
cost, aesthetics, convenience — comes second.”

TYPICAL PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS — 500-COW FREESTALL DAIRY

Structure Type Post-frame, 6-row freestall with center feed alley
Footprint

Stall Dimensions
Milking System
Ventilation

Flooring

Manure Management
Lighting LED, timer-controlled, 50 fc minimum throughout
Build Timeline

All-In Cost Range

START WITH THE ANIMAL

The foundation of any dairy barn design is the animal itself.
A modern Holstein milking cow weighs approximately 1,400
pounds, drinks 30 to 50 gallons of water per day, produces 80 to
100 pounds of manure and urine daily, and requires 16 or more
hours of light exposure to sustain peak milk production. She is a
biological system with exacting needs — and a barn that meets
those needs will outperform one that doesn’t in milk per cow,
reproductive efficiency, and herd longevity.
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84' wide x 420" long (35,280 sq ft); expandable design

4'6" wide x 9' deep; loop-style dividers, sand bedded

2x20 parallel parlor with milk pre-cooling plate cooler
Natural curtain sidewalls + tunnel fan backup + paddle fans
4,500 PSI grooved concrete alleys; rubber mats at bunk

Mechanical scrapers, concrete pit, manure separator

Approximately 12—16 months, concept to first milking

$3.5M-$6M+ depending on region, systems, and finish level

That sounds obvious. In practice, it gets complicated when
budget pressure pushes stall dimensions toward the minimum,
when ventilation gets value-engineered down, or when the parlor
is sized for the herd as it exists today rather than the herd the
producer intends to milk in five years. Experienced dairy builders
have seen every one of these trade-offs produce expensive
regret. The builder’s job is to help the producer understand the
consequences before the concrete is poured.

FREESTALL DESIGN:
WHERE COW COMFORT BEGINS

Current university extension guidelines — drawn from
decades of production research — are more demanding on stall
dimensions than the standards many older barns were built
to. Stalls sized adequately in the 1990s are now understood to
reduce lying time, increase the time cows spend standing on
concrete, and contribute to lameness, which is among the most
economically damaging conditions in a dairy herd. Lameness
costs an affected cow an estimated $300 to $500 per lactation in
lost production, treatment, and early culling.

For a 500-cow herd, that number compounds fast. A builder
who persuades a producer to invest in properly sized stalls, correct
lunge space, and quality bedding infrastructure
is not upselling — he is protecting the client’s
investment.

o Stall width: 46"

Holsteins; 4°’8” preferred on newer construction

o Stall depth (head-to-head): 9’ clear, with 86”

lunge space above the neck rail

o Brisket board: Set at 68” from curb; prevents

forward creep without restricting lying movement

+ Rear curb: 10” maximum height — lower than

traditional designs to ease cow entry and exit

» Bedding: Sand is the gold standard for cow

comfort and mastitis control; requires dedicated

storage and delivery infrastructure

o Alley mats: Rubber mats at feed bunk for 10" depth; cows
standing on concrete at the bunk are at elevated lameness
risk

minimum for mature

VENTILATION: THE SYSTEM
THAT DRIVES OR KILLS PERFORMANCE

Ask experienced dairy producers what they would do
differently if they built again. Ventilation comes up repeatedly. A
barn that cannot move air in July is a barn that suppresses milk
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DAIRY FOCUS

production — measurably, immediately, and compoundingly as
temperature and humidity rise. Heat stress in dairy cows begins
at approximately 68 degrees Fahrenheit. Above that threshold,
dry matter intake drops, milk production falls, and reproductive
performance declines sharply. The losses accumulate across the
herd every day conditions persist.

Natural cross-ventilation — continuous open ridge and
adjustable sidewall curtains — is the primary system on most
Upper Midwest and Northeast dairy barns. For barn widths up to
approximately 70 feet, natural ventilation can maintain adequate
summer airflow. Beyond that width, supplemental systems are
necessary.

TUNNEL VENTILATION AS BACKUP

A tunnel ventilation backup is specified on most new 80-foot-
plus barns: a bank of large-diameter fans at one end wall, inlet
louvers at the opposite end, creating a designed air velocity of 400
feet per minute or better through the cow zone when conditions
require full activation. Variable-speed fans allow the system to
modulate through a range of conditions rather than switching
between full-on and off.

Overhead paddle fans — 72-inch diameter on 40-foot centers
— run continuously over stall rows from late spring through early
fall. Research consistently shows that fans delivering continuous
airflow directly to the resting zone reduce heat stress more
effectively than tunnel ventilation alone during moderate heat
events, which are more frequent than the extreme events that
require full tunnel activation.

WINTER VENTILATION: THE HARDER PROBLEM

Winter ventilation on a northern dairy barn is the design
problem that rarely gets adequate attention in pre-construction
conversations. The challenge is maintaining air quality —
removing moisture, ammonia, and carbon dioxide from a
building occupied by 500 large animals — without creating cold
drafts that compromise cow comfort or increase the energy cost
of body temperature maintenance.

The practical solution is an automated curtain controller that
closes sidewalls progressively as temperatures drop, maintaining
a minimum air exchange rate through the ridge vent opening
alone at the coldest settings. The controller’s temperature
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setpoints are specific to the climate zone. A Wisconsin barn and
a Virginia barn of identical dimensions will have different winter
ventilation management requirements — a detail that matters
when the building contractor is specifying the control system.

CONCRETE: THE MOST CRITICAL
MATERIAL IN THE BUILDING

In a dairy barn, concrete is everywhere and it has to perform in
one of agriculture’s most punishing environments. Manure acids,
daily pressure washing, mechanical scraper blade traffic, heavy
livestock, freeze-thaw cycles, and cleaning chemicals all attack
concrete surfaces continuously. Failures — cracking, spalling,
surface deterioration — translate directly into hoof problems,
which translate into production losses and culled animals.

The specification for dairy barn concrete is not the same as for
a general agricultural building. A 5-inch, air-entrained slab at
4,500 PSI minimum with a water-to-cement ratio below 0.45 is
the baseline. Wire mesh and rebar in alley areas are standard. All
concrete should be cured under blankets for a minimum of 7 days
before any scraper or livestock traffic is allowed.

GROOVE PATTERN AND TRACTION

The surface texture of alley concrete directly affects lameness
rates. Cows on slick floors alter their gait, reduce trips to feed and
water, and are at elevated risk of slipping and injury. A diamond-
groove pattern — 3/4-inch wide, 1/2-inch deep, on 4-inch centers
at a 45-degree bias to the alley direction — provides traction in all
directions of travel while remaining cleanable by scraper blade.

The feed apron, where cows stand during eating, is typically
broom-finished and left ungrooved, with rubber mats providing
the traction surface. Rough grooved concrete at the bunk face can
abrade the softer sole tissue of cows that spend extended time
standing at feed.

SLOPE AND DRAINAGE

Alley floors should slope toward manure channels at 2 percent
— enough to direct wash water and liquid manure without
creating a surface cows have difficulty walking on. Slopes steeper
than 2.5 percent increase slipping risk and cow reluctance to
move. Cross-slope in front of stalls should be minimal. Getting
these grades right requires surveying and screeding care that
costs real money to do properly and far more to fix after the fact.

THE MILKING CENTER: WHERE THE
REVENUE IS PRODUCED

The milking parlor is the revenue engine of the dairy operation.
Cows that spend excessive time walking to and from the parlor,
waiting in a crowded holding area, or moving through a slow
milking system are cows that are not lying down, resting, and
producing milk. Parlor efficiency has a direct and measurable
effect on the productivity of the entire barn.

Parlor selection is primarily a function of herd size and labor
availability. A 2x12 herringbone handles a 200-cow herd well.
A 2x24 parallel begins to make sense above 400 cows. Rotary
systems — where cows step onto a slowly rotating platform
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and step off when milking is complete — become cost-effective
above 600 to 800 cows, offering throughput of 700 or more cows
per hour with a single operator. The capital cost of a rotary is
substantially higher than a parallel; the labor savings at large herd
sizes typically justify it within a few years.

SUPPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

The parlor building is only part of the milking center. The
support infrastructure around it shapes operational efficiency as
much as the parlor itself:

» Holding area: Covered concrete pad for 20-25% of the
milking herd; sprinklers and fans for heat abatement;
crowd gate to move cows without labor

o Covered return lane: One of the most frequently value-

engineered items in dairy construction and one of the most
frequently regretted. Cows returning uncovered in winter
weather lose heat, track ice into alleys, and experience
stress that affects subsequent production.

o Milk pre-cooling: A plate cooler between the parlor and
bulk tank pre-cools milk from approximately 100 degrees F
to near groundwater temperature before refrigeration. The
compressor savings pay back the cooler cost in 2-3 years at
current energy prices.

o CIP (clean-in-place) system: Automated chemical wash
cycle for all milk contact surfaces. Hot water capacity must
be sized for full CIP demand at each milking.

o Employee facilities: Break room, restrooms, equipment
storage. These are not extras on a dairy that requires
around-the-clock labor; they affect staffing and retention.

DESIGN CHALLENGES AND
BUILDER SOLUTIONS

The following table documents the recurring design conflicts
on dairy barn projects — the decisions that separate experienced
dairy contractors from those learning on the client’s dollar.

MANURE MANAGEMENT: SIZE UP, NOT DOWN
A 500-cow dairy produces roughly 25,000 gallons of liquid
manure per day. Manure management is not a peripheral

o

PanelVent™

ARCI

Ph: (334) 283-4030 Fax: (334) 283-4032

U.S. Patent #11946263

Roof vents designed specifically for metal roofing!

Currently available in Black, Cocoa Brown, Charcoal,
Evergreen, Polar White, and Rustic Red.
Additional colors are on the way!

E VENTS™

A brand by Golden Rule Fasteners, Inc.
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FASTENERS

Email: info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com
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_ Design Challenge Builder's Solution

Cow comfort

Air quality

Lighting

Water access

Feed delivery

Waste handling

Winter ventilation

Parlor connection

Minimize time standing on concrete;
reduce lameness risk

Ammonia and humidity from 500
animals year-round

16+ hours of light needed to sustain
peak milk production

Cows drink 30-50 gallons/day; must
access freely and quickly

TMR mixer wagon: 13'+ wide, 13'6"+
tall, heavy axle loads

Timely removal critical for hoof
health and air quality

Remove moisture/ammonia without
creating cold drafts

Cows returning in winter weather
lose heat and track ice

DAIRY FOCUS

Deep-bedded sand stalls; rubber mats at
feed bunk and crossovers

Continuous ridge vent + 54" curtains;
paddle fans over stall rows

LED fixtures on timers; 50 fc minimum;
emergency backup circuits

1 waterer per 20 cows; positioned 3' from
stall exits for traffic flow

16" wide x 14' clear feed alley;
drive-through entry/exit

Auto scrapers on timed cycle; concrete pit
with separator on site

Automated curtain controller; minimum
exchange maintained through ridge

Covered, heated return lane connecting
parlor to freestall barn

the barn increases milk production by 8 to 10 percent
compared to cows in naturally lit housing. The mechanism
is hormonal; the results are reliably reproducible.

Despite this, lighting is among the most commonly
underspecified systems in dairy barn construction.
Fixtures are placed too high, spacing is too wide, and the
measured illumination at cow level fails to meet the 50-fc
threshold — not because the owner chose to underinvest,
but because no one checked with a light meter before the
ceiling was closed.

LED fixtures on timer-controlled circuits are the
current standard. The timer allows the barn to maintain
the 16-hour photoperiod regardless of season. A dry

consideration in a dairy barn — it is a central design constraint
that affects alley geometry, floor slope, structural loading at the
collection point, and the site plan for storage.

Mechanical alley scrapers on a timed cycle are standard on
freestall barns of this size, pushing manure to a collection channel
that drops to a concrete receiving pit. The pit should be sized for
a minimum of 30 days of storage to provide flexibility during wet
springs or frozen ground conditions that limit field application.
Mechanical separators are increasingly common: they remove
the solid fraction for composting or bedding reuse, reducing the
liquid volume that goes to lagoon storage.

Manure system sizing is one of the areas where producers
most consistently underinvest on first-build projects. The cost
of building 20 percent more storage at time of
construction is a fraction of the cost of adding it
later — and in states with prescriptive nutrient
management requirements, running out of
storage is not just an inconvenience. It is a
regulatory problem.

Builders entering the dairy space should also
be aware that anaerobic digester projects —
which capture methane from stored manure
and convert it to pipeline-quality natural gas
or on-farm electricity — are becoming more
common on larger operations. These projects
require coordination between barn contractor,
digester installer, utility company, and state
environmental regulators, and they shape barn
design in ways that must be anticipated from the  bam)
start.

LIGHTING: CHRONICALLY

Freestall barn — shell only (per sq ft)

Freestall barn — total per cow space

Milking parlor — parallel (per milking stall)

Milking parlor — rotary (per stall)

Robotic milking unit (per robot, installed)

cow period of 8 hours of light per day can be managed

in a separate section of the barn or a separate dry cow
facility. Builders should confirm illumination levels with a meter
at multiple locations before considering the lighting installation
complete.

WHAT TO ASK BEFORE YOU BID
Dairy barn projects reward builders who ask detailed pre-
bid questions. The answers shape the specification in ways that
cannot be recovered after construction begins. Before bidding a
dairy project, experienced contractors verify:
o What is the largest piece of equipment that will enter this
building, now and in 10 years? Spec the feed alley and door
openings for growth.

SIDEBAR: WHAT DOES A DAIRY BARN COST?

2024-2025 cost benchmarks for new dairy construction in the Upper Midwest and Northeast

$18-22/sq ft = $28-35/sq ft (insulated, finished)

$2,000/cow = $5,000+/cow (varies by

automation)

$20,000/stall = $35,000/stall (double-20 and

larger)
$45,000/stall = $80,000+/stall (large carousels)

$200,000/robot = $250,000/robot (covers ~60

cows)
Concrete — alleys and aprons (per sq ft) $8-10/sq ft = $14+/sq ft (grooved, reinforced)
Ventilation — natural curtain system $25,000 = $80,000+ (depending on barn
size)
Ventilation — tunnel fan system (500-cow $60,000 | $150,000+ (full tunnel
installation)
Manure pit — concrete lined (per gallon) $0.75/gal = $1.50/gal (covered, engineered)
LED lighting — full barn installation $18,000 = $55,000+ (500-cow freestall)
Plate pre-cooler (milk cooling, installed) $8,000 = $18,000
TOTAL — new 500-cow dairy (all-in) $3.5M = $6M+ (parlor, barn, manure,

UNDERSPECIFIED

Photoperiod management — controlling the
hours of light exposure cows receive — is one of
the simplest and most cost-effective production
tools available to a dairy producer. Research is
consistent: maintaining 16 hours of light per day
at a minimum of 50 foot-candles throughout
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editorial research.

utilities)

Notes on these figures:

Costs reflect 2024-2025 upper Midwest and Northeast contractor pricing and do not include land, site prep,
permitting, or herd acquisition. Steel, concrete, and labor costs have risen 40—70% since 2019. Regional variation
is significant — Idaho and Texas drylot construction runs considerably less than Wisconsin or New York insulated
barn construction. Robot dairies cost more upfront but typically reduce labor requirements by 30-40%. Sources:
UW-Madison Extension dairy team benchmarks, Lactanet 2023 construction survey data, and Rural Builder
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o Will the barn be heated? If so, specify insulated panels, a
thermal break in the wall system, and a heating system sized
for the building volume.

o What is the cleaning protocol? Wet washdown environments
require different materials and floor finishes than dry-
scraped alleys.

o Is three-phase electrical service available at the site? Parlor
motors, ventilation fans, and refrigeration compressors
typically require it.

o What is the nutrient management plan? The manure storage
system must satisfy state requirements for storage capacity
and setback before a permit will be issued.

o What is the herd size in 5 and 10 years? Design the barn for
the future herd, even if construction is phased.

o Who is the milking system supplier? Parlor dimensions
must be coordinated with equipment specifications early —
changes late in design are expensive.

« Is an anaerobic digester or renewable energy system being
considered? This affects manure system design, site layout,
and utility connection requirements from day one.

“The most expensive dairy barn is the one you have to modify

’3_‘%\\
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Proven-:

in year three because the original spec wasn't built for how the
farm actually operates.”

FINAL THOUGHTS FOR BUILDERS

Dairy construction is among the most technically demanding
segments of agricultural building. The producer who is building
a 500-cow freestall barn has usually spent years preparing for
it — working with extension educators, visiting other farms,
consulting with nutritionists and veterinarians, and modeling
the financials in detail. They arrive at the builder’s door with
knowledge and expectations.

The builders who succeed in this space match that preparation.
They understand why stall dimensions matter. They can talk
intelligently about ventilation design and concrete specifications.

They know what questions to ask before the bid goes out and
what decisions cannot wait until construction is underway.

The reward for that investment is a client relationship that tends
to be long-term. Dairy producers who have a good experience
with a contractor come back — for the next barn addition,
the parlor expansion, the heifer facility, the equipment storage
building. In agricultural construction, dairy is a demanding entry
point. It is also one of the most durable. RB
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DAYLIGHTING ¢ WALL AND CEILING PANELS

PALRAM PRODUCTS

For more than 60 years, Palram’s
commitment to quality has led
to products that are durable and
versatile with warranties that
ensure your satisfaction!

SUNSKY*®

SUNSKY is the leading corrugated

sidelights, complete roofs, and
cladding. SUNSKY has 20 times
greater impact resistance than FRP,
plus a lower yellowing index and
the highest light transmission.

m To learn more, contact your local distributor or
call 800-999-9459. Or visit us at: palram.com/us

PALRAM

polycarbonate product for skylights,

DURACLAD®

PALCLAD® PRO

These solid PVC wall cladding
panels are a cost-effective
alternative to FRP. PALCLAD PRO
contains no fiberglass, has a
5-year warranty, and is Class A
fire-rated. Also, chemical and
water resistant.

DURACLAD Multiwall Interlocking
PVC interior wall & ceiling panels
have a tongue-and-groove design
allowing for quick installation.
Chemical and water resistant.
Available in bright white and NEW
white shiplap Designer Series.

Excellence

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com 31


http://www.ruralbuildermagazine.com

2026 POST-FRAME BUILDER SHOW PREVIEW

POST-FRAME = RURAL = PLAIN

BUILDER/ZSSHOW

Explore the Solutions That Move Your Business Forward

ouwll find the exhibit floor packed with problem-
solvers ready to help you grow. These exhibitors aren’t
just vendors—they’re partners in your success. They’'ve
gathered here to share the latest tools, materials,
technologies, and insights to help you build better, faster, and

smarter.

From equipment and component manufacturers to service
providers and financing experts, you'll meet professionals who

understand the unique challenges of post-frame construction—
and who are committed to helping you overcome them.
Whether youre looking to improve efficiency, explore new
products, or find inspiration, there’s something here for every

corner of your business.

Make time to visit every booth—you never know which
conversation will lead to your next great idea or most valuable

connection.

(\ AB MARTIN’

AB Martin

Booth #413

82 Garden Spot Road
Ephrata, PA 17522
717-445-6885
717-977-5175 (fax)
sales@abmartin.net
www.abmartin.net

For over 75 years, AB Martin
has been manufacturing metal
roofing and supplying build-
ing materials to hard-working
builders just like you. To make
your life easier, AB Martin
stocks more than 35,000 build-
ing products that are ready at
short notice to be loaded and
delivered to your job site.

ACE

CLANMPF

Innovative Roofing Solutions

AceClamp by PMC
Industries Inc.

Booth #504

87 Spring Lane
Plainville, CT 06062
860-351-0686
860-351-0689 (fax)
sales@aceclamp.com
www.aceclamp.com

AceClamp®, The Smarter Clamp,
is the set screw alternative and a
manufacturer of non-penetrating
clamps for all metal roof at-

tachment needs. Our patented
push-pin design comes pre-
assembled, saving on time and
labor while protecting metal roof
panels from installation damage.
Adaptable to various roofs. With
AceClamp, you get the “Power of
Pre-assembled” for secure and
efficient rooftop solutions.

Acu-Form

Booth #501

10550 Township Road 262
Millersburg, OH 44654
330-674-4003

330-674-4035 (fax)
wayne@acu-form.com
www.acuformequipment.com

Acu-Form has been the trusted
name for premium roll-forming
machines in the steel roofing
industry. Our unwavering com-
mitment to tried-and-true man-
ufacturing processes, founded
on proven design principles
and strict quality control
checks, sets the foundation for
the Acu-Form promise — qual-
ity, reliability, and longevity.
When you choose Acu-Form,
you’re choosing a partner
dedicated to your success.
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America Builds Better

Booth Lobby

114 N Main Street

Urbana, OH 43078
888-600-5786
jared@americabuildsbetter.com
www.americabuildsbetter.com

America Builds Better is a
builder-focused media platform
delivering insights, educa-
tion, and real-world strate-
gies across the construction
industry. Through podcasts,
partnerships, and content, we
connect builders, suppliers,
and innovators—helping them
grow stronger businesses,
adopt better systems, and
build smarter, more profitable
operations across post-frame,
steel, and shed markets.

AMERILUX

WA INTERNATIONAL

AmerilLux International

Booth #405

1300 Enterprise Drive
De Pere, WI 54115
920-336-9300
920-336-9301 (fax)

info@amerilux.com
www.amerilux.com

AmeriLux International is a dis-
tributor and fabricator of high-
quality building materials. Our
product offering includes the
abuse and moisture resistant
EZ Liner® PVC interlocking
liner panel. Durable and easy
to install Agrilite® PVC cor-
rugated panel. A thicker and
more rigid KLAR® PVC corru-
gated panel. Virtually unbreak-
able CoverLite® polycarbonate
corrugated sheet.

Building Materials

APM Building Materials

Booth #820

46 Gettysburg Street
Arendtsville, PA 17303
717-677-6161
888-261-2488
717-677-8308 (fax)
www.apmbuildings.com

APM Building Materials is

a leading supplier of pole
building packages in the Mid-
Atlantic region. We design and
manufacture our own posts,
trusses, metal roofing and T&G
yellow pine boards for horse
stalls and ship direct to you.
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mailto:wayne@acu-form.com
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OUTDOOR
SUPPLY

Apple Outdoor Supply

Booth #308

3954 Main Ave Dr. NW
Hickory, NC 28601
800-704-8112
orders@appleoutdoorsupply.com
www.appleoutdoorsupply.com

Since 1997, Apple Outdoor
Supply has been a dedicated,
trusted wholesale partner

for shed, barn, and playset
builders. We supply top-quality
hardware and components
from domestic and internation-
al sources, backed by expert
sales support, on-site visits,
and fast, reliable nationwide
shipping from our Pennsylvania
and North Carolina distribution
centers.

ASC Machine Tools, Inc.

Booth #821

900 North Fancher Road
Spokane, WA 99212
509-534-6600
509-536-7658 (fax)
salessupport@ascmt.com
www.ascmt.com

Established in 1949, ASC
specializes in roll-forming
machinery, tooling, and as-
sociated equipment utilized for
metal processing. We offer a
variety of panel lines, single and
multi-trim roll formers, cz purlin
lines, garage door and roll-up
door lines, track lines, channel
lines, bottom bar roll former and
custom designed roll-forming
lines — Made in Spokane,
Washington USA!

machines”™
ASCO USA, Inc.
Booth #320

410 Richmond Avenue
Mattoon, IL 61938
217-955-ASCO
jeremy@ascomachines.com
www.asco-machines.com

ASCO Group is a leading
provider of metal trim machin-
ery across the world. We are
excited to deliver top-quality
products and exceptional
customer service. Our team

is dedicated, skilled, and pas-
sionate about ensuring our cli-
ents receive the best solutions
and support.
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BERADBURY
GROUP

Bradbury Group

Booth #408

1200 E Cole St.

Moundridge, KS 67107
620-345-6394
bradbury@bradburygroup.com
www.bradburygroup.com

The companies within The
Bradbury Group design and
build quality roll forming
equipment, cut-to-length
equipment, levelers, automated
production systems, metal tile
roofing systems, and controls
for entry level operations to full
scale facilities. Whether you
need a single machine or an
entire manufacturing system,
we have the expertise and
experience to build equip-
ment that will exceed your
expectations. Our machines
and systems are known for
their reliability, high production
capabilities, scrap reduction,
and build quality.

CAPITAL

FUNEOa FRUODUL I

Capital Forest Products

Booth #201

222 Severn Ave.

Bldg 14, Suite 100
Annapolis, MD 21403
410-280-6102
410-280-6108 (fax)
info@capitalforest.com
www.capitalforest.com

For over 40 years, Capital
Forest Products has been
leading the distribution of
lumber and manufacturing
materials for the building
industry along the east coast.
Exclusive relationships with
our European and Canadian
sawmills allow us to deliver
high-quality, premium products
to you in full or mixed loads.
Supplying exceptional furring

strips, framing lumber, panel
products, and specialties to
industry leaders allows us to
be the prime resource that
positions you leaps ahead of
the competition.

CENTRAL TIMBER FRAME SUPPLY

Central Timber Frame

Supply

Booth #618

124 Brooks Lane

Howard, PA 16841
814-933-2345

814-471-5442 (fax)
info@centralpatimberframes.com
www.centralpatimberframes.com

Central Timber Frame Supply
delivers premium circle-sawn
Hemlock timbers, tongue-
and-groove products, and
handcrafted mortise-and-tenon
timber frame entryways. Since
2017, we’ve supported pole
building contractors with high-
end timber accents and qual-
ity lumber. We proudly serve
wholesale dealers, contractors,
and homeowners seeking
exceptional Hemlock building
materials.

@ Coil
® Spot

ESPEEDLAE
o8 Wildcat™

Fasteners

CoilSpot LLC

Booth #426

3 Bader St.
Bloomfield, IA 52537
888-345-2645
sales@coilspot.com
www.coilspot.com

Within our 3 Brands- 1 Mission
philosophy we can provide
Coils, Slit coils, Speedlap
soffit or our full line of Wildcat
fasteners to rollformers nation-
wide!
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VERSABEND

COLD SPRING ENTERPRISES

Cold Spring Enterprises

Booth #709

2139 Highway 20 N
Abbeville, SC 29620
864-446-3645
coldspring@wctel.net
www.csecarport.supply

We provide everything you
need to become a manufac-
turer of metal carports and
garages. This includes the
Versabend Tube bender, as
well as all the accessories to
build them.

RY'R
Crowntour

Crowntour

Booth #420

1245 S 250 W
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-5001
260-463-5004 (fax)

Crowntour is a supplier of
textured aluminum rainware,
textured aluminum soffit,
coils, trims and metal roofing
accessories for the hidden
fastener market, offering

32 colors in 26GA GA50,
including textured, smooth and
woodgrain patterns coated
with AkzoNobel Ceram-a-Star
1050 paint system.

$» CUTCO

The World’s Finest Cutlery

CUTCO

Booth #804

322 Houghton Ave.
Olean, NY 14760
716-790-7181
events@cutco.com
www.cutco.com

Household kitchen cutlery,
cookware, flatware, kitchen

gadgets/accessories, scissors,
garden tools, BBQ

set/pieces, pocket knives,
outdoor hunting/fishing knives,
gift sets, knife block sets,
wellness mats.

DAY <STAR'

High Performance Natural Lighting Systems

DayStar Systems LLC

Booth #712

14226 Highway 4
Campbell Hill, IL 62916
866-7DAYSTAR (732-9782)
info@daystari.com

Daystar Natural Lighting
Systems provide brilliant,

even illumination regardless of
building size. Also, Daystar’s
light-harvesting method actu-
ally extends daylight hours by
collecting and dispersing more
natural light during early morn-
ings and late afternoon result-
ing in superior illumination.
With Daystar you can have the
efficiency and beauty of evenly
distributed natural sunlight
without the glare, extreme
temperatures, or shadows of
direct sunlight. Daystar’s insu-
lated curb, lightshaft, and lens
provide 40-50% better thermal
value than conventional sky-
light designs.

DE:FYNE:D
SEO

DEFYNED SEO

Booth #813

114 N Main Street
Urbana, OH 43078
937-975-3339
info@defynedseo.com
www.defynedseo.com

DEFYNED SEO is a results-
driven digital marketing and
web development firm focused
on turning online traffic into
real sales. We build high-
performance websites,
generate qualified leads,
and implement scalable SEO
and ad strategies tailored for
growth, helping businesses
dominate their markets and
convert interest into revenue.
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DR!PSTOPJ

Freudenberg
Performance
Materials LP

Booth #317

3500 Industrial Dr.
Durham, NC 27704
503-871-5806
info@dripstop.com
www.dripstop.com

For 30 years, Dripstop has
been the absolute best way of
dealing with condensation on
non-insulated metal roofs. It has
been tried and tested in every
climate condition across the
globe and has proven to be a
simpler and more economical
way. The membrane will

absorb the water caused by
condensation, thus preventing
dripping from the roof. Dripstop
serves as an added layer of
protection for the metal in

corrosive environments while
also improving inside and
outside acoustic properties.

‘Dutch
Count

GIFT BASKETS

Dutch Country
Gift Baskets

Booth #216

105 Earland Drive

New Holland, PA 17557
717-535-3838
orders@dutchcountrygiftbaskets.com
www.dutchcountrygiftbaskets.com

Dutch Country Gift Baskets
offers a full line of gift baskets
that are perfect for employee
or vendor appreciation,
offering bulk and early order
discounts for your company.
Check out our Milwaukee,
DeWalt and Bevanda products
for your team!

ASC MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

PREMIUM QUALITY MADE IN THE USA SINCE 1949

ASC specializes in the Design and Manufacturing

of the following high-performance Equipment:

ROOF PANEL LINES
TRIM ROLLFORMER
CZ PURLIN LINES

ROLL UP DOOR LINES
" CONTACT US TODAY

g (509) 534-6600

BOTTOM BAR LINES
SEAMING STATIONS
WINDING STATIONS
TRACK LINES
DECKING LINES

COIL UPENDER

...and much more!

Upcoming
Trade Shows:

Dutch

Dutch Tech, Inc.

Booth #300

107 Third Ave. E
Lobelville, TN 37097
931-325-0000
office@dutchtech.com
www.dutechtech.com

sInc.

We are proud to be an
American manufacturer
located in Middle Tennessee.
Dutch Tech’s Therma-Guard is
America’s strongest reflective
thermal insulation and also
meets this highest standards
being RIMA Verified. With a
super strong woven backing

WWW.ASCMT.COM
DfXinG

POST-FRAME = RURAL = PLAIN
BUILDERSsHow BCOTH
JUNE 10&11, YORK, PA

# 821

B34
e

that’s nearly impossible to

tear, Therma-Guard’s premium
strength sets it apart from the
competition. A 3mm foam core
gives it thermal resistance to
insulate your building while

the reflective metalized face
reflects radiant heat keeping
your building comfortable year-
round.
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Dyna-Cut Shears

Booth #513

4512 Industrial Dr.
Millington, Ml 48746
989-522-5044
sales@integrity-sales.us
www.Dyna-Cut.com

Dyna-Cut builds high-quality
post-cut shears for ag panel,
R-panel, standing seam, board
and batten, lap siding, and
more. Our power shears
deliver pre-cut quality with
post-cut convenience. Choose
from stand-alone, rollformer-
mounted, or jobsite models—all
backed by a 2-year warranty
and built to deliver lasting
performance.

e E-IMPACT
K marketing
E-Impact Marketing
Booth #700

42 S Prince St.

Lancaster, PA 17603
717-929-8780

sales@eimpact.marketing
www.eimpact.marketing

E-Impact Marketing helps
post frame companies reach
customers and generate leads
online. Do you show up in
search results for “pole barn
builders” in your area? If not,
we can help! From strategy to
implementation, we are your
partner for online business
growth. Bring your marketing
questions to our booth!

y_EMCO

BUILDING PRODUCTS

EMCO Building Products
Booth #613

845 34th Street N

Fargo, ND 58102
877-673-3626
customer.service@
emcobuildingproducts.com
www.emcobuildingproducts.com

EMCO Building Products
delivers premium steel coil

engineered for durability in
harsh environments. Our 70%
PVDF coating with Kynar 500®
technology is recognized for
its superior color retention and
weather resistance. Available
in 26- and 28-gauge grade

50 steel, our single-sourced,
American-made coil comes

in both master and pre-slit
formats.

Everlast
Roofing, Inc.

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL

Everlast Roofing, Inc.

Booth #802

10 Enterprise Court
Lebanon, PA 17042
888-339-0059

717-270-6569 (fax)
marketing@everlastroofing.com
www.everlastroofing.com

For more than 20 years,
Everlast Roofing, Inc. has
continued to push the metal
building component industry
forward, leading to the creation
and introduction of CECI® and
Heat Forming. Understanding
how essential quality roofing
and siding is to your structure,
Everlast shapes their steel
roofing with laboratory-tested
technologies such as AZM®
with Activate Technology.
These technologies allow

for a self-sealing, protective
barrier in the most vulnerable
spots, such as scratches and
cut edges, while providing a
superior paint system tested in
some of the harshest regions
and formulated against the
weather. It is easy to see

why Everlast Roofing, Inc.
continues to be the most
innovative on the market.
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Epl

Extrutech Plastics, Inc.,

Extrutech Plastics, Inc.

Booth #304

5902 W Custer Street
Manitowoc, WI 54220
888-818-0118
info@epiplastics.com
www.epiplastics.com

EPI, an ISO 9001-2015 QMS
compliant manufacturer, is the
industry leader in the produc-
tion of high quality, close-tol-
erance, custom-manufactured
plastic wall and ceiling panels,
concrete wall forms, suspend-
ed ceiling panels, partition wall
panels, clean rooms, doors,
door jambs, and interior resi-
dential plantation shutters.

rORGE

Forge Machines

Booth #825

420 Progress Drive
Mattoon, IL 61938
217-234-4700
info@forgemachines.com
www.forgemachines.com

Hershey’s Metal Meister is
now Forge—honoring our
legacy of precision, strength,
and craftsmanship. Though
the name is new, our dedica-
tion to quality, integrity, and
service remains unchanged.
Our Variobend trim folder will
remain an industry essential as
we continue striving to deliver
effective solutions for your
shop’s needs.

=
Formwright

Formwright

Booth #525

1195 S 250 W
LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-4010
260-463-4011 (fax)

Formwright, a leading dealer

of NTM rollforming machines,
specializes in complete pack-
age setups with machines,
custom trailers, and tools.

We offer the SSQIl Multi-Pro,
SSR Multi-Pro Jr, and Mach

Il Gutter machines, and our
heavy-duty trailers are specifi-
cally designed for rollforming.
We provide phone support and
on-site service, ensuring your
operation runs smoothly.

FASTENERS

Golden Rule
Fasteners, Inc.

Booth #220

PO Box 781178

Tallassee, AL 36078
334-283-4030

334-283-4032 (fax)
info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com
www.goldenrulefastenersinc.com

At Golden Rule, most orders
ship same day! Call us for
screws, pipe flashings, roof
vents, ridge vent, butyl tape,
peel & seal, closure strips, and
more.

Graber Post Buildings, Inc.

Booth #817

7716 N 900 E
Montgomery, IN 47558
800-264-5013
info@graberpost.com
www.graberpost.com

Graber Post Buildings is

a leading distributor and
manufacturer of post-frame
and metal roofing supplies
and materials. We roll-form 6
different metal panels, and we
have a custom trim department
that can produce almost any
trim profile needed for your
projects. We also produce
nail-laminated columns and
pre-engineered wood trusses
up to 100’ clear span. We


mailto:sales@integrity-sales.us
http://www.Dyna-Cut.com
mailto:sales@eimpact.marketing
http://www.eimpact.marketing
http://www.emcobuildingproducts.com
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mailto:info@epiplastics.com
http://www.epiplastics.com
mailto:info@forgemachines.com
http://www.forgemachines.com
mailto:info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com
http://www.goldenrulefastenersinc.com
mailto:info@graberpost.com
http://www.graberpost.com

also stock overhead doors,
windows, sliding door com-
ponents, cupolas, fasteners,
underlayments, vapor barriers,
insulation, and much more. A
true 1-stop shop!

.@Green Post’

Planet Saver Industries

GreenPost / Postsaver /
Polesaver

Booth #213

199 Quality Circle

New Holland, PA 17557
610-377-3270
www.advancedpostsolutions.com

GreenPost, Postsaver and
Polesaver Barrier wraps offer
a unique a non toxic concept
for protecting in-ground wood
from the harmful effects of
ground contact decay. Wheth-
er Post Frame, deck or fence
posts they complement treated
posts by providing an envi-
ronmentally friendly barrier,
helping to keep the preserva-

tives in the post longer where
they belong.

Heartland /yA

Capital Investments LLC

Heartland Capital
Investments

Booth #314

1104 Paris Rd.
Mayfield, KY 42066
270-247-3199
www.hci.net

As a nationwide provider of
Rent to Own programs - and
one of the largest contract
managers in the country - our
clients trust our long-estab-
lished expertise in the RTO
industry. Our well-equipped
personnel work one-on-one
with your customer base to
facilitate ownership throughout
their rental agreement. Offering
low payments, easy payment
methods, and early payoff
options, Heartland Capital
Investments is committed to

ensuring our partners are able
to provide their customers with
affordable payment options.

Henco Industries

Booth #214

Toekomstlaan 27

Herentals, Antwerpen 2200
320-347-3865
maarten.peetermans@henco.be
www.henco.be/en

Henco has been a world
leader in manufacturing infloor
radiant heating products for
over 3 decades. Besides

our top-of-the-line products,
we provide customers with
designs and technical advise
on how to get the most out of
their system. Our PEXc-AL-
PEXc pipe brings a multitude
of benefits in infloor heating
applications.

Industry Leading Quality
Unrivaled Service

m

888.284.6794 | www.mrsrollform.com

A 30 YEAR
HERITAGE

=y

HIXWOOD

Hixwood

Booth #414

N14685 Copenhaver Ave.
Stanley, WI 54768
715-644-0765
715-644-0094 (fax)
www.hixwood.com

Hixwood is a leading provider
of premium quality building
products for the post-frame
and metal roofing industry. We
pride ourselves on providing
products that meet your pre-
cise specifications - as well as
your customers’ demands for
style, durability, and value. For
full building packages, steel
panel production, custom trim,
coil, and industry expertise —
Hixwood means QUALITY YOU
CAN COUNT ON. Your trusted
building materials manufactur-
er and supplier since 1998.

Slitting Lines

Decoilers, Upenders, Shears
and much more!

Stand Alone Cut to Length, & Slit to Recoil

Panel Rollformers
Titan, Signature & Patriot

Trim Rollformers
Single & Multi Profiles

A \Rlz\kam»'f(, POST-FRAME
BUILDE
TOP 10 -

June 10-11, 2026
York, PA 17404

info@mrsrollform.com
4511 N Freya St. | Spokane, WA 99217
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IdeaRoom

IdeaRoom

Booth #812

205 N 10th Street Ste. 400
Boise, ID 83702
208-954-8570
sales@idearoom.com
www.idearoom.com

Selling complex buildings starts
with confidence. IdeaRoom
supports custom building com-
panies with a modern platform
built to streamline selling and
drive better outcomes. Backed
by industry-leading interactive
3D visualization, IdeaRoom
elevates the sales experience
by enabling a smoother, more
consistent workflow for sales
teams. Paired with SmartBuild,
designs translate into accurate
bill of materials data, accel-
erating decisions and closing
the gap between interest and
commitment.

JE

J&E Grill Mfg. LLC

Booth #706

151 Commerce Drive

New Holland, PA 17557
www.horsebarnsupplies.com

J&E Mfg. specializes in
providing Aluminum exterior
sliders, Dutch doors, windows,
horse stalls, and any custom
fabricated accessories for
the pole barn and horse barn
building industry. We are
known for custom size and
design but also offer short
lead times with our in-stock
standard size products.
Shipping network in place to
serve all the lower 48 states.

77 Koble

Koble Systems

Booth #305

350 New Holland Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17602
717-442-3247
sales@koblesystems.com
www.koblesystems.com

Koble Systems is a Lancaster-
based software company that
helps building suppliers take
control of inventory, orders,
and financials in one connect-
ed ERP system. Their software
replaces spreadsheets and
workarounds, streamlines daily
work, reduces errors, and
gives growing suppliers the
clarity they need to run with
confidence.

Levi’s Building
Components

Booth #721

400 Burkholder Drive
Ephrata, PA 17522
877-897-7020
info@levisbuilding
components.com
www.levisbuilding
components.com

Levi’s Building Components is
a leading wholesale supplier of
metal roofing solutions, known
for quality products, fast
shipping, and accurate order
fulfillment. We offer a full range
of fasteners for Metal-to-Wood,
Metal-to-Metal, and specialty
applications, along with Snow
Defender snow guards avail-
able in 40+ colors and textured
finishes. Our accessory line
includes the CoVent exhaust
vent, underlayments, flashing,
sealants, and more. With our
10-3 Service, custom-painted
orders placed by 10 AM EST
and in-stock orders by 3 PM
EST ship the same day.
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PAINTED PRODUCTS

o
2 LIBERTY

Liberty Painted Products

Booth #512

760 Boardman Canfield

Road, Ste 1

Youngstown, OH 44512
330-967-2896

330-649-2652 (fax)
insidesales@libertypainted.com
www.libertypainted.com

Liberty Painted Products

is a distributor of bare and
prepainted steel coils for the
metal roofing and metal build-
ing industries. We offer a full
range of bare and prepainted
Galvalume in various thick-
nesses and widths to service
the market. We stock indus-
try standard sizes and paint
systems but also offer custom
stocking programs to meet our
customers’ needs.

Little Harveys

Booth #215

4708 Hunting Creek
Church Road
Hamptonville, NC 27020
Contact: Jesse Schlabach
336-468-2061
336-468-4309 (fax)
4309@emailbyfax.com

Little Harveys is a distributor of
specialty steel coils.

/N

MCELROY
METAL

Employee Owned

McElroy Metal

Booth #315

1500 Hamilton Road
Bossier City, LA 71111
800-562-3576
318-747-8099 (fax)
www.mcelroymetal.com

Build with the Best. As an
industry-leading manufacturer

of metal roofing, metal siding,
and substructural components,
McElroy’s products are
specified and installed on
projects ranging from single-
family homes to multi-million-
dollar commercial projects.

SSSMRS

METAL ROLLFORMING SYSTEMS
Metal Rollforming
Systems

Booth #507

4511 North Freya St.
Spokane, WA 99217
509-466-6854
888-284-6794
www.mrsrollform.com

MRS designs and manu-
factures industry leading
roll-forming equipment 100%
in-house. Metal Rollform-

ing Systems aims to be your
‘one-stop shop’ for all your
roll-forming needs, allow-

ing customers to save time
and money when purchasing
roll-forming equipment. Along
with our complete panel lines,
we specialize in custom trim
profiles with all the needed
accessories to complete your
metal panel needs. From start
to finish, Metal Rollforming
Systems is your trusted part-
ner since 1993.

i/

i
[MID-ATLANTIC]
TRIPLY CEILINGS, LLC
Building Solutions & Insulation Systems

Mid-Atlantic Triply
Ceilings LLC

Booth #415

PO Box 27

Bethel, PA 19507
717-933-1316
sales@midatlantic.biz
www.midatlanticceilings.com

Since 2003, Mid-Atlantic Triply
Ceilings has specialized in
high quality ceiling systems
and insulation for agricultural,
commercial and residential
buildings. Based in Bethel,

PA, we serve the Mid-Atlantic
region providing durable

& efficient installations
customized to each space.
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COMPONENTS

MWI Components

Booth #417

1015 32nd Ave W
Spencer, IA 51301
800-360-6467
crs@mwicomponents.com
www.mwicomponents.com

MWI Components is a
wholesale manufacturer

and distributor of
American-made metal
products for the post-frame
industry. Since 1985, we
have supplied dealers and
builders nationwide with
reliable hardware, cupolas,
Ridge-Vent® products, soffit,
and ventilation solutions
while delivering fast lead
times, consistent quality, and
dependable service to keep
projects moving.

Z N

N F B NATIONAL FRAME

National Frame Building
Association

Booth #828

7250 Poe Ave. Ste 410
Dayton, OH 45414
800-557-6957
937-278-0317 (fax)
info@nfba.org
www.nfba.org

The NFBA is the only

national trade association that
represents post-frame industry
professionals. The associa-
tion is the country’s primary
source of post-frame building
resources, research, network-
ing, news, and education.

BUILDING ASSOC.
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New Holland Supply, LLC

Booth #824

201A Commerce Drive

New Holland, PA 17557
717-354-4794

717-355-9418 (fax)
contact@newhollandsupply.com
www.newhollandsupply.com

New Holland Supply has
been specializing in post
frame building packages and
building materials since 2003.
From custom horse barns to
garages and warehouses, we
can handle projects of any
size. With our commitment

to customer service, and
competitive pricing, New
Holland Supply is always the
right choice.

MUCH MORE THAN A

SUPPLIER
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Fast Turnaround You Can Count On
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otter-tech.

Otter-Tech Inc

Booth #615

31 Industrial Lane
Loysville, PA 17047
717-789-3375
717-789-2179 (fax)
sales.ottertech@gmail.com
www.otter-tech.com

Otter-Tech can help you with
all your metal needs, Post
Frame Buildings, also supplies,
trims, lumber, doors, windows.
Also offering Standing Seam
and Board n Batten. Otter Tech
has a slitting line. We offer

slit coils any size smooth and
texture. Delivery is available.
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PA

WHOLESALE

PA Wholesale Products

Booth #208

4 Quarry Edge Dr.
Quarryville, PA 17566
717-659-2049
pawholesale@upwardmail.com

PA Wholesale Products is a
distributor of building compo-
nents for the metal roofing and
rain gutter industries. Our goal
is to provide our customers
with good pricing, fast ship-
ping, and excellent customer
service. Keep it simple!

Computing S

oluwtlions
Paragon Computing
Solutions
Booth #209

20 S Reamstown Road
Stevens, PA 17578
866-971-0940
sales@goparagon.com
www.goparagon.com

Experience Paradigm ERP, a
streamlined management sys-
tem that allows you to seam-
lessly manage sales, jobs,
purchasing, inventory, and
accounting for your post-frame
or roll-forming business. The
system can be further extend-
ed with integrations to popular
building design packages, pro-
viding an integrated, paperless
process flow throughout the
complete design, order, and
build lifecycle of a job.

ﬂ PERMA-COLUMN.

PRO-BUILDER SOLUTIONS

Perma-Column, LLC

Booth #100

400 Carol Ann Ln.

Ossian, IN 46777
800-622-7190
www.permacolumn.com
www.richlandcolumns.com
www.footingpad.com

We're your single source for
today’s most reliable foun-
dation products. Tested,
certified, and proven, our

family of brands gives build-
ers a competitive advantage.
We manufacture and sup-

ply Richland AITC-certified
Glulam and Nail-Lam columns,
FootingPad® composite foot-
ings, Perma-Column® precast
concrete columns and skirt
boards, precast concrete deck
posts, as well as Sturdi-Wall®
and Sturdi-Wall® Plus anchor
brackets. Code compliance,
verified through independent
third-party testing, ensures
that your selected foundation
adheres to industry standards
for quality and durability.

PLAIN COMMUNITIES BUSINESS EXCHANGE

Plain Communities
Business Exchange

Booth #404

PO Box 520
Millersburg, PA 17061
www.PCBE.us

Our mission is to provide plain
communities with Kingdom-
focused business teachings
and helpful connections
through a monthly print
magazine.

PLYCO

CORPORATION
Plyco Corporation /
East Coast Fasteners

Booth #500

500 Industrial Drive
Elkhart Lake, WI 53020
800-558-5895
marketing@plyco.com
www.plyco.com

For over 70 years, Plyco has
been a leading supplier of
products to the post-frame,
metal clad building and com-
mercial construction indus-
tries. Providing metal doors,
windowws, horse stall systems,
ventilation products, reflec-
tive insulation, fasteners and
closures, and more.
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protector

1-877-WONT ROT

Post Protector, Inc.

Booth #705

PO Box 187

Pottsville, PA 17901
570-624-7030
877-WONT-ROT (966-8768)
ken@postprotector.com
www.postprotector.com

Post Protector & Skirt-Board
Protector. Traditional Post
Frame Simplicity, In-Ground
Strength & Value... just without
decay concerns associated
with posts and skirt-board

in direct ground-contact or
exposed to the environment.
Brilliant! And it looks pretty
sweet too! Those that KNOW...
GO POST PRO!

(POWERLIFT)

Hydraulic Doors

PowerLift Hydraulic
Doors

Booth #809

305 4th Street

Brooks, SD 57006
844-275-9351
sales@powerliftdoors.com
powerliftdoors.com

PowerlLift Hydraulic Doors
engineers and manufactures
custom, top-hinged door sys-
tems for post-frame and steel
buildings. Our pre-framed,
factory-built doors integrate
with your structure for strength
and efficiency. Builder-friendly
and fully supported, PowerLift
helps contractors deliver larger
openings, reliable perfor-
mance, and premium results
their customers notice.

P,

|PREMIERE

Building Products

Premiere Building Products
Booth #717

3445 Harvest Drive
Gordonville, PA 17529
717-768-3837
www.premierelic.net

Premiere Building Products

in Gordonville, PA, supplies
quality windows, doors, siding,
stone, and metal roofing to
professionals across the Mid-
Atlantic. Known for excellent
service and durable materials,
they support residential and
commercial projects.

X

PRODUCTS

Red Dot Products

Booth #612

465 N Reading Road
Ephrata, PA 17522
833-473-3368
717-740-6644 (fax)
www.reddotproducts.com

Most rollformers, metal dis-
tributors, and building supply
companies are limited by their
inventory space and can’t hold
everything their customers ask
for. We use our purchasing
power and warehouse space
to provide you with competitive
pricing and fast shipping for
coils, fasteners, snow reten-
tion, color-matched accesso-
ries, and more.

JFOIL

rFOIL Reflective
Insulation

Booth #400

279 Humberline Dr.
Etobicoke, ON M9W 5T6
Canada

800-837-8961
www.rFOIL.com

Balcan Innovations is the larg-
est manufacturer of reflective
insulation in North America.
Our rFOIL® brand products
are lightweight and easy to
install, and moisture resistant
so they won’t harbor mold
and mildew. There is no fiber
in the product so installers
don’t need personal protective
equipment when installing this
insulation.
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POST-FRAME = RURAL = PLAIN

BUILDERSSHOW

June 10-11, 2026

York Expo Center ¢ York, PA
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FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:
missy@shieldwallmedia.com ¢ 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

REGISTER TO ATTEND: COMPLETE & MAIL THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT,
OR REGISTER ONLINE AT:
www.postframebuildershow.com

3RD ANNUAL POST-FRAME BUILDER SHOW

Please fill out and mail with payment by May 11th to: PFBS Registration, P.O. Box 255, lola, WI 54945.
(Please Print)

Name(s): ADMISSION FEE:

Company: $50.00 PER PERSON

Address: Quantity:
City/State/Zip:

Total Enclosed: $
Make checks payable to: Shield Wall Media

Email: Tickets also available at the door.

Phone (required):



mailto:missy@shieldwallmedia.com
http://www.postframebuildershow.com

2026 POST-FRAME BUILDER SHOW PREVIEW

LAMINATED TIMBERS
aned WOOD TRUSSES.

Rigidply Rafters
Booth #412

PA Location

701 E. Linden St.
Richland, PA 17087
717-866-6581
www.rigidply.com

MD Location

1283 Joni Miller Rd.
Oakland, MD 21550
301-334-3977
www.rigidply.com/oakland

Rigidply Rafters has elevated
the quality of post-frame
buildings by manufacturing
and distributing the original
100% glue-laminated post.

By specifying Rigidply Posts,
you ensure the labor-saving
and quality advantages of true
glulam construction. Glulam
posts are lighter, straighter,
and stronger, while signifi-
cantly reducing cracking and
splitting. To better serve our
customers, Rigidply Rafters
has expanded our glulam
manufacturing capacity, allow-
ing us to offer shorter, more
reliable lead times. When plan-
ning your next building project,
you can count on Rigidply
Rafters to deliver integrity,
quality, and dependable ser-
vice with every glulam post.

@SENSH

Sensei Digital
Booth #316

958 N Main Street
Mount Airy, NC 27030
336-515-7900
www.senseidigital.com

Sensei Digital is a company
based in North Carolina that
specializes in Software Devel-
opment for the outdoor building
market. With a team of over 60+
individuals, Sensei is focused
on revolutionizing the way
business is conducted in the
Carports and Sheds industry.
Sensei offers online solutions
to help sell carports and sheds

by providing easy-to-use 3D
Configurators, CRM Systems,
and Order Management solu-
tions to clients all across the
country. Our focus at Sensei
is to provide the best quality in
graphics, user experience, and
overall support to the clients we
service. Our program com-
bines the needs of our clients
into one system, which has
simplified the way business is
conducted in these industries.
With built-in E-Commerce, Con-
tract Generation, E-Signatures,
Payment Gateways, Business
Analytics, and Order Tracking,
Sensei has established itself
at the top of the competition.
Looking for more solutions?
Call us or visit our website and
find out why the smartest busi-
nesses are switching to Sensei
Digital!

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS.

H Coil Coatings

.

Sherwin-Williams
Coil Coatings

Booth #410
888-306-2645
coilhelp@sherwin.com
www.coil.sherwin.com

Sherwin-Williams leads in
metal coatings that combine
beauty and function. Our field-
proven Fluropon® and Weath-
erXL™ coatings offer lasting
protection, vibrant colors and
textures to meet demanding
environments and designs.
These coatings help projects
endure weathering and dam-
age while delivering reliable,
high-quality results across
residential and commercial
applications.
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Silvercraft, LLC

Booth #409

11903 CR 30

Goshen, IN 46528
574-825-8757
doororders@silvercraftlic.com

Tired of assembling Dutch
doors on the job site?
Silvercraft is the home of pre-
assembled aluminum Dutch
and sliding doors. Just take

it off the skid, and it's ready
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to install. Fasten the D-latch
(pre-drilled) and safety hook.
Done. These premium doors
are available for any equine
facility or hobby building.
Fully-welded aluminum frames

are powder coated for long life.

Flat steel sheets are available
to match most metal colors.
Needing light in the barn? We
have doors with tempered
glass tops to allow natural light
into your barn.

Simco of
Southern Indiana

Booth #800

5576 S Watertower Rd.
English, IN 47118
812-365-2720

812-365-2743 (fax)
sales@simcosouthernindiana.com
www.simcosouthernindiana.com

Simco of Southern Indiana
manufactures reflective
insulation for post frame
buildings. Our heavy duty
woven faced reflective bubble
insulation features a superior
HDPE film with a protective
coating that helps prevent dirt
and grime embedding while
delivering exceptional strength,
durability, and long-term
performance.

SKY PLATE
INNOVATION YOU tAN STAND 0N

Sky Plate LLC

Booth #309

7385 County Road 131
Ovid, NY 14521
607-391-5513
skyplatelic@egmail.com

Sky Plate LLC builds self-
propelled scissor lift trailer
designed for use on construc-
tion sites. These units can be
towed behind a truck like a
traditional trailer but transform

into a manlift within seconds.
Our trailers feature a larger
work deck compared to stan-
dard manlifts, which signifi-
cantly speeds up productivity
on the jobsite. In many cases,
using a Sky Plate lift trailer can
take the place of one or even
two additional employees.

SKYMARC

METALSCAPING

Skymarc

Booth #718

5792 Smyrna Rd.
Richmond, IN 47374
765-973-5600
765-973-5601 (fax)

Skymarc™ exists to solve
complex metal roofing
challenges. Our expert team
merges artisan craftsmanship
with cutting edge technology
to provide specialty panel
fabrication that’s ahead of
the curve. Specializing in the
curvature of standing seam
panels, Skymarc™ empowers
contractors to expand their
capabilities while achieving
remarkable results on every
skyline.

ﬁ%ﬁsmartbuild

systems

SmartBuild Systems

Booth #816

PO Box 501

Morton, IL 61550
303-443-8033

303-443-8033 (fax)
sales@smartbuildsystems.com
www.smartbuildsystems.com

SmartBuild Systems is the
industry’s all-in-one web-based
design tool for buildings,
carports, barndominiums,

and roofing. It generates 3D
models, material lists, pricing,
proposals, and detailed metal
panel layouts - fast and accu-
rately. For steel panel rollform-
ers, SmartBuild saves time
and boosts efficiency—helping
you sell more while working
smarter.
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Snap-Z

Booth #607

22 Windmill View Circle
Great Falls, MT 59404
717-572-0910
office@snapzvent.com
www.shapzvent.com

Snap-Z simplifies standing
seam ridge vent installation
with pre-punched holes, pre-
applied butyl tape, and a fast
two-step install. Designed for
17-2" ribs, it ensures airflow,
durability, and a clean finish—
no call-backs, no compromis-
es. Built for builders who value
quality, simplicity, and doing
it right.

SOMMER USA, Inc.

Booth #808

2217-F Distribution Center Dr.
Charlotte, NC 28269
704-424-5787
www.sommer-usa.com

SOMMER garage door
operators are designed/
manufactured in Germany.
With best-in-class longevity,
maximum versatility, and an
inventory-optimizing design,
SOMMER operators are a
clear best choice for garage
and shed builders. For the
end user, SOMMER provides a
limited lifetime warranty, 128-
bit encrypted radio controls
for high security, and a huge
array of add-on accessories to
enable almost any feature or
function imaginable.

Steeluxe LLC

Booth #222

7783 Crooked Run Road
New Philadelphia OH 44663
sales@steeluxesiding.com
www.steeluxesiding.com

We manufacture a premium
steel siding system engineered
for durability, beauty, and

low maintenance. It delivers
the warm look of wood with
the strength of steel, helping
homeowners and contractors
create long-lasting, high-quali-
ty exteriors that stand out and
perform in any environment.

www.ruralbuildermagazine.com
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Fastening

Systems
A Division of The Hillman Group

ST Fastening Systems

Booth #514

6357 Reynolds Road

Tyler, TX 75708
800-352-4864

800-352-3940 (fax)
www.stfasteningsystems.com

ST Fastening Systems manu-
factures steel-frame and post-
frame fasteners for agricultural,
industrial, commercial, and
residential metal roof and
sidewall applications. Product
strengths are drill point quality
and corrosion resistance, as
shown by the WOODBINDER
MB drill point and ZXL zinc
aluminum alloy molded head.
Both products are enhanced

OUR PRODUCTS

Panel Lines Shears

Trim Machines Slitters

Uncoilers Corners

Order Machine Based Full-Service Shipping
On Your Needs & Installation Available
EigsE

10850 County Road 320

Millersburg, OH 44654

Manufacturer Of Roll Forming Equipment

View our products at acuformequipment.com

P: (330) 674-4403
F: (330) 674-4035

by a powder coating paint sys-
tem. Solid and vented closure
strip systems, pipe flashings,
and other accessories round
out the product line.

STOLL

Stoll Metal Works

Booth #203

6600 Back Lane
Waynesboro, PA 17268
717-387-5572
717-762-5670 (fax)

Stoll Metal Works is a growing
business located in southern
Pennsylvania. We offer low-

FUOR EQHU

Wrappers Custom
J-Channel Machines
Ridge Caps

Versatile Growth
Options

Customer
Support

wayne@acu-form.com
acuformequipment.com
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tech affordable trim brakes,
coil upenders, flat stock tables
and more for the metal roofing
business. We can customize
any of our machines to fit your
needs.

STRONGWALL

COLUMINS —

BUILDING ON TRUST AND QUALITY

Strongwall Columns

Booth #619

8280 E Hwy. 60

Irvington, KY 40146
270-859-7121

270-944-3035 (fax)
strongwallcolumns@sledata.com

We manufacture premium
quality laminated columns

for the post frame industry.
Strongwall Columns also offers
footing pads, post protectors,
wall brackets and concrete
bottoms. Offering premium
products and exceptional
service while building lasting
relationships.

Superior Trusses LLC

Booth #601

230 Enterprise Rd.

Lititz, PA 17543
717-721-2411

717-721-2484 (fax)
jordan@superiortrusses.net
www.superiortrusses.net

Superior Trusses LLC was
founded in 2005 in Denver, PA
as a family-owned business. At
Superior Trusses, we handle
residential, agricultural, and
commercial needs - whether

it is a house, barn, shed,
warehouse, or whatever else
you might be building, we can
deliver a product that will fit
your exact need.

TITAN STEEL
k CORPORATION

Titan Steel

Booth #401
2201 West Haven Ave.
New Lenox, IL 60451

815-726-4900
usasales@titansteel.com
www.titansteel.com

Titan Steel Corporation based
in New Lenox, IL, is a third-
generation family business
specializing in specialty-
coated steel products. We
supply high-quality metal coils
ideal for post frame buildings,
including woodgrain, stone,
and camouflage finishes.

Our innovative coatings

offer durability, style, and
performance. Perfect for
today’s builders.

|
r
TOOLCREST

BUILT FOR THE JOB

Toolcrest

Booth #124

218 E Marquis Rd.

LaGrange, IN 46761
260-463-2060
sales.toolcrest@emailprint.net

Toolcrest™ trailers are de-
signed by contractors, for con-
tractors, to get the job done
on time and up to standards.
Crowned for its versatility and
heavy duty construction, every
trailer is equipped with exclu-
sive features to help your crew
gain efficiencies on the job,
while preserving the lifespan of
your equipment.

2] Trac-Rite

ATBS COMPANY

Trac-Rite Door

Booth #301

314 Wilburn Road
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
800-448-8979
tr@tracrite.com
www.tracrite.com

Trac-Rite manufactures
durable, 100% USA-made steel
roll-up doors for garages/
carports, sheds, self-storage,
and pole barn applications.
With a focus on quality,
longevity, and exceptional
customer service, we provide
complete solutions for your
project needs. Trac-Rite is
North America’s trusted door
manufacturer with over 40
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years of experience and is
100% employee-owned.

N

TRUE LEGACY

METALS"

True Legacy Metals

Booth #312

330 Swamp Rd.
Morgantown, PA 19543
www.truelegacymetals.com

True Legacy Metals is a manu-
facturer of metal roofing and
siding. Our on-site roll forming
service allows your team to
focus on installation, increase
efficiency, improve profitability,
and decrease backlog times!
We also offer custom trim
bending in lengths up to 20’.

STEEL SUPPLY

’\ UNITED

United Steel Supply

Booth #600

248 Addie Roy Road,

Suite C200

Austin, TX 78746
512-263-0954
sales@unitedsteelsupply.com
www.unitedsteelsupply.com

United Steel Supply™ is the
premier domestic supplier

of American-made painted
Galvalume® steel coils for the
construction industry. With
thousands of coils in stock

in multiple gauges and over
100 available paint colors
and finishes, we specialize in
just-in-time delivery from our
6 locations across the United
States. Call today!

3

Aluminum - Flat Stock

CHANGING THE SHAPE OF METAL

www.rollformerllc.com

GCONTRACTORS...

now you can perforate your
AG Panels AND FLAT STOCK

= e T

- - =

® HD Electric - Gearbox Drive

® Four (4) Sets of Perf Dies

m 29 - 26 ga. Steel for AG Panels
® 29 - 24 ga. Steel, .032”

ROLLM@FORMER

MANUFACTURERS of
LAMINATED TIMBERS
and WOOD TRUSSES

EUPRIGHT

GARAGE DOOR SOLUTIONS

Upright Garage Door
Solutions

Booth #801

220 Cooks Landing Road
Peach Bottom, PA 17563
www.uprightdoor.com

Upright Door specializes in
maintenance, installation,

and service of commercial,
residential, and industrial
overhead doors. Established in
2014 but backed by 20+ years
of experience we are passion-
ate about providing reliable
craftsmanship, free estimates,
flexible financing and more! We
work with trusted partners like
Haas, Amarr, and Liftmaster!

& Van Mark

The Mavk of Quality

Van Mark Products Inc.

Booth #519

24145 Industrial Park Dr.
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335
248-478-1200
sales@van-mark.com
www.van-mark.com

Van Mark Products manufac-
tures portable metal bending
and forming tools for use in the
siding and metal roofing indus-
tries. Offering a wide range of
metal brakes, slitters, cutters,
and other tools capable of
manipulating up to 24-gauge
painted steel on the jobsite.

All products are designed,
manufactured, and assembled
in the USA and have been
since 1964.

(continued on page 48)

RIGIDPLY.COM
717.866.6581
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ASC F&J TRIM ROLLFORMER - BOOTH #821

The ASC F&J Trim Rollformer is engineered for precision and
versatility, featuring 14 or 16 rollforming stations, depending on
the profile shape and size.

The tooling is designed to accommodate soffit panel profile
openings of either 1/2” or 7/8”, offering flexibility to meet various
project requirements.

For operator safety, the machine is equipped with OSHA-
compliant swing safety guarding and enhanced by an Allen
Bradley GuardMaster light curtain system, providing an added
layer of protection during operation.

E-IMPACT MARKETING CRM - BOOTH #700

A customer relationship management (CRM) platform designed
to help builders centralize and manage leads, communications,
and sales activity in one place. The system includes a visual sales
pipeline for tracking opportunities (leads), integrated email and
SMS messaging, and automated follow-up workflows to support
consistent lead nurturing. It also offers scheduling tools, reporting,
and capabilities for managing quotes, contracts, and payments.
Feature availability varies by suite, with different tiers supporting
marketing, sales, and operational functionality. The platform
integrates with websites, forms, and external tools to streamline
lead capture and data management within a single system.

46 RURAL BUILDER / MAY 2026

MRS SOFFIT - BOOTH #507

The MRS Soffit Line was developed through close collabora-
tion with valued customers who use, sell, and install the product,
ensuring broad market fit. It utilizes industry standard 20.125”
coil stock, allowing customers to leverage existing inventory and
drastically reduce initial investment costs. Key features include
concealed fastener “S lock” lap, standard rib height, and a top rib
flat for easy fastening. Innovated changes over standard soffits in-
clude nail slots and weep holes for horizontal applications. With
class leading speeds over 150 FPM, customers can produce more
in less time. Coupled with industry leading service, support, and
warranty, the MRS Soffit Line truly stands out.

MWI COMPONENTS - BOOTH #417
Brighten your structure with the all
new Cupola Light Kit, designed spe-
cifically for 36” cupolas. This can-
less, ultra slim LED uplight
delivers smooth, even il-
lumination with five
temperature  settings
and three brightness
levels—perfect for creating
a warm, architectural glow.
Engineered with MWTs
Universal Light Base, the
kit ensures secure place-
ment, optimal lighting per-
formance, and long lasting
durability. Whether in-
stalled on barns, garages,
or rooftops, the Cupola Light Kit enhances
visibility and elevates curb appeal day or night. Pair it with MWT’s
Cupola Access Window or Wind Kit for the ultimate functional,
maintenance friendly upgrade.
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PLANET SAVER GREEN POST
BARRIER WRAP - BOOTH #213

Green Post Barrier Wrap is an in-ground  post protection
system designed to reduce decay, support treatment retention,
and provide uplift restraint. The double-layer wrap is factory
heat-sealed to the lumber and supplied ready for installation,
with integrated uplift restraint notches. When used with cement,
it enhances anchorage and helps resist post withdrawal caused by
wind loads. The material is non-toxic, environmentally friendly,
and has been tested for termite resistance.

PLYCO - BOOTH #500

New for 2026, Plyco will
be introducing a line of
high-quality fiberglass en-
try doors. We believe the
market will appreciate these
hybrid doors, which will be
stronger and more durable
than traditional composites.
The fiberglass doors will
be available in two frames:
heavy-dutyl6 gauge steel, or
thermal break aluminum 92.
The fiberglass panels will be
in smooth and woodgrain

embossed profiles in popu-
lar designs; some having di-
rect set glass options. The 60
series is in pre-painted white
and black frames-doors,
while the Designer Series
will have more enhance-
ments available to really

bring your project to life and
add curb appeal.

o
i

Sides & Ends

Doors & Windows

Colors

Insulation

Optiens

MNotes & Extras. -

Paymants -

SENSEI DIGITAL - BOOTH #316

Sensei Digital is based in North Carolina and specializes in
Software Development for the outdoor building market. Our
team has over 60 people focusing on revolutionizing the way
business is conducted in the carports and sheds industry. Sen-
sei Digital offers online solutions to help sell carports and sheds
by providing easy to use 3D Configurators, CRM Systems, and
Order Management solutions. We offer built-in E-Commerce,
Contract Generation, E-Signatures, Payment Gateways, Business
Analytics, and Order Tracking.

I

UNITED STEEL SUPPLY - BOOTH #600

United Steel Supply is excited to offer Tru-Steel HD® digitally-
printed steel! This innovative product uses a high-resolution
digital printer to transfer images of real wood onto sustainable,
USA-melted steel sheet. Tru-Steel HD® patterns don’t repeat for up
to 32 feet, allowing for the inclusion of intricate woodgrain details
such as knots and cracks. Tru-Steel HD® is available in coil form
or cut-to-length sheet from all United Steel Supply locations. It is
easily rollformed into any siding, soffit, or trim profile, making it

perfect for your next barndominium build! Now available in over
12 unique patterns! RB
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SEPT. 16-17, 2026 -

constructionrolliformingshow.com

GATLINBURG CONVENTION CENTER, GATLINBURG, TN

—

FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
CONTACT MISSY BEYER: missy@shieldwallmedia.com * 715-350-6658 * FAX 1-715-227-8680

7TH ANNUAL CONSTRUCTION ROLLFORMING SHOW}

k‘

Warehouse

Locations
for quick

COILS // RECOILS // FLAT STOCK
FULL LINE OF ACCESSORIES

STOCKING:
Multiple Paint Systems
GAL, GLUM, and ZAM® Substrates
50+ Colors, Textures, & Prints

UALITY YOUCAN COUNT ON!

Give us a call or visit us online:
715-644-0765
HIXWOOD.COM

- Deep Threads for
Max Holding Power!

+ H-Low™ Threads!

+ EPDM Concealed Washer!

- Heads Guaranteed Not To Red Rust!

- Type-17 Cut Point!

800-537-4160
www.lakeside-fasteners.com
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Q'THE LONGLIFE FASTENER"

ILAKESIDE

CONSTRUCTION FASTENERS

» DM DIRECT METALS compary

:I‘ BTAMER

Wellspring Components

Booth #124

1085 N 850 W
Shipshewana, IN 46565
260-768-7336
260-264-6741 (fax)
george@wellspringlic.us

JobTamer by Wellspring
Components, manufactures
heavy-duty, customizable

tool organization systems

for service vehicles, trailers,
shops, and warehouses. Our
Tiger, Lion, and Wildcat Series
are built in Northern Indiana
with durable steel construc-
tion, high-capacity glides, and
modular configurations,
allowing you to mix, match,
and build a station that works
as hard as you do.

L.E.H. Supply, Inc.

e ——
WHERE SERVICE MEETS (QUALITY.

W.E.H. Supply, Inc.

Booth #701

54 Denver Road
Denver, PA 17517
717-336-4984
717-336-0661 (fax)
sales@wehsupply.com
www.wehsupply.com

W.E.H. Supply is a family
owned and operated wholesale
distributor and manufacturer
of components for the

Garage, Shed and Carport
industry. Our quality focused
product line (windows, doors,
hardware, and accessories)
serves customers throughout
the USA and Canada. From a
small lot to direct containers,
we ship it the way you want.
Our sales team is dedicated to
customer service.

ZMAX" FORGED TO LAST!

Z014 TE 2024
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B BRADBURY GROUP
INTRODUCES BOARD AND
BATTEN LINE

Bradbury = Group  Australia  has
completed an innovative, cutting-edge
board and batten machine as part of a 3x1
blank-fed trim line, designed for efficiency
and long-term durability. The system
operates using a simple on/off motor,
with speed controlled via a potentiometer.
Because the line is blank-fed, material can
be processed as quickly as the operator
can feed it, maximizing throughput.

These board and batten machines are
highly customizable, offering exceptional
versatility with a range of optional features
available. Bradbury Group Australia
can also engineer this equipment as a
standalone board and batten machine,
which would be approximately half the
width of the 3x1 machine —ideal for
operations requiring a more compact
footprint without sacrificing capability or
durability.

The machine offers adjustable pan
widths through tooling and the ability to
roll ribs or striations in or out, providing
flexibility across different profiles. It
is also available as a coil-fed system
with a pre-shear, simplifying operation
and improving workflow. In a coil-fed
configuration, the line can run at speeds
of up to 100 feet per minute, enabling
significantly higher production volumes.

Key Specifications

o Profiles — Board and batten with

customizable trim selections

o Material Gauge - 29-22

o Footprint -18 feet long x 3.5 feet

wide x 4.9 feet high
RB

INDUSTRY NEWS

Hiss [ = = E_T‘] '._ o
LAM-PLY-TRUSS
RIDING ARENAS « CATTLE ENCLOSURES * STORAGE * SHOPS

e Spans up to 72 ft.
¢ Bird nesting control
e Up to 12 ft. spacing depending on desired load

No feed alley post obstruction
¢ Additional ceiling height for more usable space

starwoodrafters.com ¢ 715-985-3117 + 888-525-5878

800-845-1767
chiefbuildings.com

CHIEF.

BUILDINGS

When it comes to designing and manufacturing
custom-engineered metal building systems, we have the
experience and expertise to bring your vision to life.

16X GOLD KEY
AWARD WINNER
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Discover York

is June 10-11, York, Pennsylvania welcomes exhibitors

and attendees to the Post Frame Builder Show. This

business-to-business, family-friendly event brings

industry professionals, builders, and suppliers together

to learn, network, and celebrate innovation in construction.

Whether you're traveling solo or bringing the whole family along,

you'll find that York isn't just a convenient meeting place—it’s

a destination rich in history, creativity, and local charm. From

hands-on museums and scenic parks to lively dining and nightlife,
there’s no shortage of things to enjoy while you're in town.

SHaTEFas T i Dim — = — - S

FAMILY-FRIENDLY ATTRACTIONS

York is a city that makes learning and fun go hand in hand.
The York County History Center offers interactive exhibits
exploring everything from York’s colonial roots to its industrial
and agricultural heritage. Kids can get a taste of the past through
hands-on displays and storytelling programs that bring history
to life.

For a deeper look at how everyday life shaped the region,
the Agricultural & Industrial Museum offers engaging exhibits
featuring vintage farm machinery, factory tools, and hands-on
science displays that appeal to all ages. Younger visitors will love
the Children’s Discovery Center, a play-based museum designed
for exploration, building, and imagination—perfect for those
moments when the grown-ups need some downtime after the
show.

Outdoor enthusiasts can take advantage of York’s green spaces.
The John Rudy County Park offers playgrounds, sports fields, and
walking paths ideal for a family picnic. If you're looking for a bit
more adventure, Lake Redman at William H. Kain County Park
provides boat rentals and fishing opportunities—a peaceful way
to spend an afternoon on the water.

EVENING AND NIGHTLIFE OPTIONS

When the day’s business winds down, York comes alive with
local flavors and entertainment. Downtown’s historic district,
often compared to a “miniature Old Town,” offers boutiques,
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restaurants, and stunning early American architecture. Grab
dinner at one of the lively eateries in the area—ranging from
cozy taverns serving Pennsylvania Dutch fare to contemporary
American restaurants highlighting locally sourced ingredients. If
you extend your stay or come early for the show and you’re in
the mood for live music, comedy, or theater, the Appell Center
for the Performing Arts and Strand Theatre feature performances
year-round—from concerts and film screenings to local plays.
Craft beer lovers won't want to miss York’s growing brewery
scene. Local favorites like Collusion Tap Works and Liquid Hero
Brewery offer laid-back settings to unwind with a pint after a busy
day. If you prefer something sweet, stop by Perrydell Farm and
Dairy, a local family-owned farm where you can meet the cows
and enjoy homemade ice cream—a hit for kids and adults alike.

STAY AND EXPLORE THE GREAT OUTDOORS

YorK’s landscape blends rolling farmland with scenic trails and
open water. The Heritage Rail Trail County Park is a favorite for
walking and cycling—it follows a historic railway line stretching
from downtown York all the way to the Maryland border. For
nature lovers, Rocky Ridge County Park and Richard M. Nixon
County Park offer tranquil trails shaded by woodlands, along
with playgrounds and picnic areas perfect for unwinding after a
long week of work.

PREFERRED LODGING

York makes it easy to relax and recharge during your stay at
the Post Frame Builder Show. The following hotels are preferred
lodging partners, offering convenient access to the event and
nearby attractions:

« LaQuinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham York: Comfortable
rooms and modern amenities close to major highways and
downtown dining. Special room rate for the Post-Frame
Builder Show is $109 plus tax. 1405 Kenneth Road, York,
PA 17408 +1-717-268-4383. Mention The Post Frame
Builder Show or group code 060826POS.

«  Wyndham Garden York: A full-service hotel featuring
onsite dining, a pool, and spacious meeting areas. 2000
Loucks Rd, York, PA, 17404, +1-717-401-1149. Mention
The Post Frame Builder Show or group code 060826POS.

Whether you’re connecting with peers at the convention center,
exploring the city’s local treasures, or enjoying a summer evening
with family, York, Pennsylvania invites you to make the most of
your visit. With its blend of history, hospitality, and adventure,
this charming city truly proves that the Post-Frame Builder Show
is more than an event—it’s the start of a memorable getaway.

For information on exhibiting at the Post-Frame Builder Show,
contact Missy@Shield WallMedia.com.

Register to attend: www.postframebuildershow.com. RB
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Gatlinburg Convention Center ¢ Gatlinburg, TN
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FOR EXHIBITOR INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:

Al missy@shieldwallmedia.com ¢ 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

REGISTER TO ATTEND: COMPLETE & MAIL THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT,
OR REGISTER ONLINE AT:
www.constructionrolliformingshow.com

7TH ANNUAL CONSTRUCTION ROLLFORMING SHOW

Please fill out and mail with payment by August 14th to: CRS Registration, P.O. Box 255, lola, WI 54945.

(Please Print)

Name(s): ADMISSION FEE:

$50.00 PER PERSON

Company:

Address: Quantity:
City/State/Zip:

Total Enclosed: $
Make checks payable to: Shield Wall Media

Email: Tickets also available at the door.

Phone (required):
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

BECOME A MANUFACTURER OF
METAL GARAGE§ & CARPORTS

864-446-3645

coldspring@wctel.net - www.coldspringmetal.com
2139 Hwy. 20 N « Abbeville, SC

@DRECT METALS Everything but the coil on one paliet.

Fasteners and Accessories for Rollforming Manufacturers
and Wholesale Building Products Distributors.

Accessories and Components for
® Metal Roofing ® Standing Seam ®Low Slope ®BUR®TPO
®Asphalt Shingle Roofing ®Post and Steel Frame Buildings

Home of the WoodZip, SteelZip, ConZip, Dekzip,
Panclip, and S.C.A.M.P. line of premium fasteners

& o o M.

www.directmetalsinc.com Phone: 855-800-8878

* Screws ¢ Closures ¢ Ridge Vent
* Pipe Flashings ¢ Butyl Tape * And much more!-L%
2 E "

Ph: (334) 283-4030 -
info@goldenrulefastenersinc.com -

FAX (334) 283 4032
WWW. guluvlll lef:

inc.com

MANUFACTURER OF ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT

o SlitLine ¢ Uncoilers e Trim Roll Formers
o Wrappers
Millersburg, Ohio

(330) 674-4003 - ACUFORMEQUIPMENT.COM

. CoilUpenders. o Shears

« Panel Lines
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MASTER FLASH®

ROOFING  PLUMBING © ELEGTRICAL * HU/AC ¢ SOLAR
From the smallest to the

LARGEST,

o9 the most complete line available.

Pipe Range: Fits: 1/8” to 39-1/2” Pipes
. Base Range: 2-1/4” to 44” (1 meter)
1-800-WASHEH 5(927-4375 * Ph: '8.18 513-4350 ¢ info@aztecwasher.com » www.aztecwasher.com

UNITED

PAINTED STEEL COILS

== MADE IN USA 512-263-0954
UnitedSteelSupply.com

Premium Quality

ROLLFORMING MACHINERY

PANEL LINES ROLL UP STATIONS
TRIM ROLLFORMER ~ TRACK LINES
PURLIN LINES DECKING LINES
ROLL UP DOOR LINES COIL UPENDER
SEAMING STATIONS ~ DOUBLE HEMMER

Made in the USA since 1949!
) ASG MACHINE TOOLS, INC.

TEL (509) 534-6600  www.ASCMT.com

WE ADD THE VALUE TO THE METAL

» Automation

Systems
— = "« Metal
o Construction
d Rollformers
MARl . & . coi

MANU FACTURING Processing
« Forming &
Fabrication
« Recondition
Existing
Machines
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

S-S!'

THE RIGHT WAY
TO ATTACH ALMOST ANYTHING
TO METAL ROOFS!

Snow Retention 833'473'3368

Mounting : B 465 N Reading Rd,

 Condenser Rooftop l Ephrata, PA 17522
Mounting

v HOURS:

v Pipes/Conduit Rooftop Mon - Fri: 7 AM - 5 PM

Mounting #
Sat: By Appointment

+ More! Sun: Closed

Call Us Today!

DAY3(STAR 866-7-DAYSTAR

High Performance Natural Lighting Systems

Your natural
lighting solution.

Cut your energy costs and enjoy
brilliant, natural light with DayStar.™

Ph 618-426-1868 | Fax 618-426-1888
14226 Highway 4 | Campbell Hill, IL 62916

N\

Darin Westhoff

President

L, Office: 888-345-2645
&, Cell: 641-680-3802

® coil’ 28 Wildcat Esreeoiap
® SDOT Fasteners Happy Jobsites!

o

THE MATERIAL TRAILER SERIES .. : =
WADE FOR THE METALROOFING & POLE BARN INDUSTRIES, DELIVERING SUPERIOR RELI AND
PERFORMANCE EVERY TIME. FEATURING REMOTE-CONTROLLED ROLLERS, TILT DECK; AND EXTENSIONS,
[TTRANSFORMS UNLOADING INTO A ONE-PERSON OPERATION ~ NO FORKLIFT REQUIRED.

PINEHILLTRAILERS.COM | (717) 288-2443 | 5140 MARTIN DRIVE, GAP, PA 17527

(D Green Post

Planet Saver Industries

THE MOST AFFORDABLE, ALL-IN-ONE
SOLUTION FOR IN-GROUND POST DECAY
AND UPLIFT RESTRAINT

P (610) 377-3270

www.planetsaverind.com Made in the USA

AsSco machines

| o =S

(217) 955-ASCO
WWW.ASCO-MACHINES.COM

POLESAVER-""

The ultimate protection for post
frame foundations, backed by

a 40-year rot prevention
guarantee.

Phone: (610) 377-3270
Polesaver-pf.com

RIB RUNNER
TOOLS 6
METAL ROOFING £ e

& SIDING TOOL

e Faster Installation

e Straighter Cuts Accepting
el New Dealers!
e Precision Layout y
e Patented Design &/
RIBRUNNERTOOLS.COM 419-262-1285
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

Superior Quality
Telehandler Boxes

In-Stock For
Next Day Shipping

SEE ALL OF OUR
DUMPSTER PRODUCTS?
Ask for our FREE
catalog!

Call Justin at (717) 355-2008
Email: office@creeksidemfg.com
www.creeksidemanufacturing.com

137 Meadow Creek Road, New Holland, PA 17557

with Grandura snow guards.

Grandura

Unique shapes
40+ color options
Easy installation

Are you a standing seam roofer?
Request your free demo kit today!

Order Now! 272.215.7196

We Help

Construction
Businesses

6RO

@ NPT smpacmaratng(717)929:8780°

MANUFACTURER OF
CUSTOM ROLL FORMING EQUIPMENT

We manufacture:;
« Gutter Guard Machines (JUA

+ Drip Edge Machines AT AN AFFORDAR
* Custom Roll Formers o
« Slitters

« Uncoilers
+ Recoilers

Stop in or write to us, include your phone
number and we will call you back.

Flack Hill Machine

7671 State Rte 514 - Big Prairie OH 4461

-= AMERICAN

GARAGE DOOR FACTORY

GARAGE DOORS —» DIRECT <«—
SALES@QAMGDF.COM - 888-600-8852

SteelGrip SAMM, Inc.

« Ice & water shield
« Snow guards

« Emseal

« Kwik vent

« Snap-Z
« Standing seam screws

« Standing seam clips
« Roof underlayments

Contact us today for free samples & pricing!
Phone 717-659-2049 - Email pawholesale@upwardmail.com
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I Preventing Injuries and Saving Livese
'é B
It's been exciting to watch our Easy to use magnetic grip
PR e provides safer footing when SteelGrip SAMIL;
. Troyr, Troyer Post Buldings working on steel roofing. Safoty Assist Magnetic Mat
Get maintenance jobs done A4-0
. . faster and easier. 2319 109
www.eimpact.marketing  (717) 929-8780 L J stealnrlnsamm.nnm
y/ e A //‘b Y ; PROFILE OPTIONS
— WHOLESALE : %
METAL ROOFING COMPONENTS Everiast WHYEVERLAST:“

AZM™ with Activate Technology
Synergy® Paint System
Cut Edge Corrosion Inhibitor™ (CECI™)
Heat Forming
Most corrosion resistant panel in the
industry

OUR NAME SAYS IT ALL
Lebanon, PA

ll/m 10 Enterprise Court 24 JR Mains Drive
AT

ACTIVATE TECHNOLOGY Lebanon, PA 17042 Bridgton, ME 04009 | Orwell, OH 44076

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 888.339.0059 OR VISIT US AT WWW.EVERLASTROOFING.COM

Howe, IN
7180 N 050 E

Bridgton, ME Orwell, OH

161 Grand Valley Ave

Howe, IN 46746
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BUSINESS CONNECTIONS

LALASHELEEVE

mamnse. RIS T PROTECTION

The “Original” post protector

Low cost - Easy slide on
«Also available, | FLASIHSHIEE | board protector

sales@plastisleeve.com
Toll free 877-775-3383

www.plastisleeve.com

SUPPLYING OUR
DEALERS THE
BEST MATERIALS

& SERVICES
FOR OVER
45 YEARS!

Commercial « Equestrian
Suburban « Industrial

"Building for the future”

CONTACT US TODAY!

800-548-6765

system@stockadebuildings.com

Download Your Copy Of
The Shield Wall Media
Business Directory
2026 at

www.shieldwallmedia.com/directory

DIRECTO
T2026 Y

Fi
need fc
ang

RS INDEX
wm‘z‘ozs

To get your company into the
2027 Directory, use our
online form or contact:

Gary Reichert « 715-952-1657
gary@shieldwallmedia.com

HEARTLAND

SALES AND MACHINE

Your #1 Roll Forming
Support Equipment Source

¢ Power Panel Wrappers
® Power Trim Wrappers
¢ Automatic Wrappers

¢ Coil Tippers

v ¢ Ag Panel Power Shear
~ 11 e Custom Products

- Rochester, IN 46975
(574) 223-6931

7th ANNUAL

R Construction
oliformin

Show
SEPTEMBER 16-17, 2026

Gatlinburg Convention Center, Gatlinburg, TN

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT MISSY BEYER:
missy@shieldwallmedia.com °* 715-350-6658
FAX 1-715-227-8680

REACH EVERY
SUBSCRIBER

In print & online of every
Shield Wall Media magazine
for under $900 per month! That
represents 150,000+ impressions.

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT GARY REICHERT:
715-952-1657

RGN Rolformins Buffl, BhAN
FRAMEBUILINGS

ROOFING  Met
“ LEMENTS Builadler
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FLASHBACK — FLASHBACK — FLASHBACK — FLASHBACK — FLASHBACK

BY R. P. RAYMOND - FBN WASHINGTON EDITOR

Coming: More Beef,
More Buildings

JANUARY 1971

FLASHBACK

| e
farm building news

—

In 1971, the U.S. economy was
mired in stagflation. In August,
President Richard Nixon launched
the Nixon Shock—freezing wages
and prices, adding import tariffs,
and ending the dollar’s link to
gold—sending ripple effects
through agriculture and the beef
industry.

Beef demand surged then,
topping 90 pounds per person.
Today, Americans consume about
55-60 pounds per person, still
among the highest in the world.

Cattle handling, however,
has seen one of the industry’s
biggest transformations. In 1971,
facilities often created stress and
injury. That changed with Temple
Grandin, whose designs—curved
chutes, solid sides, and better
footing—reduced stress and
improved outcomes.

Modern operations now
standardize low-stress, humane
handling—an enduring shift from
the practices of the early 1970s.

ook ahead to 1980. From 230 to
235 million beef-eaters in the
United States roughly 15% more
than in 1970.

Fastest growth among 20-44 year-old
group ... the main labor force, big meat
consumers. Consumer incomes up sharp-
ly. Real growth in gross national product
up around 50%.

That’s the picture emerging from long-
range outlook specialists’ economic crys-
tal ball. It has big significance for beef pro-
ducers... and for farm builders the job of
producing over 29 billion lbs. of beef and
veal per year by 1980-up from 22% billion
in 1970.

With rising incomes supporting the
mounting appetite for this widely-pre-
ferred product, economists say consum-
ers will eat an average of around 130 Ibs.
of beef and veal a year in a decade fro
now- vs. 116 Ibs. in 1970.

Tie it in with the population growth,
and you wind up with a beef and veal in-
crease of nearly one-third.

Some analysts think this projection
may even be conservative. Says Under-
secretary of Agriculture Phil Campbell:
“The 1980 market could very well be even
larger than these figures would indicate”

MORE MONEY, MORE MEAT

He cites Food Stamp, child feeding and
other food aid programs, plus a new ap-
proach to welfare assistance as growth fac-
tors. “As low income Americans get more
dollars, their demands for meat, poultry
and dairy products will grow;” Campbell
predicts.

But let’s just stick with the premise that
beef production will rise by about one-
third in this decade. A year ago we had 91
.1 million head of beef cattle and a total
cattle inventory of 112.3 million. By 1980
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we'll apparently need roughly 113 million
beef cattle and 128 million total.

As dairy herds decline further all of
the increase will be in beef cattle. The net
gain in the 1970s is expected to be as great
as the 16 million head -rise of the 1960s
when beef consumption per person rose
2.8 Ibs. per year.

Some of the increase in beef demand
will be provided for by producers outside
the US.

Consumers, growers, hamburger chains
and processors will clamor for more im-
ports, while beef producers will argue
for import restraint. We're assuming that
present legislation, which ties beef import
increases to domestic production increas-
es, will still be in effect by 1980.

Cow herds obviously will need to grow
considerably to provide calves for expand-
ing beef demand. Projections of the beef
cow herd center on about 47 million head
9 years from now-a one-fourth increase
for the decade.

That level will be exceeded if the growth
rate averages near the 4% rise of the past
year.

As in the 1960s, grain-fed beef will pro-
vide all the growth in beef production. It’s
expected to rise by around 50%, consid-
erably more than offsetting the decline
in beef from cattle which get little or no
grain-feeding.

Its the feedlot section of the business
which obviously will hold most of the atten-
tion for farm builders.

You ‘re sure to see the major chunk of
the cattle-feeding growth come from the
big commercial feedlots ... those with one-
time capacities of 1,000, 10,000, 50,000
and even more. Less than 1% of U.S. feed-
lots already produce over half the nation’s
fed beef, and less than three dozen lots
produce 10%!
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TOUGH COMPETITION

A continuation of this trend to bigger
but fewer feedlots will mean even more
emphasis on facilities that handle more
cattle with reduced manpower, but it may
also mean intensified competition among
farm builders. You will have to really be on
your toes to get your share of the business.

Your sales won't depend just on being
able to provide buildings and equipment
for the best price, but on helping custom-
ers meet their goals.

“There will be improvements in techni-
cal efficiency during the 1970s” points out
Ohio State Agricultural Economist Thom-
as Stout. “These will reflect an urgency for
faster and larger weight gain. What the
70s wants is more quantity and less waste
without desirable quality already attained.

“The 70s will reward higher calving
rates, heavier weaning. bigger cattle, bet-
ter feed conversion, less carcass fat and
similar technical improvements. An ani-
mal scientist* recently. estimated nearly a
billion dollar savings in the beef industry
by attentive application of knowledge al-
ready at hand”

(*We suggest you write Dr. E.J. War-
wick, Assistant Director Animal Hus-
bandry Research Division, ARS US De-
partment of Agriculture, Washington DC
20250, for a free copy of his October, 1969,
talk on “Beef for Tomorrow.”)

A growing part of your business with
cattlemen will almost certainly include
waste management systems. Federal, state
and local laws are sure to insist on more ef-
fective control against air, water and land
pollution, particularly by the big feedlots.

Many areas, as you know, already have
anti-pollution laws, some with stiff penal-
ties against violators.

WHERE’S THE ACTION?

Where cattle expansion takes place cer-
tainly will be important to farm builders.
As has developed over the past decade, all
areas of the country probably will share in
the beef herd expansion.

The largest absolute increases in recent

years were in the South and in the West
North Central States. Percentage-wise,
the increases have been greatest in the At-
lantic, South Atlantic and North Central
States.

“The increases in the beef breeding herd
during this decade will occur primarily in
the areas that can expand forage supplies
most easily, predicts Don Paarlberg, US-
DA’s Director of Agricultural Economics.
“The greatest possibilities we see appear to
be the North Central and South Central
States, and in the Southeast.

“Increases in the Lake States (as a result
of declines in dairy cows) as well as sub-
stantial increases in fringe states such as
Tennessee and Kentucky, will provide in-
creased supplies of feeder cattle for Corn
Belt cattle feeders. Expansion in feedlots
in the South Central States will continue
to curtail shipments of feeders out of that
area”

More important to most farm builders
than the location of the breeding herd is
where the cattle feeding will take place.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, feed-
lot capacity in the West expanded. In the
late 1960s, we saw a fantastic expansion
in the Southwest. (especially Texas and
Oklahoma) and in Kansas and Nebraska.

Fed cattle marketings in Texas and
Oklahoma jumped from 354,000 in 1955
to 3.2 million head in 1969 and still high-
er last year. Their share of fed marketings
(from 22 major feeding states) rose from
3% to over 14%. Marketings from Kansas
and Nebraska rose from 1.8 million to
around 5 million head.

The growth in the Southern and Central
Plains has been largely at the expense of
the Eastern Corn Belt and in recent years
also at the expense of the West. Last year
Texas and Oklahoma marketed more fed
cattle than Illinois, Indiana and Ohio.

Livestock economists around the coun-
try believe that, although cattle feeding
will expand considerably in this decade,
we won't likely see feedlot capacity grow
as rapidly as in the past several years .

Furthermore, they don’t expect one re-

gion to expand at the expense of others
as has been the case in the Southern and
Central Plains in recent years.

NO WATER, NO CATTLE

A real problem developing could con-
siderably curtail the rapid feeding expan-
sion in Texas. It’s the growing concern that
water supplies in the High Plains will be-
come limited.

New irrigated land for growing feed
grains, however, is being rapidly devel-
oped elsewhere in Texas, New Mexico,
Kansas and Nebraska. Although Colo-
rado utilizes substantially more feed than
it produces, one new feedlot (Montfort’s)
recently opened with a 100,000 capacity.

Thus, unless water supplies should se-
verely limit feed grain production over a
wider area than now seems likely, or pol-
lution or waste disposal becomes unman-
ageable, it appears that feeding will con-
tinue to grow in the Southern and Central
Plains.

Further expansion in cattle feeding is
expected in the Midwest particularly the
Western Corn Belt. But the Corn Belt as a
whole may continue to grow more slowly
than the Plains as the Eastern Corn Belt
continues to urbanize and provide better
off farm employment opportunities.

Cattle feeding in the West, having al-
ready caught up with its market and avail-
able feed_ supplies will likely grow more
in line with the growth in demand and
future feed supplies.

There have been several drawbacks to
a sizeable expansion in Southeast cattle
feeding. It’s a deficit feed grain area, and-
it’s cheaper to ship feeders out than feed
grain in. High humidity, hot weather can
be limiting factors.

“I believe we will see a considerable ex-
pansion in cattle raising in the Southeast
during this decade,” says Paarlberg. “With
improved roughage, farmers there might
take their calves up to the yearling stage.
But there is some question as to whether
this area will become an important large
scale feeding area” RB
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PROJECT OF THE MONTH

BY RURAL BUILDER STAFF

High Valley
Angus Ranch

Operations Building Delivers Multi-Use Efficiency

odern ranch operations
require facilities that go
beyond  basic  shelter,

supporting a wide range
of tasks while withstanding demanding
rural conditions. That need is reflected in
the High Valley Angus Ranch Operations
Building in Missouri, constructed
by Sargent Construction Company.
Designed as a multi-use agricultural
metal building, the project emphasizes
efficiency, durability and adaptability.
The facility is built using a system
from Star Building Systems, part

of Cornerstone Building Brands. A
multi-span, double-slope frame with
tapered columns provides strength
and clear-span flexibility, allowing the
structure to accommodate equipment,
livestock and divided work areas.
The main building measures 150 by 90 feet
with a 15-foot eave height (13,500 square
feet), complemented by a 9 by 15-foot
secondary structure. A 2-foot concrete
curb wall enhances durability and
protects against moisture and long-term
wear—key for agricultural environments.
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Exterior finishes combine performance
with appearance. Medium Bronze PBR
wall panels pair with a Classic Green
PBR metal roof, delivering weather
resistance and a clean, professional
look across roughly 4,000 square feet of
walls and 19,000 square feet of roofing.
Inside, the layout supports multiple
functions under one roof. A two-bay
shop includes heated floors for year-
round usability, while PBR-lined walls
improve durability in high-traffic areas.
A divider wall separates operational
space from a commercial Kkitchen,



PROJECT OF THE MONTH

THE DETAILS:

Building: Multi-use agricultural metal building

Building Size: Main Building: 150’ x 90’ x 15’ (13,500 sq. ft.); Secondary Structure: 9" x 15’ (1,350 sg. ft.)
Materials: Star Building Systems®, part of the Cornerstone Building Brands

Foundation: 2-foot concrete curb wall
Roof Panels / Shingles: PBR metal roof panels (Classic Green) from Star Building Systems
Wall Panels / Siding: PBR metal wall panels (Medium Bronze) from Star Building Systems
For more information: www.starbuildings.com / cornerstonebuildingbrands.com

milking parlor, offices and livestock pens,
improving workflow and cleanliness.

Additional features expand functionality.
A 15-foot lean-to shelters fuel tanks

and implements, exterior storage
accommodates large equipment and 5-foot
slim-line canopies provide added weather
protection at entry points. Bay doors

ensure efficient access for daily operations.

The High Valley Angus Ranch Operations
Building demonstrates how modern
metal systems can meet the complex
needs of today’s agricultural operations.
By combining structural strength, flexible
design and practical features, Sargent
Construction Company has delivered a
facility built for long-term performance
and productivity. RB

ROPER B WHITNEY.

CHANGING THE SHAPE OF METAL

The Fabricator’s Choice.
roperwhitney.com

Folders
Shears

Rotary Machines
Coil Processing
Punching & Notching Tools
And more

USA = =MADE
SINCE 1910

2833 Huffman Blvd
Rockford, IL 61103
815.962.3011
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2026 TOOL & FASTENER HAND GUIDE
You supply the crew. We’ll supply the rest®

MAIN OFFICE

KANSASCITY CHICAGO HOUSTON LASVEGAS MEMPHIS ST. LOUIS ST. PAUL
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